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AT  THY  FEET 
DEAREST   MOTHER 

MARY  IMMACULATE! 

I   PLACE  THESE  NOTES  ON  THY   "WAITING   MAID" 

AGNES,  VIRGIN  AND  MARTYR 

PRAYING  THEE  TO   BLESS  THEM 

AND    MAKE    THEM    FRUITFUL    IN    GOOD    TO    THE    SOULS 

OF  THOSE  WHO   READ   THEM 


THE   AUTHOR'S   PROTEST 

In  obedience  to  the  decrees  of  Urban  VIII.,  I  declare  that 
I  have  no  intention  of  attributing  any  other  than  a  purely 
human  authority  to  the  miracles,  revelations,  favours,  and 
particular  cases  recorded  in  this  book  ;  and  the  same  as 
regards  the  titles  of  Saints  and  Blessed  applied  to  servants 
of  God  not  yet  canonized,  except  in  those  cases  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Holy  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  Apostolic  See,  of  which  I  declare  myself  to  be  an 
obedient  son  ;  and  therefore  I  submit  myself,  and  all  that 
I  have  written  in  this  book,  to  her  judgment. 


£be  feneration  of  Saint  Hgnes, 
"flDars's  Malting  flDai&." 

(S.  Maximtis  of  Turin.) 

"  Professor  Pio  Franchi  de  Cavalieri  has  been  criticizing  the 
story  of  the  Martyr  Saint  Agnes  in  the  Romische  Quart alschri ft.  It 
has  been  inferred  from  the  Damasine  inscription,  that  the  Acts  of 
Saint  Agnes  were  founded  on  a  contemporary  story  originally  told  by 
her  own  parents,  and  Professor  Mariano  Armellini  identified  her  as  a 
member  of  the  Claudian  family,  from  the  fact  that  she  was  interred 
in  the  little  Catacomb  which,  apparently,  formed  the  private 
burial-ground  of  the  Gens  Claudia,  instead  of  in  the  better  known 
Ostrian  Catacomb,  close  by,  venerable  to  Christians  from  its  memorial 
of  Saint  Peter.  The  conflicting  accounts  given  by  Ambrose,  Pru- 
dentius,  and  Damasus  were  combined  later  in  a  more  ample  legend. 
"Professor  Franchi  asserts  that  the  Latin  Acts  were  developed 
from  the  Greek  Passio  (published  from  a  Syriac  version  by  Assemani 
in  1748),  of  which  he  has  recently  discovered  the  complete  Greek 
text.  Moreover,  a  large  portion  of  the  legend  narrated  in  these 
Latin  Acts  is  a  later  Roman  addition.  Of  the  story  of  the  martyr 
the  author  leaves  us  nothing  but  the  name  and  the  place,  Rome 
and  Agnes  Martyr.     All  else  is  uncertain." 

The  New  Era,  London,  January  19,  1900. 

A  copy  of  the  "  Acts  of  the  Early  Martyrs,"  by  Mrs.  Anne 
Hope,  fell  into  my  hands  when  I  was  quite  a  child.  Two 
lives  therein  recorded — namely,  those  of  Saint  Sebastian 
and  Saint  Agnes — made  upon  me  a  deep  impression,  which, 
instead  of  being  effaced,  has  only  become  more  profound 
by  lapse  of  time. 

As  a  loving  Providence  has,  since  then,  afforded  me  some 
opportunities  of  putting  certain  facts  together  concerning 
the  last-named  Saint,  I  desire,  in  this  book,  to  place  a  few 
of  them  before  the  reader.     Perhaps  the  information  thus 
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given  will  be  of  use  to  her  future  biographer.  Ms  not  my 
intention  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  date  of  Saint  Agnes's 
martyrdom,  about  which  the  learned  do  not  agree.  Baro- 
nius,  in  his  notes  to  the  Roman  Martyrology,  assigns  it  to 
the  last  persecution,  a.d.  304.  This  opinion  is  commonly 
accepted  as  truest.  The  Bollandists,  who  do  not  disapprove 
of  it,  prefer,  for  other  reasons,  to  place  the  event  between 
a.d.  257  and  260,  whilst  Cardinal  Bartolini1  adopts  the  year 
262  or  263,  during  the  reign  of  Gallienus  and  Valerian,  as 
the  correct  time. 

Neither  is  it  my  intention  to  investigate  her  lineage. 
About  this,  too,  there  is  obscurity.  But  the  recent  dis- 
coveries of  Signor  Armellini2  have  cast  so  brilliant  a  light 
upon  it  that  we  may  almost  unhesitatingly  affirm  her  to  be 
a  descendant  of  the  "  Gens  Claudia." 

Although  the  history  of  Saint  Agnes  is  pretty  generally 
known,  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  sum  it  up  at  the  be- 
ginning in  Pope  Saint  Damasus'  hexameters,  of  which  a 
translation  will  then  be  given  : 

"  Fama  refert  sanctos  dudum  retulisse  parentes 
Agnen,  cum  lugubres  cantus  tuba  concrepuisset. 
Nutricis  gremium  subito  liquisse  puellam 
Sponte  truces  calcasse  minas  rabiemque  tyranni. 
Urere  cum  flammis  voluisset  nobile  corpus 
Viribus  immensum  parvis  superasse  timorem. 
Nudaque  profusum  crinem  per  membra  dedisse 
Ne  domini  templum  facies  peritura  videret. 
O  veneranda  mihi  sanctum  decus  alma  pudoris 
Ut  Damasi  precibus  faveas  precor  inclyta  martyr." 

Translation. 

Fame  tells  that  Agnes's  parents,  long  since,  said 

That  she,  on  hearing  trumpet  clangours  dread, 

Her  nurse's  bosom  speedily  forsook, 

A  tyrant's  rage  and  threats  to  freely  brook. 

That  when  he  wished  to  burn  her  midst  the  flame 

Her  fears  she  mastered  though  but  weak  in  frame. 

That,  stripped,  her  hair  grew  dense  her  limbs  to  hide, 

Lest  God's  home  be  by  fated  wretch  descried. 

Honour  of  Virgins  !     Whom  I  venerate, 

Hear  Damasus'  petitions,  Martyr  great  ! 

1  Gli  Atti  del  Martirio  di  S.  Agnese,  Roma,  1858. 

2  II  Cimjterio  di  S.  Agnese  sulla  Via  Nomentana,  Rome,  1880. 
Parte  I.,  Cap.  XI. 
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For  clearness'  sake,  it  may  be  well  to  divide  the  subject 
under  seven  headings — namely,  her  veneration 

BY 

(a)  Saints  and  Holy  Persons. 

(b)  Popes  and  Cardinals. 

(c)  Religious  Orders  and  Societies. 

IN 

(d)  Various  Countries. 

(e)  Liturgy. 

(/)  Literature,  and 
(g)  Art. 

In  this  way,  the  universality,  continuance,  and  popu- 
larity of  the  devotion  will  be  best  brought  out. 

An  account  of  her  relics  will  be  given  in  Part  VIII. 
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SAINTS   AND   HOLY  PERSONS 

The  earliest  instance  of  devotion  to  Saint  Agnes  is  men- 
tioned in  her  Acts.  They  narrate  that  her  foster-sister, 
Saint  Emerentiana,  whilst  praying  at  her  tomb,  was  sur- 
prised by  a  band  of  Pagans  and  stoned  to  death  because 
she  bravely  rebuked  their  insolence. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  Princess  Const antia,  who  was 
suffering  from  a  fatal  disease,  went,  though  as  yet  unbap- 
tized,  to  the  resting-place  of  Agnes,  recommended  herself 
to  her  prayers,  and  was  miraculously  cured.  To  this  re- 
covery we  owe  the  erection  of  the  beautiful  basilica  outside 
the  walls  of  Rome,  which,  in  its  original  form,  exists  even 
in  our  own  time.  Her  father  Constantine  enriched  it  with 
many  valuable  gifts,  thus  described  by  Anastasius  :x  "  A 
paten  of  the  purest  gold  weighing  twenty  pounds  ;  a  golden 
chalice  weighing  ten  pounds  ;  a  crown  and  kind  of  lamp 
(pharocantharum) ,  ornamented  with  thirty  dolphins,  of  the 
purest  gold,  weighing  fifteen  pounds  ;  two  silver  patens,  each 
weighting  twenty  pounds  ;  five  silver  chalices  weighing  ten 
pounds  ;  thirty  silver  lamps  (pharocanthari),  each  of  which 
weighed  eight  pounds  ;  forty  gilt  bronze  lamps  ;  forty 
bronze  candlesticks  studded  all  round  with  silver  ;  a  lamp 
of  purest  gold,  with  twelve  mouths,  weighing  fifteen 
pounds,  which  was  to  be  hung  up  at  the  Baptismal  Font." 

In  obedience  to  the  advice  of  her  heavenly  patroness, 
Constantia  "  acted  with  constancy,"  gave  herself  a  living 
and  consecrated  temple  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  made  profession 
of  the  religious  life,  and  is  now,  with  several  of  her  com- 
panions, honoured  as  a  Saint  by  the  Church  on  February  25. 

The  voice  of  God,  which  made  itself  audible  to  Constantia, 
was  heard  also  and  obeyed  by  many  another  during  her  life, 
of  whom  no  account  has  reached  us.     All  traces,  however, 

1  In  Vita  Sylvestri. 
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of  Saint  Agnes's  influence  over  those  who  desired  to  con- 
secrate themselves  more  particularly  to  the  Divine  Service 
are,  happily,  not  lost.  One  instance,  which  occurred  in 
the  century  following  her  martyrdom,  has  survived,  and 
may  fittingly  be  mentioned  in  this  place.  It  is  the  history 
of  a  maiden  named  Demetrias.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Olibrius,  who  had  held  the  rank  of  Consul  in  the  year  395. 
She  experienced  great  difficulties  before  she  succeeded  in 
vowing  her  virginity  to  God,  at  Carthage,  in  the  year  of 
Our  Lord  413.  Still,  she  was  not  to  be  baffled  in  her  design. 
She  was  encouraged  to  overcome  all  obstacles  by  the  example 
of  Saint  Agnes.  Saint  Jerome's  account  of  her  feelings  is 
worth  hearing  in  a  translation  of  his  words.  It  is  a  proof 
of  his  own  love  for  the  Virgin  Martyr,  as  well  as  a  record  of 
Demetrias's  trouble. 

"  What  doest  thou,  Demetrias  ?  Why  such  fright  in 
defending  thy  honour  ?  Thou  must  be  free  and  bold.  If 
such  thy  fear  in  peace,  what  hath  been  thy  deed  in  martyr- 
dom ?  If  thou  canst  not  brook  the  look  of  relatives,  how 
couldst  thou  brook  the  tribunal  of  persecutors  ?  If  man's 
pattern  does  not  stir  thee,  let  Agnes,  blessed  martyr, 
encourage  and  quiet  thee,  who  overcame  her  age  and  her 
tyrant,  and  consecrated  by  martyrdom  her  profession  of 
chastity."1 

The  renowned  Doctors,  who  flourished  during  the  years 
which  succeeded  the  persecutions,  manifested  their  venera- 
tion for  Agnes  by  the  honourable  way  they  mention  her  in 
their  works.  The  same  was  done  by  subsequent  ecclesi- 
astic writers.  But,  as  their  testimony  will  come  in  later, 
under  another  heading,  I  leave  them  aside  for  the  moment, 
and  give  Saint  Sulpitius  Severus's  account  of  Saint  Martin 
of  Tours'  (died  400)  devotion  to  her. 

"  But,  what  I  am  going  to  say,  this  I  affirm,  Posthumi- 
anus  (he  was  looking  at  me),  as  a  sincere  witness.  One  day 
I  and  Sulpitius,  watching  before  his  (Martin's)  door,  sat  for 
some  hours  in  silence  with  great  awe  and  trembling,  as 
though  we  were  keeping  the  prescribed  vigils  before  the 
tabernacle  of  the  Angel ;  whilst  he,  having  closed  the  door 
of  his  cell,  knew  not  that  we  were  there.  Meanwhile  we 
heard  the  murmur  of  persons  speaking,  and  at  once  we  were 

1  Ep.  XXX.  alias  VIII.  Opera  Omnia  S.  Hieronymi.  Ed. 
Villarsi,  T.  1,  p.  979.  Cardinal  Newman's  translation.  Historical 
Sketches.     No.  IX.  ***  p.  175. 
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seized  with  a  certain  horror  ;  standing  aghast,  we  could 
not  be  ignorant  that  something  supernatural  had  occurred. 
After  about  two  hours  Martin  came  forth  to  us,  and  then 
Sulpitius  (for  no  one  spoke  more  familiarly  with  him)  began 
to  pray  him  to  tell  us  what  the  supernatural  awe  was,  which 
he  acknowledged  us  both  to  have  felt,  or  with  whom  he 
had  spoken  in  the  cell.  For  we  heard,  though  but  lightly 
and  in  a  scarcely  intelligible  manner,  the  sound  of  voices 
speaking,  when  we  were  outside  the  door.  Then  he,  after 
a  long  delay  (since  there  was  nothing  that  Sulpitius  could 
not  get  from  him,  even  against  his  will),  I  am,  perhaps, 
going  to  say  what  is  very  incredible,  but,  as  Christ  is  my 
witness,  I  do  not  lie  (unless  someone  is  sacrilegious  enough 
to  think  that  Martin  lied).  '  I  will  tell  you,'  he  said  ;  '  but 
I  beg  you  to  keep  it  secret  ;  Agnes,  Thecla,  and  Mary  were 
with  me.'  Then  he  described  to  us  the  appearance  and  the 
dress  of  each  of  them."1 

This  same  event  is  recorded  by  another  writer  of  Saint 
Martin's  life — namely,  Venantius  Fortunatus,  Bishop  of 
Poitiers.  As  his  account  is  given  in  verse,  and  as  the 
preceding  prose  translation  is  rather  rough,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  append  the  lines  : 

"  Accidit  hinc  demum  foribus  sedente  Severo 
Compare  cum  Gallo  doctis  et  am  ore  minis  tris, 
Murmure  multivago  completur  cella  beati, 
Ostia  clausa  tenens  diei  geminante  sub  hora, 
Audivere  loqui  sed  quid  nescire  fatentur  ; 
Sensere  strepitum  neque  verba  loquacia  norunt, 
Pars  fuit  haec  meriti,  vel  sic  sensisse  superna, 
Agnita  si  non  sunt,  satis  est  audita  mereri. 
Post  sacer  egrediens  cellam  majore  Severo 
Sulpitio  poscente  diu  quae  gesta  fuissent, 
Vix  motus  precibus,  tandem  rem  ex  ordine  pandit  ; 
Indicat  hie  Agnam,  Theclam,  Mariamque  locutam 
Sanctarum  exponens  vultus,  habitumque  beatus, 
Quae  facies,  oculi,  gena,  pes,  manus,  area,  figura, 
Lumine  tarn  puro  vidit  saepe  ora  sororum 
Quis  color  atque  decus  quae  forma  et  gratia  quanta, 
Et  sermone  pari  placidam  dixisse  salutem  ; 
Hie  petit  ad  fratres  ;  illae  petiere  sorores  : 
Sed  redit  iste  gradu  ;  illae  non  rediere  volatu."2 

1  S.  Sulpitii  Severi  Dial.  II.,  p.  593,  §  XIV.     De  Virtutibus  beati 
Martini.  Lugduni.      1754. 

2  Venantii  Honorii  C.  Fortunati.  Vita  S.  Martini  L.  III.  Mogun- 
tiae,  1603.     Vel  in  Bib  :  Patrum  et  Scrip  :  An.  1677.     T.X.,  p.  607. 

I — 2 
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TRANSLATION. 

"  When  once  Severus  and  his  comrade  dear 
Gallus,  with  loving  monks  this  place  were  near, 
A  loud  resounding  murmur  filled  the  cell ; 
Voices  then  spoke,  but  whose  they  could  not  tell, 
For  fastened  was  the  door  at  close  of  day. 
They  heard  the  noise  ;  the  words  passed  quick  away. 
'Twas  for  their  merit  heavenly  things  to  feel, 
If  not  to  understand  what  they  conceal. 
When  forth  the  Saint  had  come  Sulpitius  prayed 
To  know  what  happened  whilst  within  he  stayed. 
At  length  he  said,  though  scarce  by  force  compelled, 
That  Agnes,  Thecla,  Mary,  too,  had  held 
Long  converse  with  him  ;  then  the  blessed  Saints' 
Hands,  feet,  cheeks,  height,  and  eyes  with  words  he  paints. 
Of  these  his  sisters  oft  he  saw  each  face, 
Their  glory,  beauty,  and  surpassing  grace, 
And  also  heard  their  welcomings  of  glee. 
Whilst  he  joined  brethren,  they  to  sisters  flee. 
He  soon  returned  ;  but  absent  were  those  three." 

This  vision  to  Saint  Martin  is  only  one  of  a  series  which 
began  with  the  apparition  to  her  parents  on  the  eighth  day 
after  her  death.  Always  accompanied  with  spiritual  graces, 
they  were  sometimes  followed  by  temporal  favours  of  no 
common  kind. 

On  account  of  her  victories  under  trial,  Saint  Agnes  has 
always  been  regarded  as  a  special  model  and  protectress  of 
chastity.  Saint  Solanga,  V.M.  (died  880),  Patroness  of 
Berry,  was  often  heard  to  repeat  the  words  of  her  whose 
glory  she  now  shares  for  ever :  "I  love  Christ,  Whose 
Mother  is  a  Virgin.  Loving  Him,  I  am  chaste.  Touching 
Him,  I  am  pure.  Embracing  Him,  I  am  a  Virgin."1  Who 
can  doubt  that  the  prayers  and  example  of  Agnes  were  a 
help  when  she  had  to  prove  her  love  of  purity  by  martyr- 
dom ? 

Saint  Radbod,  Bishop  of  Utrecht  (died  918),  must  have 
been  singularly  devoted  to  her.  For,  as  he  was  once  lying 
ill,  the  B.V.  Mary,  accompanied  by  Saints  Thecla  and 
Agnes,  appeared  to  him.  The  Queen  of  Heaven  spoke 
many  consoling  words,  and  freed  him  from  his  infirmity.3 
Or  was  this,  perhaps,  one  of  the  several  cases  in  which  she 
proved  her  claim  to  the  title  of  "  Mary's  Waiting-Maid," 

1  Boll.  Acts  SS.  T.  XXVI.,  p.  531  ad  diem  X.  Aug. 

2  Kalendarium  SSmae  Virginis  Mariae  seu  Ephemeris.  Authore 
A.  T.  Antonis  de  Balingham,  S.J.     Duaci,  1629,  pp.  613-614. 
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given  her  by  Saint  Maximus  of  Turin  ?  Many  are,  at  all 
events,  related  by  Saint  Peter  Damian  (died  1071),  Csesarius 
of  Histerbach  (died  circa  1320),  and  others,  in  which  she 
appeared  on  earth  to  discharge  some  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
B.V.  Mary.1 

Of  Saint  Raynaldus,  nineteenth  Bishop  of  Nocera,  in 
Umbria,  who  died  a.d.  1225,  it  is  said  :  "  There  appeared  in 
him  great  majesty,  by  which  he  was  esteemed  as  the  equal 
of  the  Apostles.  It  sprung  from  the  marvellous  grace  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  Who  was  seen  to  descend  upon  him  in  the  form 
of  fire,  whilst  he  was  offering  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass. 
We  also  read  that  once  two  of  his  friends,  who  were  waiting 
for  him  outside  his  room,  where  he  was  alone,  suddenly 
heard  a  conversation  within,  not  without  great  fright. 
When  questioned  by  them,  he  acknowledged  the  truth, 
and,  having  bidden  them  keep  the  matter  secret,  said  that 
the  B.V.  Mary,  with  Saints  Agnes  and  Thecla,  had  come  to 
see  him  ;  and  that,  not  only  then,  but  very  frequently,  he 
enjoyed  their  visits  and  conversation.  He,  moreover, 
asserted  that  the  Apostles  Saints  Peter  and  Paul  were  often 
seen  by  him."2 

Blessed  Amadeus  of  Hauterive  was  born  on  Saint  Agnes's 
Festival,  about  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  in 
Dauphine,  France.  He  took  the  habit  of  the  Cistercians  at 
Clairvaux  in  presence  of  Saint  Bernard  on  her  Feast. 
Afterwards  he  went  to  the  monastery  of  Hautecombe,  in 
Savoy,  whence  he  was  taken  to  be  consecrated  Bishop  of 
Lausanne  on  January  21,  1144.  For  this  reason  he  ordered 
that  the  Festival  of  this  Virgin-Martyr  should  be  celebrated 
as  a  double  in  his  diocese.  He  died  probably  in  1158,  and 
his  own  Festival  is  kept  on  January  28. 3 

When  Saint  Peter,  martyr  (died  1252),  resided  in  the 
Convent  of  Saint  John  Baptist  at  Como,  he  was  frequently 
favoured  with  heavenly  visions.  It  appears  that  he  was 
devoted  to  Saint  Agnes,  for  she,  with  Catherine  and  Csecilia, 
came  to  visit  him.  The  lesson  contained  in  the  story  is  too 
useful  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  A  member  of  the  Com- 
munity, having  heard  the  voice  of  women  in  the  cell,  called 
some  witnesses  to  the  fact,  and  then  complained  to  the 

1  Opuscula  XXXIV.    C.    IV.    Opera   Omnia  S.    Petri   Damiani. 
Bassani  1783,  T.  III.,  pp.  602-603.    Caesarius,  Dialog.  L.  VII.,  C.  22. 
3  Boll.  Acta.  SS.  die  IX.  Feb. 
3  Les  Petits  Bollandistes.     Guerin.     II.,  p.  87. 
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Superiors.  Not  having  examined  the  matter  with  suffi- 
cient care,  they  relegated  Peter  to  the  Monastery  of  Jesi, 
in  the  Marches  of  Ancona,  where,  as  he  was  one  day  com- 
plaining in  prayer  of  the  injustice  done  to  him,  Jesus  Christ 
spoke  these  words  from  the  crucifix  :  "  And  I,  Peter,  was 
not  I  innocent  ?  Did  I  deserve  the  insults  and  pains  with 
which  I  was  overwhelmed  during  My  Passion  ?  Learn,  then, 
from  Me  to  endure  the  greatest  suffering  with  joy,  without 
having  committed  the  crimes  for  which  it  is  inflicted."1 

Suffering,  being  the  high-road  to  sanctity,  has  ever  been 
the  lot  of  the  Saints.  Consolations  such  as  we  have  just 
witnessed  have  often  been  their  reward  for  bearing  it  well. 
Yet,  not  for  the  sake  of  these,  but  through  an  earnest  desire 
to  resemble  their  Crucified  Lord,  have  His  servants  sought 
it.  A  beautiful  instance  of  this  is  mentioned  in  the  life  of 
Saint  Lutgarde,  V.  (died  1256).  She  "  was  accustomed  to 
think  of  Him  Who  underwent  such  tribulation  from  sinners, 
and  was  wonderfully  inflamed  with  the  wish  to  repay  Christ 
and  endure  martyrdom  for  Him.  But,  because  the  time 
of  martyrdom,  like  the  winter,  was  now  past,  and,  like  the 
rain,  was  over  and  gone,  Christ  prepared  for  her  a  new  kind 
even  of  bodily  martyrdom.  One  night,  after  Compline, 
as  she  was  standing  at  her  bedside,  in  the  dormitory,  occu- 
pied in  prayer,  lo  !  the  thought  came  to  her  mind  about 
those  who  had  gone  before,  and  she  began  marvellously  to 
desire  that,  like  most  blessed  Agnes,  she  should  suffer 
martyrdom.  And  as  she  burned  with  so  great  a  wish 
that  she  seemed  on  the  point  of  dying  through  its  vehe- 
mence, a  vein  burst  on  the  outside,  opposite  her  heart, 
and  so  much  blood  flowed  therefrom  that  her  tunic  and 
hood  were  most  copiously  bedewed.  Being  weakened, 
therefore,  she  sat  down  a  little  while,  when  immediately 
Christ  appeared  to  her  with  a  congratulating  look,  and  said  : 
"  Thou  shaft  receive  in  heaven  the  same  merit  of  martyrdom 
for  thy  most  fervent  desire  of  martyrdom  in  pouring  forth 
that  blood,  as  most  blessed  Agnes  received  when  her  head 
was  cut  off  for  My  Faith.  For  thou  hast  equalled  her 
martyrdom  by  thy  desire  in  blood."  This  agrees  with  what 
we  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  this  book,  where  we 
related  that  a  certain  noble  and  devout  matron  is  said  to 
have  thus  addressed  the  young  Lutgarde  :  "  Thou  art  a 

1  See  Nouveaux  Petits  Bollandistes,  T.  II.,  pp.  367-368. 
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good  Agnes,  and  thou  shalt  truly  be  another  Agnes."  O 
evidently  most  blessed  woman  whom  Christ  Himself,  in 
time  of  peace,  adorned  with  the  crown  of  martyrdom  ! 
Two  of  the  nuns  were  witnesses  of  this  most  glorious  fact — 
namely  Margaret  and  Lutgarde,  surnamed  Limmos — most 
devout  women  who  washed  her  clothes  after  the  blood- 
shedding.  The  mark  of  the  ruptured  vein  also  testified  to 
it,  even  till  the  day  on  which  her  happy  soul  left  this  world. 
The  cessation  of  the  vexation  by  which  God  allayed  pride 
in  Eve's  sex  was  likewise  a  witness  to  it.  She  was  twenty- 
eight  years  old  when  this  event  took  place."1 

But,  although  the  Saints  patiently  bore  with,  and  eagerly 
desired,  sufferings  for  themselves,  they  were  only  too  ready, 
after  the  example  of  Our  Lord,  to  lessen  or  drive  it  alto- 
gether away  from  others.  Often,  to  do  this  without  injury 
to  their  humility,  they  made  use  of  the  relics  of  another 
Saint.  A  case  in  point  occurs  in  the  life  of  the  Angelic 
Doctor,  St.  Thomas  of  Aquin  (died  1274). 

"  I  ought  not,"  says  Brother  Ptolemy,  of  Lucca,  "  to 
conceal,  what  I  saw  as  a  certain  sign  of  his  (Thomas's)  sanc- 
tity. For  when  I  came  with  him  from  Rome  he  turned 
aside  and  went  to  Molara,  into  the  castle  of  the  Lord 
Cardinal  Richard.  There  the  venerable  Doctor  became  ill 
with  the  tertian  fever,  and  his  comrade,  Brother  Reginald, 
with  the  continual  fever.  Though  there  did  not  seem  to  be 
any  critical  signs  in  the  patient,  yet  Cardinal  Richard's 
physicians  did  not  judge  favourably  of  his  state.  Then  the 
venerable  Doctor  took  the  relics  of  blessed  Agnes,  which 
he  had  brought  with  him,  through  devotion,  from  Rome, 
and  commanded  the  said  sick  brother  to  place  it  on  his 
breast  and  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  it.  He  did  so, 
and  was  cured,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  physi- 
cians. On  account  of  this,  the  venerable  Doctor  arranged 
to  solemnly  celebrate  the  Feast  of  Agnes  every  year, 
and  to  give  a  good  refection  to  the  Brothers.  He  carried 
out  his  intention  that  year  (1273)  at  Naples,  but  in 
the  following  year  he  passed  away  to  God."2  Saint 
Thomas  always  professed  a  deep  veneration  for  Agnes, 
whose  example  he  had  in  early  years  so  faithfully 
followed  in  his   contest  for  chastity.     He   often    recom- 

1  Boll.  Acta  SS.     T.  IV.     Junii.  die  XVI.,  p.  200. 

2  Ptol.  de  Lucca  Hist.  Eccl.  LIV.,  XXIII.,  C.X.,  and  Jacobi 
Echardi  Scriptores  Ord.  Trad.,  p.  282. 


8      THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 

mended  himself  to  her  prayers,  and  wore  her  relics  on  his 
person. 

Three  years  after  the  death  of  Saint  Thomas  a  battle  was 
fought  at  Decio,  in  Lombardy,  between  the  partisans  of 
Napoleone  della  Torre  and  those  of  Otho  Visconti,  Arch- 
bishop of  Milan.  The  victory  gained  by  the  latter  was  due 
largely  to  Saint  Agnes,  as  the  following  synopsis,  taken 
from  Gis.  Francesco  Bosozzo's  Historia  Pontificate  de 
Milano,1  will  show. 

This  Prelate  had  piously  recommended  himself  to  the 
Virgin  Martyr,  vowing  that  if  he  obtained  the  grace  which 
he  sought,  he  would  choose  her  as  his  special  advocate. 
He  was  not  disappointed  in  his  confidence,  for  he  won  the 
victory  over  his  enemies  on  her  Festival  (January  21). 
In  fulfilment  of  his  vow,  he  got  a  chapel  built  to  the 
honour  of  the  Saint  in  the  chief  church.  He  also  assigned 
to  it  a  large  revenue  from  his  own  patrimony  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  her  Festival.  In  Bosozzo's  days  a  torch  was  lit  by 
order  of  the  Milanese  municipality  before  the  image  of  the 
Saint,  on  her  Feast,  in  the  palace  of  the  Arenghera.  It  was 
done  in  recognition  of  this  great  favour,  and  in  gratitude  to 
their  pastor. 

A  devout  nun  of  the  Order  of  Saint  Dominic — namely, 
blessed  Benvenuta  of  Bojano  (died  1292) — experienced 
Agnes's  help  in  overcoming  obstacles  to  religious  perfection, 
a  warfare  of  a  more  serious  kind  than  that  in  which  the 
troops  of  Otho  were  engaged.  Her  father,  once  hearing 
voices  in  her  room,  opened  the  door  to  see  what  was  the 
matter,  but  he  was  not  in  time  to  behold  the  three  virgins, 
one  being  Agnes,  with  whom  she  was  conversing  on  Divine 
subjects.  The  Festival  of  the  Annunciation  brought  a 
wonderful  favour  to  the  same  holy  soul.  She  was  rapt 
up  to  heaven  to  contemplate  its  joys.  Delightful  is  the 
familiarity  with  which  on  that  occasion  she  answered  Saint 
Agnes,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  B.V.  Mary  to  tell  her  to 
return  to  earth,  that  she  would  on  no  account  retire, 
keeping  to  her  determination  till  she  had  been  bidden  a 
third  time  to  depart.  In  the  last  year  of  her  life,  on  the 
Feast  of  the  Assumption,  her  spirit  was  borne  up  to  the 
same  blessed  abode,  between  Saints  Catherine  and  Agnes. 
Having  beheld  a  certain  amount  of  the  solemnity — namely, 
the  Coronation  of  the  B.V.  Mary — Benvenuta  was  told, 

1  Milano,  a.d.  1623.     C.  XCVIII.,  pp.  187,  188. 


SAINTS  AND  HOLY  PERSONS  9 

as  before,  by  Saint  Agnes,  that  she  had  better  now  retire.  It 
was  to  no  purpose ;  she  remained  during  the  entire  ceremony.1 
A  striking  incident,  in  which  several  points  of  Catholic 
doctrine  are  brought  out,  such  as  the  justice  of  God  on  the 
least  sin,  the  intercession  of  the  Saints,  and  the  value  of 
the  Religious  state,  occurred  in  this  same  year.  I  ought 
to  remark,  in  giving  it,  that  the  book  where  it  was  found  was 
suppressed,  not  by  order  of  the  Church,  but  by  that  of  the 
Emperor,  on  account  of  some  facts  disagreeable  to  his  ears. 
So  thoroughly  was  it  destroyed  that  a  copy  can  scarcely  be 
met  with  now.     Here  is  the  narrative  : 

"Of  a  certain  Brother  who  loved  Saint  Agnes,  and 
of  the  Tear  shed  through  Love." 

It  happened  that  a  good  Brother,  named  Erlolfus,  died 
on  the  day  of  Saint  Agnes.  He  was  famous  and  well  known 
for  his  holiness,  and  venerated  Saint  Agnes  with  remarkable 
reverence  and  devotion.  For  His  said  that  he  was  born  on 
Saint  Agnes's  Day,  and  that  on  her  day  he  entered  the 
Order  of  Friars  Minor,  and  at  length,  on  the  Festival  of  this 
blessed  Virgin,  in  the  morning,  when  the  public  Mass  was 
begun,  he  passed  to  the  Lord.  The  virgin,  who  had  the 
aforesaid  revelations,  loved  this  Brother  very  much  in  the 
Lord,  on  account  of  the  devotion  and  holiness  of  the  said 
Brother  Erlolfus.  Having  heard  of  his  death,  this  virgin 
immediately  began  to  weep  bitterly,  and  afflicted  herself 
the  whole  day  in  grief  and  tears,  nor  could  she  restrain  her- 
self until  the  night.  Now,  when  she  desired  to  rest  after 
such  great  fatigue,  she  felt,  as  it  were,  a  hand  touching  her, 
and  (heard)  a  voice  saying  :  "  Look  up,  my  beloved  one  I" 

When  she  looked  up,  she  saw  the  said  Brother  Erlolfus, 
with  a  great  crowd  of  virgins,  leading,  as  it  were,  a  dance, 
hand  in  hand  and  side  by  side  with  blessed  Agnes,  whom, 
whilst  he  was  still  living,  he  had  so  loved  that  he  spoke  of 
her  in  his  sermons  or  in  his  common  conversations  with  the 
community.  And,  after  this,  she  saw  innumerable  virgins 
with  the  said  Brother  Erlolfus,  all  of  whom  wore  golden 
crowns.  .  .  .  Then  the  Brother  said  to  the  virgin,  to 
whom  he  had  appeared  :  "lam  Brother  Ernvol,  and  now  I 
am  not  called  Erlolfus,  but  Ernvol."2     Then  the  said,  virgin 

1  See  Life  of  P.  Benvenuta  Bojano.  Or.  edit.,  pp.  290,  301,  302, 
340-342. 

2  A  German  word,  which  means  "  full  of  honours." 
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inquired  whether  he  had  been  in  any  punishment.  To 
whom  the  Brother  replied  :  "  From  the  hour  at  which  my 
soul  departed  from  my  body,  up  to  the  third  hour,  I  was  in 
a  certain  fire,  so  clear  and  lucid,  that  if  all  and  each  of  the 
stars  in  the  firmament  glittered  like  the  sun,  they  would  not 
exceed  the  clearness  of  this  fire.  The  same  fire  was  also  as 
burning  as  if  every  fire  on  earth  were  united  in  one,  and  as 
wide  as  the  square  green  plot  of  grass  which  is  in  the  en- 
closure of  the  Brothers'  Cloister."  And  he  added,  saying  : 
"  The  Brethren  powerfully  helped  me  in  their  Masses  and 
prayers,  so  that  I  escaped  from  the  place  of  punishments. 
And  thou,  beloved  one,  hast  by  thy  tears  given  me  refresh- 
ment against  the  burning  of  the  fire.  For  one  tear  shed 
through  fervent  charity  gives  as  much  pardon  of  punish- 
ments and  more  than  punishments  of  ten  years,  as  Saint 
Augustine  testifies,  who  said  :  '  O  tear,  how  great  is  thy 
power !  Thou  conquerest  the  unconquerable  ;  thou 
bindest  the  Almighty  ;  thou  art  of  more  avail  than  ten 
purgatorial  years,"  (Cod.  Paen.).  Then  this  virgin  said  : 
*  Where  was  blessed  Agnes  with  her  companions  whilst  you 
were  in  the  punishment  ?"  To  whom  he  replied  :  "  They 
had  surrounded  the  place  of  torments  awaiting  me." 

Then  the  virgin  inquired,  "  How  could  they  bear  you  to 
be  thus  tortured  in  their  very  presence  ?  To  whom  he 
answered  without  disturbance  :  ..  They  saw  me  punished 
because  the  justice  of  God  required  it.  In  that  fire  I  swam 
about  like  a  fish  which  moves  to  and  fro  in  the  lake,  nor 
could  I  get  out,  since  Divine  Justice  held  me  captive. 
But  now  I  am  in  the  society  of  all  these  women,  and, 
together  with  the  more  powerful,  I  possess  a  more  sublime 
dignity."  To  whom  the  virgin  said  :  "  How  can  this  be, 
since  they  are  martyrs  ?"  To  whom  he  replied  :  "  What 
are  you  saying  ?  I,  living  under  obedience,  suffered  mar- 
tyrdom for  thirty-seven  years,  whilst  these,  in  one  day, 
or  a  little  more,  finished  their  martyrdom." 

With  regard  to  Brother  Erlolfus,  this  virgin  told  me, 
during  his  lifetime,  that  she  always  got  from  blessed  Agnes 
whatever  she  asked  through  the  intercession  of  Brother 
Erlolfus."1 

1  Ven.  Agnetis  Blannbekin  quae  sub  Rudolpho  Hapsburgico  et 
Alberto  I.  Austriacis  Imperatoribus  Viennae  floruit  Vita  et  Revela- 
tiones.  Auctore  Anonymo  Ord.  F.  Min.  Viennae,  1731.  Chapters 
227  and  228,  pp.  290-294. 
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The  Bollandists  relate,  in  the  life  of  blessed  Christina  of 
Stumbeli  (died  1312),  that  Father  John  of  Castillo  was 
visited  by  Saint  Agnes,  and  encouraged  by  her  to  bear 
patiently  the  trials  to  which  he  was  about  to  be  subjected. 
She  pointed  out  how  much  it  would  contribute  to  his  salva- 
tion and  God's  glory,  were  he  to  be  assailed  by  the  evil 
spirits.1 

Neither  her  presence,  however,  nor  her  words  were 
needed  to  stir  up  the  noble  Joinville  to  die  with  resignation. 
The  example  of  her  own  heroic  courage  was  sufficient  for 
this.  He  himself  tells  us  that,  on  their  way  to  Damietta, 
after  the  release  of  Saint  Louis,  their  galley  was  boarded 
by  some  of  those  who  had  killed  the  Sultan  Moadan. 
"  About  thirty  of  them  came  with  drawn  swords  and 
Danish  battle-axes.  I  asked  Sir  Baldwin  d'Ibelin,  who 
had  a  good  knowledge  of  Saracenic,  what  these  men  were 
saying,  and  he  answered  that  they  said  they  were  come  to 
cut  off  our  heads.  The  place  was  full  of  people  who  were 
confessing  to  a  Trinitarian  priest  who  had  accompanied 
Count  William  of  Flanders.  As  for  me,  I  did  not  call  to 
mind  any  sin  which  I  had  ever  committed  ;  but  I  was  think- 
ing that  the  more  I  defended  myself  and  the  more  efforts 
I  made  to  escape,  the  worse  it  would  be  for  me.  And  then 
I  made  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  went  on  my  knees  before 
a  carpenter,  and  said  :  "  Thus  died  Saint  Agnes."  Sir  Guy 
d'Ibelin,  Constable  of  Cyprus,  knelt  down  beside  me,  and 
I  said  to  him  :  "  I  absolve  you  with  such  power  as  God  has 
given  me."  But  when  I  stood  up,  I  did  not  remember 
anything  he  had  said  to  me. 

They  made  us  rise  from  where  we  were,  and  they  put  us 
in  the  hold  of  the  galley  close  together.  We  thought  that 
it  had  been  thus  arranged  because  they  did  not  wish  to 
attack  us  when  we  were  all  together,  but  to  kill  us  one  after 
the  other."2  < 

In  her  fourth  Exercise,  or  Renewal  of  Religious  Profes- 
sion, Saint  Gertrude  (died  1334)  thus  makes  a  most  fervent 
appeal  to  Saint  Agnes  for  Divine  love  :  "  O  Saint  Agnes, 
thou  who  dost  follow  the  Lamb  in  thy  delicate  beauty, 
who  dost  exult  in  being  a  captive  in  the  bonds  of  His  love, 
in  having  received  the  sweet  pledge  of  His  faithfulness,  and 

1  Boll.  Acta  SS.  T.  XXV.  T.     3  Junii,  p.  235. 

2  Memoires  de  Jean  Sire  de  Joinville  publies  par  M.  Francisque 
Michel.     Paris,  a.d,  1858,  pp.  107-108. 
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in  being  brought  into  His  secret  chamber,  obtain  for  me  that 
I  may  be  inflamed  like  Thee  with  love  of  Jesus,  my  Spouse."1 

Our  Lord  was  pleased  to  grant  her  a  vision  of  this  Saint, 
which  I  shall  give  from  her  own  works  :  "  The  night  of  the 
Feast  of  Saint  Agnes,  our  Saint  (Gertrude)  rejoiced  in  her- 
self that  Our  Lord  was  glorified  by  the  love  which  this  holy 
virgin  had  for  Him,  and  that  the  entire  heavenly  court  so 
strongly  took  up  the  words  which  she  had  spoken  at  her 
death,  and  which  the  Church  pronounces  on  her  Festival. 
Gertrude  reflected,  also,  on  her  own  weakness,  and  said  : 
1  Ah,  Lord,  what  sweetness  and  consolation  I  should  have 
felt  within  my  soul  at  hearing  these  amiable  words,  if  my 
infirmity  had  not  prevented  me  from  listening  to  them  !' 
1  I  reserve  these  sweetnesses  and  consolations  for  you  in 
myself/  answered  Our  Lord,  '  and  either  here  or  in  the  next 
life  you  shall  taste  others,  which  will  be  all  the  more  sweet 
inasmuch  as  they  shall  contain  less  of  the  insipidity  of  your 
own  will.' 

"  This  gave  her  to  understand  that  neither  obstacles  nor 
malice  on  the  part  of  men  can  do  injury  to  the  salvation 
and  happiness  of  the  elect.  Now,  whilst  they  were  reading 
the  sixth  lesson  of  the  Office,  in  which  it  is  related  that 
Saint  Agnes  was  accused  of  being  a  Christian  from  her 
infancy,  and  so  occupied  with  magic  arts  that  she  made  no 
difficulty  about  calling  Jesus  Christ  her  Spouse  :  ■  Ah  !' 
cried  Gertrude,  '  what  does  not  Your  Divine  Majesty  suffer 
from  the  insolence  of  men  !'  Our  Lord  answered  her  : 
'  The  Divine  Love,  which  binds  Me  to  Agnes  and  Agnes  to 
Me,  is  a  kind  of  satisfaction  for  all  these  indignities  and 
outrages.'  '  O  Lord,'  said  she,  '  grant  all  Your  elect  the 
grace  to  attach  themselves  to  You  with  such  inviolable 
fidelity  that  You  shall  no  longer  count  as  anything  all  the 
injuries  of  men  !' 

"  On  the  Feast  of  Saint  Augustine,  whilst  God  was  show- 
ing her  the  merits  of  many  Saints,  she  desired  also  to  know 
something  about  those  of  Saint  Agnes,  the  amiable  virgin 
whom,  from  her  infancy,  she  had  loved  with  such  tender- 
ness. Our  Lord,  yielding  to  her  desire  and  prayer,  raised 
His  arm,  and  showed  her  this  great  Saint,  of  a  most  amiable 
and  sweet  form,  united,  as  it  were,  with  the  very  Heart  of 
God,  to  point  out  her  extraordinary  innocence,  and  make 

1  Exercises  of  Saint  Gertrude.  Burns  and  Lambert,  London, 
1863,  pp.  74-75. 
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known  the  effect  of  the  sage's  words :  '  Incorruption 
bringeth  near  to  God '  (Wisd.  vi.  20).  For  this  Saint 
appeared  so  close  to  God  that  it  seemed  as  if  no  one  in 
heaven  could  approach  her  innocence  and  happiness. 

"  Hence  she  understood  that  there  is  no  moment  at  which 
God  does  not  put  before  Him  the  devotion  and  joy  that 
good  souls  have  felt,  or  still  feel,  at  the  sweet  words  of  Saint 
Agnes,  to  excite  themselves  to  Divine  love  and  true  devo- 
tion. She  saw  also  that  He  makes  this  devotion  and  joy 
of  His  heart  flow,  like  sweet  nectar,  into  that  of  this  holy 
virgin,  which  is  so  intimately  united  with  His,  and  that  this 
same  virgin,  being  marvellously  embellished  by  it,  casts 
rays  of  light  at  every  moment  on  souls  whose  zeal  and 
piety  she  loves."1 

It  was  on  her  Festival  that  Blessed  Henry  Suso,  O.P. 
(died  1365),  had  his  first  ecstasy  in  the  convent  choir  after 
the  midday  meal ;  and  on  her  Festival  also,  some  years  later, 
that  he  won  back  his  erring  sister  to  God,  most  touchingly 
pleading  her  cause  with  this  virgin-martyr  beforehand.2 

Having  beheld  a  warrior,  in  time  of  danger,  encourage 
himself  to  die  by  the  example  of  our  young  heroine,  and  a 
virgin  in  the  cloister  rejoicing  at  her  glory,  let  us  now  pass 
to  the  Court,  where  we  shall  find  a  King  imitating  Constan- 
tine's  veneration  of  the  martyr-maiden. 

Charles  V.  of  France  sent  to  Rome,  as  a  sign  of  his  great 
devotion  to  Saint  Agnes,  a  golden  statue  of  the  Saint  with 
her  little  lamb,  also  of  gold,  weighing  three  marks,  six 
ounces,  and  six  denarii,  on  a  base  of  silver  gilt,  weighing 
five  marks,  half  an  ounce,  and  fourteen  denarii,  to  be  placed 
for  ever  among  the  treasures  of  her  Church.  He  also  offered 
300  golden  ducats  for  the  use  of  the  monastery  attached  to 
the  Basilica.  Pope  Gregory  XI.  (1370-1378),  who  was  then 
resident  at  Avignon,  forwarded  a  brief  to  Luke,  Bishop  of 
Nocera,  his  Vicar  at  Rome,  to  receive  these  gifts  in  her 
basilica.3 

1  Les  Insinuations  de  la  Divine  Piete,  ou,  La  Vie  et  les  Revelations 
de  S.  Gertrude.  V.  et  A.  de  l'Ordre  de  S.  Benoit.  traduites  du 
Latin  par  un  Religieux  du  meme  ordre.  Avignon,  1842.  T.  11, 
L.  IV.,  C.  VIII.,  pp.  49-50. 

2  Life  of  Bl.  Henry  Suso,  pp.  11,  11 2- 113. 

3  Annales  Ecclesiastici.  Card.  Baronii.  Luccae,  1752.  Auctore 
Odorico  Raynaldo,  p.  238  ad.  an.  1373. 

Card.  Bartolini — or  his  printer — puts  Charles  IV.  le  Bel,  who  died 
in  1328.  Charles  V.  was  born  on  Saint  Agnes's  Day,  1337,  and  died, 
after  a  reign  of  sixteen  years,  in  1 380. 
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The  document,  which  pays  a  tribute  to  the  King's  renown 
for  piety  and  good  works,  need  not  be  copied  in  full,  as  its 
contents  are  given  in  the  statement  made  above.  It  is 
dated  ap.  Pontemsorgise.  VII.  Kal.  Junii — that  is,  at 
Pont  de  Borgues,  six  miles  from  Avignon,  May  27. 

Saint  Bridget  of  Sweden,  who  died  this  same  year,  1373, 
was  also  most  tenderly  devoted  to  the  Saint,  on  the  vigil 
of  whose  Feast  she  was  wont  to  fast  on  bread  and  water.1 
Birgerus,  her  biographer,  says  that  Saint  Agnes  was  given 
her  as  a  comfortress  and  mistress,  amongst  other  duties, 
having  to  teach  her  Latin.  It  would  not  be  quite  to  my 
purpose  to  cite  any  of  the  marvellous  instructions  given 
to  the  holy  widow  in  her  visions.  Those  who  wish  for  a 
spiritual  reflection  on  the  dignity  of  Mary  and  the  exercise 
of  the  Christian  virtues,  as  explained  by  Saint  Agnes,  may 
consult  the  Revelationes  SanctcB  Birgittce.2 

Though  Saint  Catherine  of  Sienna's  (died  1380)  great 
patroness  was  the  Dominican  Agnes  of  Montepulciano,  the 
virgin-martyr  also  had  a  share  in  her  veneration,  as  we  learn 
from  the  words  she  used  when  she  was  prevented  from  going 
on  an  embassy  with  Saint  Catherine  of  Sweden,  to  Queen 
Johanna  of  Naples  :  "  If  Agnes  and  Margaret,  and  so  many 
other  holy  virgins,  had  made  all  these  reasonings,  they 
would  never  have  obtained  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 
Have  we  not  a  Spouse  Who  is  willing  and  able  to  protect 
us  ?  Believe  me,  such  objections  proceed  from  a  want  of 
faith  rather  than  from  real  prudence."3 

I  must  here  pause  to  correct  a  mistake  regarding  a 
famous  historical  character,  who  died  during  the  century 
which  we  have  now  reached.  Robert  Sou  they  says  in  his 
Joan  of  Arc  (died  143 1),  putting  a  question  in  the  mouth 
of  one  of  the  Council  before  whom  she  had  been  brought, 
and  who  had  heard  of  her  visions  : 

"  '  Canst  thou  remember,  maid,  what  vision  first 

Seemed  more  than  fancy's  shaping  ?     From  such  tale 
Minutely  told  with  accurate  circumstance 
Some  judgment  might  be  formed.' 

The  maid  replied  : 
'  Amid  the  mountain  valleys  I  had  driven 
My  father's  flock.     The  eve  was  drawing  on, 

1  Boll.  Acta  SS.,  T.  LIL,  p.  512. 

2  Tomo  I.,  Lib.  III.,  Ch.  XII.,  XXX.  ;  Lib.  IV.,  Ch.  XL,  XVII., 
XX.,  XXIV.  ;  Lib.  VIII.,  Ch.  XV.  ;  Extra,  LXIII. 

3  History  of  Saint  Catherine  of  Sienna.     Drane  ;  p.  604. 
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When,  by  a  sudden  storm  surprised,  I  sought 

A  chapel's  neighbouring  shelter,  ruined  now. 

But  I  remember  when  its  vesper  bell 

Was  heard  among  the  hills,  a  pleasant  sound 

That  made  me  pause  upon  my  homeward  road, 

Awakening  in  me  comfortable  thoughts 

Of  holiness.     The  unsparing  soldiery 

Had  sack'd  the  hamlet  near,  and  none  was  left 

Duly  at  Sacred  Seasons  to  attend 

St.  Agnes'  Chapel.     In  the  desolate  pile 

I  drove  my  flock  with  no  irreverent  thoughts, 

Nor  mindless  that  the  place  on  which  I  trod 

Was  holy  ground.     It  was  a  fearful  night  ! 

Devoutly  to  the  Virgin  Saint  I  prayed, 

Then  heaped  the  withered  leaves  which  Autumn  winds 

Had  drifted  in,  and  laid  me  down  upon  them, 

And,  sure,  I  think  I  slept.     But  so  it  was, 

That,  in  the  dead  of  night,  Saint  Agnes  stood 

Before  mine  eyes,  such  and  so  beautiful 

As  when,  amid  the  house  of  wickedness, 

The  Power,  Whom  with  such  fervent  love  she  served, 

Veiled  her  with  glory.     And  I  saw  her  point 

To  the  moss-grown  Altar  and  the  Crucifix, 

Half-hid  by  weeds  and  grass  .  .  .  and  then  I  thought 

I  could  have  withered  armies  with  a  look, 

For  from  the  present  Saint,  such  divine  power 

I  felt  infused.  .  .  .     'Twas  but  a  dream,  perhaps. 

And  yet,  methought  that  when  a  louder  peal 

Burst  o'er  the  roof,  and  all  was  left  again 

Utterly  dark,  the  bodily  sense  was  clear 

And  accurate  in  every  circumstance 

Of  time  and  place.'  "1 

To  the  above  the  author  appends  various  historical  and 
laudatory  notes  ;  amongst  them  is  the  following  :  "  Saint 
Agnes,  Saint  Catherine,  and  Saint  Margaret  were  the  Saints 
more  particularly  reverenced  by  the  Maid  of  Orleans." 

Though  it  is  quite  correct  to  say  that  the  two  latter  were, 
it  seems  to  me  a  mere  poetical  licence  to  introduce  the  name 
of  Saint  Agnes.  Goerres  had  at  his  command  all  docu- 
ments concerning  Joan  of  Arc  found  up  to  his  time.  He 
gives  her  history  almost  entirely  in  her  own  words,  yet  he 
never  mentions  the  virgin-martyr's  name,  either  when  he 
treats  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans'  visions,  captivity,  or  heroic 
death.2 

1  Robert  Southey's  Poetical  Works.  Longman,  London,  1845  »* 
p.  27. 

2  Histoire  de  Joanne  d'Arc  Pucelle  d' Orleans  d'apres  les  Chron- 
iques  contemporaines,  traduit  de  l'Allemand  de  G.  Goerres. 
Bruxelles,  1840.     Chapitres  4e,  I7eme,  22e,  33c 
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Saint  Francesca  of  Rome  (1384-1440)  was  baptized,  and 
subsequently  confirmed,  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Agnes, 
Piazza  Navona.  Ever  afterwards  she  entertained  a  tender 
devotion  towards  the  Saint.  She  called  one  of  her  children, 
who  died  quite  young,  by  her  name.  Amongst  the  many 
apparitions  with  which  she  was  favoured  were  three  of 
Saint  Agnes,  accompanied  by  Saint  Mary  Magdalene.  She 
received  on  these  occasions  very  sublime  instructions  on 
the  nature  and  effects  of  Divine  love,  together  with  the 
gratitude  due  to  Jesus  Christ  for  what  He  has  been  pleased 
to  suffer  for  us.1  Cardinal  Bartolini,  quoting  a  rent-roll  of 
1419  from  the  archives  of  Sancta  Sanctorum,  gives  this 
notice,  which  proves  that  Saint  Frances's  mother  also  loved 
the  virgin-martyr.  The  Paul  Bussa  mentioned  therein  is 
Saint  Frances's  father.  "  Anniversarium  pro  Paula  Bussa 
de  regione  parionis  in  Ecclesia  S.  Agnetis  de  Agone  quia 
ejus  uxor  dictae  societati  donavit  unam  domunculam  cum 
horto  sitam  in  parochia  dictae  Ecclesiae  et  XXX.  ducatos 
quos  promisit  solvere."2 

Blessed  Clare  Gambacorti,  patroness  of  the  city  of  Pisa 
(died  1420) ,  when  torn  from  her  convent  by  her  family,  and 
left  in  desolation  by  God,  took  the  greatest  delight  in 
repeating,  amidst  her  sufferings,  the  words  of  Saint  Agnes  : 
"  Ipsi  soli  servo  fidem."3 

An  event  is  related  in  the  Life  of  Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore 
(1520-1583)  which  shows  that  Donna  Johanna  of  Austria, 
sister  of  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  spiritual  child  of  Father 
Antonio  de  Araoz,  S.J.,  and  foundress  of  the  Royal  Convent 
of  the  Discalced  Franciscan  Nuns  at  Madrid,  was  a  client 
of  the  Saint.  As  soon  as  Donna  Leonora,  Marchioness  of 
Navarre,  heard  of  this  lady's  death,  she,  in  her  distress,  sent 
for  Blessed  Nicholas,  whom  she  besought  to  pray  that  the 
soul  of  the  deceased  might  soon  be  admitted  to  glory.  As 
she  spoke  very  warmly  on  her  merits,  Blessed  Nicholas 
answered  with  a  smile  :  "  Lady,  the  soul  of  this  most  pious 
princess  is  already  in  the  enjoyment  of  heaven,  reaping  the 
reward  of  her  many  glorious  deeds."  Astonished  at  the 
quickness  of  his  reply,  the  Marchioness  asked  him  how  he 

1  Vie  de  S.  Francoise  Romaine.  Par  L'Abbe  P.  Vicaire-General 
d'Evereux.     Cleremont-Ferraud,  1841.     Tome  I.,  pp.  257.     T.  II., 

pp.  55.  56,  74,  75- 

2  Bartolini  Gli  Atti,  etc.     XVI. 

3  Les  Petits  Bollandistes.     Guerin,  T.  IV.,  p.  459.      17c  Avril. 
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knew  this.  "  Ten  days  ago  I  was  celebrating  Mass  for  the 
soul  of  Donna  Johanna,  when  she  suddenly  appeared  to  me, 
accompanied  by  Saints  Mary  Magdalene,  Dorothy,  Agnes, 
and  other  Saints,  to  whom  she  was  particularly  devoted  in 
her  lifetime.  She  assured  me  of  her  glory  and  of  the 
gratitude  with  which  she  will  for  eternity  bless  God  for 
enabling  her  so  heroically  to  despise  all  earthly  things,  to 
make  the  choice  of  holy  poverty  and  a  life  of  penance." 
Knowing  Blessed  Nicholas  to  be  so  great  a  Saint,  the 
authority  of  his  words  completely  satisfied  the  Marchioness, 
especially  as  she  remembered  that  Donna  Johanna  had 
always  shown  great  devotion  to  the  three  Saints  mentioned 
by  the  holy  man.1 

Some  pages  further  back  we  saw  that  Saint  Martin 
accurately  described  the  appearance  of  the  Saints  who 
visited  him.  This  had  often  been  done  by  those  favoured 
in  a  similar  manner.  One  such  description  of  Saint  Agnes 
has  survived  in  the  "  Life  of  Blessed  Catherine  of  Raconigi " 
(died  1547),  who  maintained  that  the  virgin-martyr  was 
beautiful,  but  very  little  ;  her  face  was  plump,  her  com- 
plexion reddish,  and  she  had  curling  hair.2  That  she  was 
1  little  "  is  beyond  doubt.  "  Saints  Cecily  and  Agnes 
were  small,  as  men  of  authority  and  eye-witnesses  told  me 
they  could  clearly  see  from  their  lately  discovered  relics, 
which  were  small.  But  what  a  spirit,  what  a  power  was  in 
them  !"  says  Cornelius  a  Lapide.3 

The  latter  part  of  the  description  must,  however,  be 
cautiously  accepted,  for,  as  Father  Faber  remarks  :  "  The 
visions  above  referred  to  of  Blessed  Catherine  are  of  the 
lowest  kind,  being  bodily  visions,  in  which  there  is  nothing 
to  hinder  an  admixture  of  nature.  She  might  have  seen 
pictures  of  these  Saints,  and,  while  they  did  really  appear 
to  her  in  vision,  they  might  have  appeared  outwardly  what 
her  imagination  had  previously  depicted  them.  This  is 
not  said  in  any  spirit  of  scepticism,  but  to  meet,  it  may  be, 
historical  objections."4 

This  is  the  place  to  introduce  the  account  of  Beatrix  de 

1  Life  of  Bl.  Nicholas  Fattore.  Orat.  edit.,  Ch.  XIV.,  pp.  516, 
517. 

*  Life  of  Bl.  Catherine  of  Raconigi.     Orat.  edit.,  p.  399. 

3  Com.  in  Zachariam  IV. 

4  Essay  on  the  Interest  and  Characteristics  of  the  Lives  of  the 
Saints,  pp.  78,  79. 

2 


18    THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 

la  Madre  di  Dios,  the  first  nun  to  enter  the  convent  of  the 
Carmelites  at  Seville.  She  had  much  to  suffer  in  childhood 
from  an  aunt,  whom  some  persons  accused  her  of  a  desire 
to  kill.  At  twelve  years  of  age  she  made  a  vow  of  chastity, 
and  when  her  parents  wished  her  to  marry  she  refused. 
I  give  the  rest  in  Saint  Teresa's  words  :  "  The  devil,  who 
blinded  them,  or  God,  Who  permitted  it,  that  she  might 
be  a  martyr,  made  them  imagine  that  she  had  committed 
some  great  crime,  on  account  of  which  she  could  not  marry. 
But  as  they  had  already  given  their  word,  and  now  saw  that 
the  affair  turned  out  otherwise  than  they  expected,  they 
beat  her  so  unmercifully,  and  tormented  her  in  so  many 
other  ways,  that  it  seemed  they  wished  to  hang  or  strangle 
her.  It  was  a  wonder  she  did  not  die  under  the  treatment 
she  received.  But  God,  Who  designed  her  for  greater 
things,  preserved  her  life.  She  told  me  that,  in  the  midst 
of  all  her  sufferings,  she  felt  nothing,  as  it  were,  for  she 
remembered  what  Saint  Agnes  had  suffered  (whom  Our 
Lord  brought  to  her  remembrance),  and  that  she  rejoiced 
to  suffer  something  for  her  Lord,  and  did  nothing  but  offer 
herself  to  Him."1 

Turning  away  now  from  Europe  to  Japan,  we  find  an 
octogenarian  named  Lucy  of  Fleites,  who  gave  her  life  at 
the  stake  along  with  the  Blessed  Charles  Spinola  in  1597, 
encouraging  herself  and  others  to  die,  with  the  thought  that 
Cecily,  Agnes,  and  Agatha  were  not  of  a  nature  different 
from  their  own.2 

About  this  period  there  lived  in  the  Order  of  Saint  John 
of  God  a  holy  Religious,  who,  to  his  Christian  name  of  John, 
had  added  that  of  the  Sinner."  He  had  a  great  devotion  to 
the  Immaculate  Conception,  and  had  put  himself  under  the 
special  protection  of  Saints  Agnes  and  John  the  Evangelist. 

M  One  night  a  Dominican  Religious  saw  a  numerous  and 
brilliant  troop  of  heavenly  spirits  going  towards  the 
Hospital  of  the  Father.  That  very  night  his  brethren 
heard  quite  a  Divine  harmony  in  his  cell.  When  they 
spoke  to  him  of  it,  he  said  :  '  It  is,  perhaps,  on  account  of 
the  image  of  the  Child  Jesus,  which  is  in  my  room,  and 
which   the   angels   have   been   pleased   thus   to   honour.' 

1  Book  of  the  Foundations,  translated  by  Rev.  J.  Dalton,  Ch. 
XXV.,  pp.  160,  161. 

2  Lives  of  the  Saints  and  Blessed  of  the  Three  Orders  of  Saint 
Francis.     Taunton,  1886.     Vol.  III.,  p.  145. 
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Still  his  brethren  pressed  him  so  strongly  that  he  could  not 
refuse  to  relate  to  them  this  vision.  '  Dear  sons,'  said  he, 
*  I  will,  then,  tell  you  this  for  your  consolation,  since  you 
have  need  of  it.  The  night  that  you  heard  this  heavenly 
music,  and  inhaled  these  paradisaical  perfumes,  my  dear 
mother  Saint  Agnes,  my  good  protectress,  with  a  great 
number  of  her  companions,  came  to  find  me,  singing  sweet 
canticles.  She  said  to  me  that  three  crowns  were  prepared 
for  me  in  heaven,  and  that  three  thrones  were  made  ready, 
of  which  mine  would  be  occupied  in  a  short  time,  and  the 
other  two  immediately  afterwards.'  "*  He  died  June  3, 
1600,  and  was  beatified  by  Pius  IX.  November  13,  1853. 

Saint  Mary  Magdalene  de  Pazzi  (died  1607)  underwent 
for  five  years  a  probation  or  trial  on  the  part  of  God,  at  the 
end  of  which  she  was  richly  rewarded.  Fourteen  of  her 
patron  Saints  came  in  couples  to  bestow  gifts  for  her 
fidelity.  Saints  Thomas  of  Aquin  and  Agnes  were  the  first 
pair.  They  adorned  her  with  a  beautiful  crown,  on  which 
was  written,  "  Tu  videbis,  jugum  meum  super  te  est," 
to  the  right,  and  the  complacency  of  the  Word  in  His 
Spouse  to  the  left.  When  receiving  this  crown  she  made  an 
exterior  movement,  as  though  a  garland  were  placed  on 
her  head,  and  she  spoke  these  words  :  "  The  crown  which 
you  now  give  me  will  not  prevent  the  crown  of  thorns" 
(which,  as  was  said  in  its  place,  the  Lord  had  given  her  five 
years  previously) ;  "it  will  even  embellish  them."2  As  the 
Saint's  mystical  commentary  on  the  words  of  Saint  Agnes 
is  rarely  found,  I  shall  here  give  it  from  vol.  ii.,  chap- 
ter xxxi.,  pp.  758-761,  of  the  work  just  cited. 

Ecstatic  Discourse  in  Praise  of  Saint  Agnes,  ex- 
plaining many  Sayings  of  that  Holy  Virgin  in 
a  Wonderful  Manner. 

On  the  Feast  of  the  Virgin  and  Martyr,  Saint  Agnes,  she, 
when  meditating  on  these  words  of  the  Psalm  (xlv.  3), 
M  And  the  mountains  shall  be  removed  into  the  heart  of  the 
sea,"   was  wrapt  in  ecstasy,   and  thus  began  to  speak  : 

1  La  vie  du  Bienheureux  Jean  Grande  dit  le  Pecheur.  Vies  des 
Saints.  Ribadineira  traduction  Francaise  par  l'Abbe  Darras. 
T.  VI.,  pp.  68,  82. 

2  Vita  e  Ratti  de  S.M.M.  de  Pazzi.  Lucca,  1716.  Leonardo 
Venturini.     Tomo  I.     Parte  I.     C.  XLVL,  pp.  111-113. 

2 — 2 
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"  This  mountain  is  the  Wisdom  of  God.  This  sea  is  the 
Virgin  Agnes,  into  whose  heart  the  Divine  Wisdom  was 
carried.  Oh,  how  well  she  gave  a  sign  of  it  when  she  spoke 
so  highly  of  the  greatness  of  her  heavenly  Spouse,  pointing 
out  His  exceeding  purity  and  love,  which  had  made  a 
pleasant  nest  in  her  heart."  Then  she  passed  on  to  con- 
template these  words,  which  the  Virgin  Agnes  spoke :  "  I 
love  Christ,  into  whose  couch  I  shall  enter  " ;  and  upon  these, 
she  being  filled  with  the  greatest  joy,  expressed  the  following 
devout  sentiments  :  "  The  intrinsic  love  which  Agnes  had 
for  her  beloved  Spouse  had  opened  for  her  at  will  a  passage 
into  His  Divine  Couch.  And,  indeed,  as  familiars,  friends, 
and  private  chamberlains  of  great  lords  can  treat  intimately 
with  them,  thus  she  had  power  to  enter  the  chamber  of 
God,  and  entered  there  when  she  willed.  Yea,  as  a  Spouse 
she  went  into  the  Couch  of  the  King,  with  whom  she  held 
secret  and  loving  familiar  intercourse.  Thence  she  drew 
those  Divine  and  deep  secrets  of  eternal  wisdom,  which, 
being  afterwards  made  known  to  the  world  with  such 
Divine  eloquence,  filled  all  who  heard  them  with  astonish- 
ment. Oh,  with  what  wisdom  and  sweetness  is  the  voice 
filled  which  this  Spouse  of  my  word  speaks  :  '  When  I  love 
Him,  I  am  chaste  ;  when  I  touch  Him,  I  am  pure  ;  when  I 
receive  Him,  I  am  a  virgin.'  "  She  then  passed  on  to  the 
contemplation  of  those  other  words  of  Saint  Agnes : 
"  Honey  and  milk  I  have  received  from  His  mouth,"  and 
thus  said  :  "  This  glorious  Saint  had  received  honey  and 
milk  from  the  mouth  of  God.  The  Humanity  of  the  Word 
is  the  mouth,  the  honey  Charity,  and  the  milk  a  flavour  of 
the  Divine  sweetness,  yea,  a  feeling  which  makes  the  soul 
a  partaker  (as  far  as  it  is  capable)  of  the  Divinity  of  God. 
However,  when  God  communicates  even  the  least  particle 
of  His  sweetness  to  the  soul,  it  becomes  thereby  so  bold  and 
strong,  that  it  does  not  fear,  through  love  of  Him,  to  enter 
burning  furnaces,  to  stand  amidst  keen  knives,  and  suffer 
the  severest  torments  and  pains.  For  this  little  feeling  of 
the  Divinity  of  God,  which  the  soul  possesses,  conformable 
to  its  capacity,  makes  it,  as  it  were,  altogether  lose  bodily, 
along  with  sensible,  feeling.  This  took  place  not  only  in 
Agnes,  but  in  many  and  great  Saints,  who  so  rejoiced  in 
martyrdom  that  their  suffering  ceased.  But  let  us  now 
return  to  understand  the  rest  of  those  sweet  words  : 
'  Honey  and  milk  I  have  received  from  His  mouth ' ;  since 
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I  perceive  the  Blessed  Agnes  who  thus  speaks.  I  have 
received  from  the  mouth  of  my  heavenly  Spouse  milk  and 
honey,  that  is  Charity,  which  extends,  in  this  sense,  more  to 
the  love  of  one's  neighbour  than  to  the  love  of  God.  Honey, 
though  sweet,  is  somewhat  rough.  This  signifies  that,  in 
loving  one's  neighbour,  we  suffer  to  some  degree,  especially 
when,  through  duty,  we  love  God  and  live  perfectly  ; 
because,  in  seeing  the  creature  offend  God,  which  is  so 
shameful  to  one'£  thoughts,  it  is  only  with  difficulty  that 
we  can  love  him  through  interior  love,  which  draws  us  to 
God,  Who  is  offended  by  such  a  sinner.  Still,  God  wishes 
us  to  love  sinners  just  like  the  good  ;  and  to  wish  well  to  our 
persecutors  and  offenders,  as  to  those  who  love  us.  There- 
fore, the  glorious  Agnes,  having  charity  infused  into  her  by 
her  beloved  Spouse,  not  only  charity  towards  God,  but 
likewise  towards  her  neighbour,  which  is  understood  by 
honey,  could  have  easily  experienced  the  roughness  of  this 
honey  in  suffering  the  ignominious  injuries  done  her  by 
creatures  ;  hence  she  could  well  say  :  '  I  have  received  honey 
from  the  mouth  of  my  Spouse,  which  is  charity  ;  it  has 
given  me  power  to  be  able  to  love  my  enemies,  who  would 
otherwise  have  incited  me  to  hatred,  on  account  of  offending 
my  God  in  me.'  Saint  Agnes  also  received  milk  from  the 
Divine  Mouth.  Milk  contains  a  sweetness  much  more 
delicate  than  that  of  honey.  It  strengthens  and  nourishes, 
and  we  receive  it  from  the  breasts  with  the  mouth.  It 
originates  in  the  interior  of  the  giver,  being  a  portion  of  the 
substance  which  she  who  gives  it  has  within  herself. 
Therefore,  the  milk  of  the  Divinity  of  God  is  very  delicate, 
and  nourishes  the  soul  which  receives  it,  by  fortifying  it,  as 
has  been  said.  We  receive  it  with  the  mouth,  from  the 
Breasts  of  the  Humanity  of  the  Word.  But,  what  do  you 
mean,  Saint  Agnes,  by  saying  that  you  received  milk,  not 
from  the  Breasts  of  the  Word,  but  from  His  Mouth  ?  She 
means  that  the  Word  communicates  to  the  soul  that  delicate 
feeling  of  His  Divinity  by  means  of  the  Mouth  of  His 
Humanity,  and  that  the  soul  draws  it  to  itself  by  means  of 
the  mouth  of  desire.  Milk  originates  in  the  interior  of  her 
who  gives  it,  and  belongs  to  her  substance  ;  thus,  the 
feeling  and  taste  which  the  soul  receives  in  taking  com- 
placency in  the  Divinity,  it  receives  by  means  of  the  Word 
Incarnate.  We  may  even  call  the  Holy  Gospel  most  sweet 
milk,  which  is  given  to  us  through  the  mouth  of  the  Church, 
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by  means  of  the  holy  Evangelists  and  Doctors,  who  have 
explained  it.  Let  Him  Who  loves  thee,  and  Who,  in  some 
way,  has  knowledge  of  Thee,  0  my  God,  say  how  full  this 
Gospel  is  of  the  sweetness  and  mildness  of  the  Divinity  and 
Humanity  of  the  Word.  This  milk  nourishes  the  soul, 
which,  through  faith  and  desire,  places  its  mouth  on  the 
two  plenteous  breasts  of  the  Divinity  and  Humanity  of  my 
Spouse,  which  are  manifested  to  us  in  the  Holy  Gospel  itself ; 
hence  this  soul  is  strengthened  by  His  virtue."  She  here 
ceased  to  reason,  and  awoke  from  this  fervent  ecstasy, 
inflamed  with  such  zeal,  that  living  rays  of  charity  and 
Divine  love  seemed  to  issue  from  her  countenance. 

It  would  be  strange  if  those  who  bear  the  name  of  Agnes 
did  not  show  some  special  devotion  to  her.  Many,  no 
doubt,  whose  deeds  are  not  recorded,  did  so.  One  who 
died  in  1634 — namely,  Venerable  Agnes  of  Jesus  Domini- 
caness, of  the  Convent  of  Saint  Catherine  of  Sienna  at 
Langeac — was  her  faithful  client  and  imitatrix.  Her  bio- 
grapher says  :  "  In  the  first  place,  having  received  the  illus- 
trious virgin-martyr  Saint  Agnes  in  baptism  as  her 
patroness,  she  entertained  towards  her  special  sentiments 
of  veneration,  love,  and  confidence.  Consequently,  this 
great  Saint  never  failed  to  be  truly  her  patroness  with  God, 
and  to  favour  her  in  different  ways.  Once  she  appeared 
(a.d.  1626),  and  led  her  into  a  very  large  and  beautiful  hall. 
A  great  number  of  virgins  were  assembled  there,  amongst 
whom  was  this  glorious  martyr,  much  more  beautiful  and 
more  richly  adorned  than  the  others.  She  wore  on  her  head 
a  crown  of  precious  gems,  and  held  a  palm  in  her  hand. 
Her  robe  was  embellished  with  precious  stones,  which 
differed  very  much  from  those  of  earth.  Mother  Agnes 
very  respectfully  drew  near  her  to  hear  what  she  had  to  say. 
She,  in  fact,  made  a  discourse,  which  lasted  some  time. 
But  nothing  else  was  remarked,  except  that  she  exhorted 
her  to  constantly  love  her  Divine  Spouse.  The  same 
Saint  Agnes  often  honoured  her  with  similar  visits.  She 
did  it  so  willingly  that  once,  on  the  eve  of  her  Feast,  she 
spent  the  whole  day  with  her,  appearing  to  her  wherever 
she  happened  to  be."1 

"  On  the  Feast  of  Saint  Caecilia,  V.M.,  in  1625,  Sister 
Agnes  received  a  visit  from  this  Saint  and  Saint  Agnes,  her 

1  Vie  de  la  Ven.  M£re  Agnes  de  Jesus,  par  M.  de  Lantages.  Paris, 
1863.     T.  II.,  Ch.  XVIII.,  pp.  401-402. 
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patroness.  As  we  have  already  seen,  these  blessed  souls 
were  particularly  dear  to  her.  '  My  darling,'  said  Saint 
Caecilia,  '  did  you  think  that  I  would  fail  to  visit  you  to-day  ? 
Courage,  Empress  Saint  Agnes  ;  they  may  forbid  you  to 
enter  your  room,  but  they  cannot  take  away  from  you  the 
love  of  your  Spouse.  Rejoice  ;  for  I  have  obtained  Com- 
munion for  you  from  His  goodness.'  That  day  the  Prioress 
had  not  judged  it  suitable  to  allow  her  to  receive."1 

Saint  Hyacinth  Mariscotti,  V.  (died  1640),  often  said, 
both  by  word  and  writing,  that,  in  order  to  preserve  purity, 
it  was  necessary  to  fervently  invoke  the  Queen  of  Virgins, 
Mother  of  God  ;  Saint  Agnes,  V.M.  ;  Saint  Thomas  of  Aquin  ; 
Saint  Philip  Neri ;  Saint  Catherine  of  Sienna  ;  and  other 
Saints,  male  and  female,  who  have  been  remarkable  in  the 
Church  for  this  angelic  virtue.2 

This  was  done  by  the  Venerable  John  Thomas  Eustachio, 
Bishop  of  Larino  (died  1641).  For,  "as  he  thought  it  a 
long  time  to  wait  till  his  twenty-first  year  before  solemnly 
consecrating  his  virginity  to  God,  he  offered  it  by  a  private 
vow  to  the  Divine  Majesty  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old. 
Besides  our  Blessed  Lady,  he  chose  as  the  guardians  of  his 
purity  the  two  most  holy  virgins,  Saint  John  the  Baptist 
and  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  the  holy  Saint  Agnes,  and 
the  angelic  Saint  Thomas  Aquinas."3 

Everyone  who  knows  anything  of  spiritual  books  has 
heard  of  a  celebrated  Franciscan  nun,  whose  Mystical  City 
of  God  has  obtained  a  world-wide  renown.  I  allude  to 
Mary  d'Agreda  (died  1665).  Few,  however,  know  who 
were  her  helpers  in  the  composition  of  this  work.  The 
account  is  thus  given  by  the  writer  of  her  life  : 

"  As  the  Incarnate  Wisdom  was  preparing  to  manifest 
to  the  world  in  such  a  special  manner  the  excellences  of 
His  most  holy  Mother,  whom  He  had  created  with  an  ad- 
mirable suitability  for  this  dignity,  He  sent  two  of  His 
servants  as  forerunners,  who,  by  assisting  the  immediate 
instrument  that  was  to  write  on  this  subject,  thereby  con- 
curred with  the  famous  publication  of  the  Mystical  City  of 
God.  The  Venerable  Mother  Mary  of  Jesus,  His  faithful 
servant,  being  engaged  in  her  usual  exercises,  entirely  occu- 

1  Lib.  cit.,  T.  II.,  Ch.  XV.,  pp.  346-348. 

2  Vie  de  S.  Hyacinthe  Mariscotti,  par  F.M.A.  de  Latera,  traduit 
de  l'ltalien,  par  M.  Allibert,  Ch.  VIII.,  p.  59. 

3  Life,  etc.,  Orat.  edit.,  Ch.  VIII.,  p.  190. 
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pied  with  God,  and  separated  from  creatures,  conceived  a 
great  desire  to  live  always  in  interior  recollection.  The 
Lord,  when  satisfying  her  desires,  after  having  granted  her 
a  singular  favour,  in  which,  being  raised  to  heaven,  He 
showed  her,  in  an  admirable  manner,  the  glory  which  His 
Saints  enjoy  in  Himself,  said  to  her  :  '  I  am  faithful  and 
admirable  towards  My  creatures.  I  desire  to  favour  and 
communicate  Myself  to  them,  and  I  call  and  choose  you  for 
this  purpose.  I  do  not  leave  My  works  incomplete  or  with- 
out perfection.  Be  faithful  to  and  love  Me  much  ;  dilate 
your  heart  and  put  it  in  My  hands.  Employ  yourself 
entirely  in  serving  Me,  and  beware  lest  creatures  trouble 
you.  I  wish  that  your  conversation  should  be  with  Me 
alone,  with  My  Angels  and  Elect.  This  is  where  your 
dwelling-place  ought  to  be,  and  you  must  be  removed  from 
everything  earthly.  In  order  that  you  may  accomplish 
this,  I  shall  give  you  as  companions  two  virgins,  My 
Spouses,  with  whom  you  are  to  converse.  I  desire  you  to 
have  two  kinds  of  Beings  with  whom  to  communicate — 
namely,  the  Angelic  and  Human  natures.  I  have  already 
given  you  My  angelic  spirits,  who  have  been  your  faithful 
guardians.  I  am  now  going  to  give  you  two  of  My  Elect, 
who  are  human  beings.'  As  soon  as  the  Lord  had  said  these 
words,  two  holy  virgins  of  extreme  beauty  appeared  to  her. 
She  at  once  knew  that  they  were  Saints  Ursula  and  Agnes, 
towards  whom  she  was  singularly  devoted.  She  also  under- 
stood that  His  Divine  Majesty  said  to  them  :  '  My  Spouses, 
I  recommend  My  beloved  Mary  to  you  ;  keep  her  company  ; 
console  and  encourage  her  to  be  My  faithful  Spouse.' 
The  servant  of  God  was  very  much  comforted  by  this 
favour,  gave  thanks  to  His  Divine  Majesty  for  it,  and  re- 
ceived the  Saints  with  humble  gratitude. 

"  She  thenceforth  felt  that  these  glorious  virgins  were 
almost  continually  present  with  her,  and  that  she  received 
great  help — a  singular  advantage  and  sensible  consolation 
in  her  soul — from  this.  They  comforted  her  in  afflictions, 
encouraged  her  in  exercises  of  piety,  aided  her  in  combats, 
and  favoured  her  in  needs.  The  instructions  which  they 
gave  were  sublime  and  suited  to  her  state  ;  for  they  taught 
lessons  about  spiritual  things  as  persons  who,  being  of  the 
same  nature  and  sex,  had,  in  the  same  fight  between  the 
flesh  and  the  spirit,  exercised  the  sublimity  of  the  perfection 
which  they  inculcated.     They  made  known  to  her  how  to 
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abandon  earthly  goods,  to  be  a  faithful  Spouse  of  the  Most 
High,  to  employ  the  superior  part  of  her  soul,  to  roughly 
treat  and  modestly  regulate  the  sensitive  part,  to  act  pru- 
dently in  her  indispensable  intercourse  with  creatures 
whilst  she  lived  in  this  valley  of  miseries.  The  servant  of 
God  profited  so  much  by  the  advice  which  these  two  Saints 
gave  her  that,  in  order  always  to  remember  it,  she  wrote 
a  little  treatise  on  the  subject  which  she  laid  before  her 
confessor.  Amidst  such  admirable  favours,  she  lived,  as 
it  were,  in  a  glorified  state  ;  for  when  she  applied  herself  to 
prayer,  she  usually  saw  herself  surrounded  by  these  six 
angels  and  between  these  two  glorious  virgins.  Raising 
her  spirit  to  the  Lord,  she  employed  her  whole  being  in 
praising  Him,  together  with  the  Angels  and  Saints  who 
assisted  her  in  this  sublime  occupation.  This  was  the  state 
of  her  retreat  after  she  had  been  raised  to  this  hidden  way, 
when  her  brilliant  external  graces  had  ceased."1 

What  a  pity  that  the  above-mentioned  treatise,  from 
which  many  useful  lessons  might  have  been  learned,  was 
never  rewritten  after  its  destruction,  in  obedience  to  her 
confessor  ! 

The  author  of  her  life,  when  treating  of  her  chastity, 
mentions2  that  she  often  repeated  the  words  of  Saint 
Agnes  :  "  When  I  touch  Him  I  am  chaste,"  etc. 

One  year,  on  the  eve  of  the  Feast  of  Saint  Agnes,  the 
Benedictine  nun,  Blessed  Johanna  Mary  Bonomo  (1606- 
1670),  of  the  Monastery  of  Saint  Jerom,  Bassano,  having 
finished  her  work  of  collecting  eggs  in  the  poultry-yard, 
retired  to  the  choir  to  pray,  grieving  that  she  might  not 
receive  Our  Lord  on  the  Feast  of  the  Virgin  whom  she  loved 
so  well.  As  she  prayed,  the  young  Saint  appeared  to  her, 
and  bid  her  be  comforted,  because  the  heart  of  her  confessor 
would  change,  and  she  would  receive  the  Bread  of  Angels 
on  the  morrow.  She  rose  as  usual  next  day,  and  put  on 
her  cowl  in  preparation  for  the  Divine  Guest.  Whilst 
engaged  in  reading,  she  was  summoned  by  the  Abbess, 
who,  marvelling  to  see  her  in  her  cowl,  said,  M  What  have 
you  been  doing  ?  Perhaps  you  think  that  you  are  going 
to   Communion  ?"     She   answered,    "  Yes,    Mother,    if   it 

1  Vie  de  la  Ven.  Mere  Marie  de  Jesus  d'Agreda,  par  R.  P.  J.  X. 
Samaniego.  Traduit  par  R.  P.  Croset.  Paris,  1857.  Ch.  XIV., 
pp.  160-163. 

2  Lib.  cit.,  Ch.  XLII.,  p.  349. 


26    THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 

please  God."     "  Go,  then  ;  for  this  morning  you  are  to 
receive  Holy  Communion."1 

Another  Franciscan,  who  had  several  visions  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  Saint  Agnes,  and  different  Saints,  was 
Mother  of  Calvary,  Foundress  of  the  Reformed  Urbanist 
Clares  at  Limoges  (died  1673),  who  has  never  been  publicly 
honoured,  but  who  has  been  privately  invoked,  to  their 
great  advantage,  by  her  daughters.2 

Amongst  those  beatified  by  our  late  Holy  Father, 
Leo  XIII.,  on  February  27,  1888,  was  Josepha  Mary  of 
Saint  Agnes,  more  commonly  known  as  Inez  de  Beniganim, 
a  discalced  Augustinianess,  who  died  January  21,  1696. 
Not  less,  says  her  biographer,  was  the  devotion  which 
she  had  to  the  Saints.  She  was  especially  attached  to  the 
Patriarch  Saint  Joseph,  to  Saint  Anne,  Saint  Agnes,  Saint 
Augustine,  of  whose  Rule  she  made  profession,  and  to  the 
Saints,  whom  she  took  for  her  special  patrons  each  year. 
They  assisted  and  accompanied  her  when,  in  accordance 
with  the  Divine  Will,  she  went  in  spirit  to  assist  the  dying  ; 
all  repaid  her  with  singular  favours  for  the  devotion  she 
showed  towards  them.  On  their  festival  days  she  was 
regularly  visited  by  the  Saints,  who  communicated  in- 
effable consolations  to  her  soul.  It  would  be  too  long  to 
relate  all  these  special  favours,  as  they  were  almost  con- 
tinuous. It  will  suffice  to  mention  what  Our  Lord  did  for 
her,  on  the  Feast  of  the  glorious  Virgin  and  Martyr,  Saint 
Agnes,  to  show  how  greatly  this  servant  of  God  was  aided 
and  refreshed  by  the  Court  of  Heaven. 

Whilst  the  Venerable  Mother  was  assisting  in  the  choir  with 
the  Religious  Ladies,  Christ  Our  Lord  appeared  to  her,  seated 
on  a  high  throne,  in  all  beauty  and  glory.  When  she  saw 
Him,  she  was  filled  with  a  feeling  of  her  own  sinfulness 
and  want  of  correspondence  with  such  great  graces.  She 
became  sad,  thinking  that  these  things  might  be  illusions  of 
the  devil,  or  the  effect  of  her  own  imagination,  and,  with 
deep  humility,  she  said  to  the  Lord  :  "  O  Lord,  my  Spouse 
and  Light  of  my  soul,  I  would  not  offend  You  in  anything. 
I  only  wish  to  serve  and  please  You.  I  fear  me  much  that 
these  things  are  only  my  fancies  and  illusions.  If  this  be 
so,  O  Lord,  I  renounce  them.     I  wish  for  nothing  but  to 

1  Life  of  Bl.  Johanna  M.  Bonomo.     Ch.  IX.,  p.  122. 

2  Lives  of  the  Saints  and  Blessed  of  the  Three  Orders  of  Saint 
Francis.     Taunton,  1886.     Vol.  II.,  pp.  44-47. 
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please  You,  my  Lord."  Hardly  had  she  said  this  when 
Our  Lord  caused  her  patroness,  Saint  Agnes,  to  appear, 
who  said  to  her  most  lovingly  :  "  Grieve  not,  O  daughter, 
at  these  things.  Thou  art  not  imagining  them.  Thy 
heavenly  Spouse,  of  His  infinite  goodness,  has  worked  all 
this  in  thee."  After  this  she  remained  most  calm  in  the 
affliction  which  used  to  happen  very  frequently  to  the 
Venerable  Mother,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see.  She  never- 
theless continued  to  receive  favours  ;  for  Christ  Our  Lord 
showed  her  His  open  Heart,  and  lovingly  said  :  "  From 
heaven  will  come  the  favours  which  I  will  bestow  upon 
those  whom  you  may  recommend  to  Me  on  this  Festival  of 
your  Patroness,  Saint  Agnes."  These  words  were  of  im- 
measurable comfort  to  the  servant  of  God,  but  far  greater 
when  the  same  Lord  showed  her  the  spiritual  helps  and 
celestial  consolations,  which,  by  means  of  their  Angels 
Guardian,  pious  souls  would  receive  on  that  day.  On 
another  occasion  Saint  Agnes  showed  her  goodness  by 
appearing  to  the  servant  of  God  on  her  Festival  Day,  whilst 
the  Community  were  singing  the  Matins  of  the  Saint.  She 
saw  her  surrounded  with  great  glory,  accompanied  by  the 
eleven  thousand  virgins,  a  great  number  of  angels  and 
heavenly  beings,  who  had  "  gone  before,"  amongst  whom 
were  Mothers  Catherine  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity,  and  Leo- 
cadia  of  the  Angels,  with  the  Religious  Ladies,  who  had  up 
till  then  died  in  that  convent. 

Mother  Agnes  said  that  the  choir  appeared  to  her  to  be 
a  part  of  heaven  ;  and,  whilst  the  Religious  were  intoning 
the  sweet  hymn,  Te  Deum  Laudamus,  she  heard  the  ex- 
quisite music  with  which  these  celestial  spirits  sang  the 
praises  of  the  Lord,  and  saw  the  joyous  dance  of  the  holy 
virgins,  who  seemed  to  her  to  be  in  the  midst  of  glory. 
Her  interior  rapture  became  so  great  that  she  felt  impelled 
to  join  in  the  dance,  but  she  strove  hard  to  repress  this 
desire,  in  order  not  to  interrupt  the  Divine  Office.  Whilst 
she  was  in  the  midst  of  this  conflict  with  herself,  the  de- 
ceased Mothers  Catherine  and  Leocadia  came  to  her,  and 
bade  her  dance.  She  replied,  with  her  usual  modesty  : 
"  Mothers,  I  do  not  care  about  it."  To  which  they 
answered  :  "  Agnes,  whether  you  care  for  it  or  not,  do  so  for 
the  love  of  God."  At  the  sound  of  these  words  she  could 
contain  herself  no  longer  ;  the  very  mention  of  "  for  the 
love  of  God  "  always  urged  her  on  to  anything  connected 
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with  God's  service.  Remembering,  too,  what  Christ  Our 
Lord  had  said  to  her,  which  has  been  already  related,  she 
joined  the  dance  of  the  choir  of  virgins,  and  continued  to 
dance  during  the  whole  time  of  the  singing  of  the  Te  Deum 
Laudamus.  Many  other  were  the  favours  which  the 
Virgin  Martyr,  Saint  Agnes,  and  other  Saints  procured  for 
her,  and  which  she  deserved  for  her  great  devotion  to  them.1 

In  the  treatise  on  her  Temperance,  it  is  said  that  she  fasted 
on  bread  and  water  on  the  vigil  of  Saint  Agnes,  sitting  on 
the  refectory  floor  ;2  whilst  the  Life  just  cited  states  that 
Our  Lady,  Saints  Joseph,  Agnes,  Ursula,  and  the  eleven 
thousand  virgins  came  to  assist  at  her  death.3 

It  would  appear,  also,  that  Father  Mariano  Sozzini  (died 
1670)  loved  the  Virgin-Martyr  ;  for  when  he  was  on  his 
death-bed,  and  after  the  reception  of  Holy  Viaticum,  her 
words  were  suggested  to  him  :  "  Jam  corpus  ejus  corpori 
meo  conjunctum  est  et  sanguis  ejus  ornavit  genas  meas." 
To  which  he  modestly  replied  :  "  Ipsi  soli  servo  fidem." 
Short]  y  afterwards  he  fled  from  this  world  to  the  embraces 
of  Him  Whom  He  desired."4 

In  a  note  regarding  the  church  in  the  Piazza  Navona, 
Rome,  Cardinal  Bartolini  says  :  "  Innocent  X.'s  heirs  in 
flesh  and  blood  were  also  his  heirs  in  the  spirit.  For 
they  always  contributed  by  new  legacies  and  gifts  to 
the  decoration  of  this  holy  temple.  Amongst  others,  Prince 
John  Baptist  (Pamphili)  deserves  special  mention.  By  a 
document  of  donation,  which  was  got  through  Fazi,  Octo- 
ber 1, 1709,  he  disposed  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  sulphur, 
ordering  two  millions  to  be  sold  ;  and  from  its  price  two 
thousand  scudi  were  to  be  deducted,  to  make  a  handsome 
canopy  of  silver,  illuminated  with  gold  and  jewels,  for  the 
exposition  of  the  Most  Holy  Sacrament.  In  like  manner, 
with  the  price  obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  other  half- 
million  of  sulphur,  mountain  places  were  to  be  bought,  to 
support  by  their  fruit-plantations  the  master  of  the 
chapel  and  the  organist,  who  was  to  keep  the  organ 
in   good   condition  ,;  (Documents   taken   from  the  Doria 

1  Vita  de  la  Ven.  Madre  Soror  Josepha  Maria  de  S.  Ines  compuesta, 
par  el  Fr.  Thomas  Vincente  Tosca.  Valencia,  1737.  L.  II.,  C.  VII., 
pp.  171175- 

2  S.R.C.  Valentina  Beatific  ;  et  Can  ;  Ven.  ;  Servae  Dei  Jos.  M. 
de  S.  Agnete.     Romae,  1820,  p.  285. 

8  Vita  cit.,  L.  IV.,  C.  II.,  p.  508. 
4  Life,  Orat.  edit.,  p.  415. 
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Pamphili  Archives,  Church  of  Saint  Agnes.  T.  II., 
No.  3).1 

A  descendant  of  Prince  John  Baptist — namely,  Prince 
Don  Philip  Doria  Pamphili — employed  Signor  Cavalieri 
Andrew  Busiri  to  restore  and  embellish  this  church  in 
a.d.  1855  and  1856.2 

It  was  the  Blessed  Eucharist,  which,  dyeing  her  cheeks, 
infused  such  remarkable  strength  and  purity  into  Saint 
Agnes.  It  was  the  same  gift  which  strengthened  and 
purified  a  saintly  lay-brother  of  the  Congregation  of  the 
Most  Holy  Redeemer — namely,  Brother  Gerard  Majella 
(died  1755) — who  numbered  Agnes  amongst  his  special 
patrons,  from  whom  he  expected  "  continual  assistance," 
and  got  it,  through  the  fervent  prayers  which  he  made, 
and  heroic  penances  which  he  practised  before  her  festival.3 

I  pass  over  the  revelations  of  Anne  Catherine  Emmerich, 
which  are  but  the  Acts  of  the  Saint  in  detail,  and  I  mention 
that  on  January  21  she  got  herself  carried  to  the  room 
where  the  Abbe  Lambert  lay  dying,  and  in  spite  of  her 
cough  held  a  long  conversation  with  him.  Saint  Agnes 
then  appeared,  consoled  her,  and  exhorted  her  to  suffer 
with  the  thought  that  no  pain  is  lost.4  Mother  McAuley 
(died  1841),  Foundress  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  wished 
them  to  choose  as  patrons  those  whom  they  could  best 
imitate.  There  was  Saint  Agnes  for  those  who  entered 
very  young.5 

Margaret  Dorothy  Tichborne  Hibbert,  daughter  of  a 
lady  widely  known  for  her  charity,  closed  her  young  and 
saintly  life  in  a.d.  1855.  She  was  sent,  when  only  nine 
years  old,  to  the  Convent  of  the  Institute  of  Mary  at  York, 
and  very  soon  showed  an  inclination  for  the  Religious  life. 
She  even  went  so  far  as  to  select  the  names  which  she 
desired,  later  on,  to  bear.  "  In  this  simple  matter  the 
choice  of  her  religious  name,"  says  her  biographer,  "  the 
devout  feelings  of  her  heart  find  an  expressive  mode  of 
manifesting  themselves.  Mary  Joseph  Seraphina  Agnes 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  was  the  title  she  resolved  to 
take  in  Religion.     She  selected  this  name  because  it  repre- 

1  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §  XVI. 

2  Vita  di  S.  Agnese.     Santini,  C.  XVI. 

8  Vie  du  Ven.  Gerard  M.  Majella,  par  un  P&re  Redemptoriste. 
C.  XVI.,  p.  258. 

4  Life  of  A.  C.  Emmerich.     New  York,  II.,  p.  621. 

6  Life.     New  York,  1880,  p.  453.  .  -  .-.*'•'    < 
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sented  to  her  mind  those  Angels  and  Saints  that  loved  God 
most.  Her  devotion  to  Saint  Agnes  was  something 
specially  deep  and  tender.  Her  spirit  was  sister  to  the 
spirit  of  Saint  Agnes.  An  heroic  love  of  virginal  purity 
dwelt  within  the  breast  of  Margaret  Hibbert  to  such  a 
degree  that,  if  the  occasion  had  offered  itself,  she  would 
willingly  have  laid  down  her  innocent  life  in  its  defence."1 

But  it  was  not  God's  will  that  these  pious  desires  should 
be  realized.  It  seems  to  have  been,  after  a  Retreat  given  by 
Rev.  Father  Prost,  C.SS.R.,  in  the  September  of  1854, 
that  her  feelings  underwent  a  complete  change.  The 
account  is  thus  given  by  her  biographer  :  "  The  longing  to 
become  a  nun  is  now  changed  into  a  longing  to  die  and  to 
go  at  once  home  to  God.  From  the  hour  this  blessed 
thought  seized  on  the  spirit  of  Margaret,  her  conversation 
became  less  and  less  of  earth  ;  she  often  spoke  of  the  happi- 
ness of  dying  young,  and  of  going  at  an  early  age  to  heaven  ; 
and  she  frequently  expressed  an  ardent  desire  not  to  live 
beyond  the  years  of  Saint  Agnes,  who  passed  to  the  embrace 
of  Jesus  in  her  thirteenth  year. 

'  She  had  now  entered  on  her  thirteenth  year.  A  some- 
thing seemed  to  say  to  her  that  it  was  to  be  her  last  on  earth. 
She  concealed  not  her  thoughts,  but  often  said  to  her  com- 
panions, with  a  look  of  triumph  :  '  I  am  now  at  the  age  at 
which  Saint  Agnes  died,'  intimating  at  the  same  time  that 
it  was  her  joyful  desire  to  die  that  year."2  And,  indeed, 
she  did.  "  She  became  ill  with  an  influenza  cold  on  May  I, 
and  passed  happily  away  from  this  life  eight  days  after,  at 
about  5  a.m.  It  is  remarkable  that  it  was  on  May  9,  and 
on  the  first  day  of  the  Octave  of  Saint  Michael,  the  head 
of  the  Seraphim,  that  this  ardent  lover  of  Jesus  was  trans- 
ported to  her  true  home  and  the  ever-verdant  lawns  of  the 
Heavenly  Jerusalem.  She  was  buried  in  the  family  vault, 
Rugby,  Warwickshire,  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month."3 

Next  after  this  child  let  me  mention  a  Jesuit  Father, 
Joseph  O'Callaghan,  a  native  of  Boston,  and  for  four  years 
President  of  Loyola  College,  Baltimore.  He  had  gone  to 
Rome  as  a  representative  of  the  Catholic  Societies  of 
Maryland,  and  sailed  from  Havre  in  the  steamship  Periere 
in  January,  1869,  on  his  return  journey.     When  the  vessel 

1  Life  of  Margaret  Hibbert,  by  Father  Cooke,  O.M.I. ,  pp.  60-61. 

2  Lib.  cit.,  pp.  62-63. 

3  MS.  Notes. 
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had  got  off  Brest  on  January  21  a  storm  came  on.  '*  The 
Father  remarked  to  his  companions  that  it  seemed  strange 
the  Feast  Day  of  Saint  Agnes  should  be  so  different  from  the 
spirit  and  character  of  the  Saint  herself  ;  for  '  she  was  all 
amiable,  and  sweet,  and  tranquil/  he  said."  "  Father 
O'Callaghan,"  adds  the  writer,  "  had  always  shown  a  most 
tender  devotion  towards  Saint  Agnes.  At  Rome,  a  few  weeks 
before,  he  had  visited  frequently  her  two  beautiful  churches, 
and  sought  out  all  the  spots  connected  with  her  memory. 
The  Saint  may  seem  to  have  taken  a  strange  way  of  reward- 
ing her  client,  for  it  was  while  reading  Second  Vespers  of 
her  office  that  he  was  killed  instantaneously  by  the  falling 
in  of  the  roof  of  the  cabin  in  which  he  was  seated.  But  his 
reward,  indeed,  began  then,  for  we  may  hope  that  this 
sudden  death  found  him  prepared  to  spend,  if  not  the 
remainder  of  the  First,  the  Second  Feast  of  Saint  Agnes  in 
heaven."1 

Father  Henry  Johnston  Marshall  (died  1875)  said  his 
first  Mass  in  the  basilica  of  the  Child-Martyr  fuori  le  tnura. 
She  was  his  heroine  years  before  Fabiola  had  made  her  the 
brightest  star  in  our  literature.2 

Next  comes  the  Roman  lady,  Maria  Franchi  Di  Cavalieri, 
who  died  September  7,  1888,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  and 
whose  Rule  of  Life  has  been  published.  In  it  we  find  the 
following  words,  under  the  heading  "  Every  Year  "  :  "I 
will,  besides,  make  Novenas  of  Saint  Joseph,  Saint  Louis, 
Saint  Stanislaus,  the  Guardian  Angels,  Saint  Agnes,  and 
Saint  Teresa,  accompanied  by  acts  of  mortification,  the 
greatest  on  their  vigils."3 

Several  others  might  be  spoken  of  who  in  modern  times 
have  signalized  their  devotion  to  her  ;  but,  as  they  are  still 
living,  I  shall  close  this  list  of  Agnes's  clients  with  the  name 
of  Monseigneur  Ponzi,  Titular  Archbishop  of  Metropolis  and 
Rector  of  the  Collegio  Capranica,  Rome,  who,  when  dying 
in  1896,  said  to  the  students  around  his  bed  :  "  Most  dear 
children,  I  am  sorry  at  being  separated  from  you,  but  Our 
Lord  desires  to  call  me  to  Himself.  Let  me  exhort  you  to 
strength  in  the  Faith,  to  attachment  towards  Saint  Peter's 
Chair,  and  at  the  same  time  to  piety  towards  the  Madonna 

1  Messenger  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  April,  1870,  pp.  256-257.  Art. 
"  Young  Saint." 

2  I.  E.  R.     July,  1894,  p.  594. 

8  Rule,  etc.     Washbourne,  1889,  p.  95. 
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and  her  most  pure  Spouse,  Saint  Joseph,  Saint  Agnes,  and 
the  patrons  of  the  cameratas.  I  especially  wish  to  urge  you 
to  devotion  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  the  most  Precious 
Blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  mutual  charity  and  fraternal 
peace.  And  now,  with  all  effusion  of  heart,  I  give  you  the 
holy  pastoral  benediction."1 

The  names  of  Saint  Cunegonda  (died  1040)  and  Saint 
Anthony  of  Padua  (died  1231)  have  been  purposely  omitted 
in  their  chronological  order,  for,  though  Cardinal  Bartolini 
states  that  they  were  particularly  devoted  to  Saint  Agnes, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  proofs  of  this  in  their 
lives,  except  what  I  shall  hereafter  mention  when  speaking 
of  the  last-named  Saint. 


1  The  Tablet,  April  18,  1896,  p.  614. 
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This  part  of  the  subject  may  be  best  treated  by  showing 
what  they  did  for  the  erection,  restoration,  or  adornment  of 
her  churches,  not  omitting  other  little  particulars.  As  she 
had  six  churches  or  oratories  in  Rome,  it  will  be  rather 
difficult  to  follow  the  chronological  order  as  hitherto  done. 
I  shall,  therefore,  begin  with  her  Basilica  outside  the  walls 
of  Rome,  and  complete  its  history  in  relation  to  the  Sovereign 
Pontiffs,  before  passing  to  anything  else.  For  what  I  shall 
say  I  am  mainly  indebted  to  the  work  of  Cardinal  Bartolini, 
who  cites  Anastasius  the  librarian  and  others  as  his 
authorities,  and  occasionally  copies  Piazza  almost  word  for 
word.  To  avoid  an  accumulation  of  foot-notes,  I  shall 
not  always  give  these  references,  which  in  several  cases  I 
have  verified. 

Pope  Saint  Sylvester  (314-335)  claims  to  be  first  men- 
tioned, as  it  was  under  his  Pontificate  that  the  Basilica 
fiiori  le  mura  was  erected  over  Agnes's  tomb  by  the 
Emperor  Constantine,  at  the  request  of  his  daughter 
Constantia.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  Pontiff  also 
consecrated  the  church. 

Whether  or  not  Constantine  left  the  pavement  un- 
finished we  cannot  say.  It  was  certainly  refitted  and 
brought  to  completion  by  Pope  Liberius  in  355.  More- 
over, His  Holiness  enriched  the  Martyr's  tomb  with  precious 
marble,1  and  when,  in  358,  he  returned  from  the  exile  into 
which  he  had  been  driven  by  Constantius,  he  took  up  his 
abode  near  it,2  for  he  always  professed  towards  her  a 
special  love. 

We  have  already  seen  a  proof  of  Pope  Saint  Damascus  I.'s 
(366-384)  great  devotion  to  Saint  Agnes  in  the  verses  which 
he  wrote  for  the  adornment  of  her  resting-place.     Lost  for 

1  Piazzi.  La  Gerarchia  Cardinal izia,  Tit.  37,  p.  603. 

2  Boll.  Acte  SS.  ad  Dies  Jan.  21  et  Feb.  18. 
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a  long  time,  they  were  at  length  discovered  in  the  pavement 
of  the  Basilica,  which  some  workmen  were  restoring  in 
1728.  Luckily  for  archaeologists,  Marangoni  was  just  in 
time  to  save  from  destruction  the  slab  which  contained 
them.1  They  are  now  fixed  in  the  right-hand  side  wall  as 
one  descends  the  steps  to  the  Basilica. 

About  the  year  410  Innocent  I.  (402-417)  placed  the  two 
priests,   Leopardus   and   Paulinus,   who   belonged  to   the 

Title  "  of  Vestina,  or  Saint  Vitalis,  the  nearest  church  to 
the  Nomentan  Gate,  in  charge  of  this  place.  Perhaps  it 
was  during  their  lifetime  that  Boniface  I.  (418-422),  in  the 
first  year  of  his  Pontificate,  celebrated  Easter  here,  being 
prevented  from  doing  so  in  the  usual  spot  on  account  of  the 
schism  of  Eulalius.  Their  care,  however,  and  that  of  their 
successors  did  not  prevent  the  apse  and  other  portions  of 
the  building  from  decay.  Saint  Symmachus  (498-514)  then 
came  to  the  rescue,  and  carried  out  the  necessary  repairs. 

"  There  was  always,"  says  Piazza,2  "  great  devotion  to 
the  tomb  of  Saint  Agnes  and  to  her  church  on  the  part  of 
the  clergy  and  Roman  people,  so  that,  on  her  Feast  Day,  the 
Supreme  Pontiff  came  thither  in  procession  to  celebrate  her 
birth.  This  we  clearly  learn  from  Saint  Gregory  the  Great 
(590-604),  who  delivered  two  homilies  there  on  her 
Festivity.  This  custom  lasted  several  centuries.  And 
although  it  is  not  now  usual  to  hold  a  Papal  Chapel  there, 
still  her  Feast  is  kept  with  great  solemnity,  and  a  large 
concourse  of  people  assembles  to  venerate  their  holy 
Virgin-Martyr,  a  scion  of  the  chief  Roman  nobility,  who  was 
a  great  pillar  of  Christian  Faith  in  face  of  the  fury  of 
tyrants." 

What  a  beautiful  tribute  to  Saint  Gregory's  devotion 
towards  Saint  Agnes  is  contained  in  this  citation  !  John  the 
Deacon  gives  further  testimony  to  the  same.  He  says 
that  when  dedicating  a  once  Arian  Church  of  the  Suburra, 
which  had  been  closed  up  to  that  time,  the  Pope  placed  in 
it  relics  of  our  Virgin-Martyr.  Vita  S.  Gregorii,  chap,  xxxi.3 
The  various  barbarous  hordes  which  attacked  Rome  in  the 
early    centuries    likewise    devastated   many    ecclesiastical 

1  Marangoni.     Acta  S.  Victorini  in  App.,  pp.  137-138. 

2  La  Gerarchia  Cardinalizia,  da  Carolo  Bartolomeo  Piazza  della 
Congregatione  degli  Oblati  di  Milano.     Roma,  1703,  p.  605. 

3  Animadversiones  in  regulas  et  usum  critices  a  Honorio  a  Sancta 
Maria.     Venetiis  T.  III.     L.V.     II.  Dis.  VI.,  p.  153. 
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monuments  in  the  country  around.  Agnes's  Basilica  did 
not  escape  their  rage.  Hence  we  find  Honorius  I.  (626- 
635)  renewing  it  almost  from  the  foundations  about  the 
year  628,  and  adorning  its  apse  with  the  valuable  mosaic 
seen  there  at  the  present  day.  He  was  the  first  to  place  a 
gilt  bronze  canopy  over  the  High  Altar  ;  besides  which,  he 
made  many  costly  presents  to  the  Church. 

The  warlike  Lombards  did  not  cease  their  depredations 
until  completely  defeated  by  Charlemagne  in  773.  Under 
their  King,  Astolphus,  they  laid  the  country  around  Rome 
waste  by  fire  and  sword  before  besieging  that  city  in  753. 
For  twenty-two  years  after  this  event  the  Basilica  of  Agnes 
remained  in  a  deplorable  condition  till  Adrian  I.  (772-795), 
being  moved  with  compassion,  restored  it. 

His  immediate  successor,  Saint  Leo  III.  (795-816), 
wishing  to  give  a  proof  of  his  devotion  to  the  same  Saint, 
presented  some  rich  material  to  her  church  for  vestments, 
and  some  silver  lamps,  casket-shape,  weighing  five  pounds. 
To  her  Oratory,  called  "  ad  duo  furna,"  on  the  Superagio 
Hill,  between  Saint  Mary  Major's  and  Saint  Lucia  in  Selce, 
the  same  Pope  gave  a  basket-shaped  silver  lamp. 

In  the  early  days  of  his  Pontificate,  Paschal  I.  (817-824) 
was  pleased  to  visit  all  the  Basilicas  of  the  city  ;  amongst 
others  that  of  Saint  Agnes.  Having  entered  the  enclosure 
of  the  monastery  where  the  Greek  nuns  dwelt,  he  thence 
passed  into  the  church.  Noticing  that  twigs  and  brambles 
grew  around  in  great  abundance,  and  that  the  roof  was 
partially  stripped  of  its  tiles,  he  was  moved  to  compassion, 
and  began  to  consider  how  to  remedy  the  mischief. 
Suddenly  he  remembered  a  certain  good  priest  named  John, 
who  lived  by  the  labour  of  his  hands,  and  who  a  few  days 
ago  had  lost  his  wife,  for  he  belonged  to  the  Greek  Com- 
munion. Without  hesitation  he  judged  him  to  be  a  fit 
person  to  restore  the  monastery  to  its  ancient  splendour. 
Having,  therefore,  ordered  one  of  his  attendants  to  call 
him,  he  very  obediently  came  to  the  Pontiff,  who  made 
known  his  intention  of  giving  him  another  wife.  John 
objected,  declaring  that  he  wished  henceforth  to  live  in  a 
state  of  celibacy.  The  Pope,  however,  insisted,  and 
alluding  to  a  Canon  of  the  Council  of  Trullo  on  the  marriage 
of  Greek  priests,  which  had  never  been  approved  by  the 
Roman  Church,  commanded  him  to  take  a  second  wife, 
since  he  had  married  the  first  without  his  consent.     John 
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evidently  got  some  time  to  deliberate,  for  on  his  return 
home  he  laid  the  matter  before  his  children,  who  advised 
him  to  obey  the  Pope.  When  he  next  appeared  before 
Paschal,  ready  to  do  as  he  was  bidden,  the  Pontiff  led  him 
to  the  Basilica,  on  the  apse  of  which  was  a  figure  of  Agnes 
in  mosaic.  Kneeling  before  it,  he  presented  John  with  a 
ring,  and  told  him  to  unite  himself  in  legitimate  nuptials 
with  his  new  spouse,  the  Basilica.  In  all  simplicity  the 
priest  took  the  ring,  and  put  it  on  the  finger  of  the  virgin, 
who,  it  is  said,  extended  her  right  hand  and  put  out  her 
foot  to  be  kissed  by  him.  The  worthy  ecclesiastic  at  once 
set  to  work,  and  soon  made  a  complete  change  for  the  better 
in  the  appearance  of  his  bride.  This  anecdote,  given  by 
Mabillon  in  his  Annates  Ordinis  S.  Benedicti,  T.  II., 
§  LXXV.,  p.  413,  is  taken  from  an  earlier  anonymous  writer, 
who  assigns  the  date  817  as  that  at  which  it  occurred. 

During  the  eleven  years  which  elapsed  between  that  and 
the  accession  of  Gregory  IV.  (828-844)  no  injury  sufficiently 
serious  to  require  repairing  seems  to  have  befallen  this 
shrine.  As  this  Pope,  who  professed  a  particular  devotion 
to  her,  could  not  show  it  by  adorning  her  temple,  he  got 
her  image  included  in  a  mosaic  of  Saint  Mark's  Church, 
which  had  been  his  "  Title  "  when  he  was  a  Cardinal. 

It  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  Supreme  Pontiff's  visit 
with  his  Court  to  celebrate  the  Feast  Day  of  Saint  Agnes 
that  Nicholas  I.  (858-867)  honoured  the  Basilica  by 
reinstating  in  it  Rothadus,  Bishop  of  Soissons,  who  had  been 
unjustly  deposed  by  Hincmar,  Bishop  of  Rheims.  "  For 
this  reason,"  says  Cardinal  Bartolini,  "  the  birthday  of 
Agnes  was,  even  in  later  times,  a  festival  day  on  which  no 
consistory  was  held,  as  the  Or  do  Romanus  prescribes." 

Like  his  predecessor  of  the  same  name,  Damasus  II. 
(1048)  proved,  during  the  few  days  of  his  reign,  his  devotion 
to  Agnes  and  desire  to  spread  her  veneration  ;  for  he  gave 
to  the  Cathedral  of  Brixen,  in  the  Austrian  Tyrol,  of  which 
he  had  been  Bishop,  a  portion  of  her  head.  It  is  still  kept 
there  in  a  costly  reliquary,  made  in  the  thirteenth  century.1 

Very  likely  the  Basilica  of  Saint  Agnes,  to  which  I  now 
again  turn  after  this  digression,  did  not  escape  the  fury 
of  Frederic  II.,  when,  in  1241,  he  came  to  attack  Rome. 
At  all  events,  we  find  Alexander  IV.  (1251-1261)  repairing 
it  in  1256,  and  dedicating  three  altars — those,  namely,  of 

1  Vita  di  S.  Agnese.     Santini.     Roma,  1883.     App.  37. 
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Saint  John  the  Baptist,  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  and 
Saint  Emerentiana — therein,  as  a  marble  slab  at  the  side 
of  the  stairs  testifies. 

Nicholas  IV.  (1288-1292)  granted,  in  the  second  year  of 
his  Pontificate,  by  a  Bull,  which  begins,  "  Dilectis  in 
Christo  filiabus  abbatissae  et  monialibus,"  a  Plenary 
Indulgence  to  those  who  visit  the  Basilica  of  Saint 
Agnes. 

Whilst  speaking  of  these  heavenly  treasures,  I  might  as 
well  add  that,  in  a  book  called  Fiscus  Papalis  sive  Catalogus 
Indulgentiarum  et  Reliquiarum  septem  principalium  Ecclesi- 
arum  Urbis  Romae  ex  Vetusto  M.S.  Codice  vere  et  fideliter 
descriptus,1  the  author  says,  without  giving  name  or  date 
(chapter  xv.)  :  "  Also  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Agnes  there  are 
six  and  fortie  years  of  pardon,  and  upon  her  Feast  Day 
two  hundred  yeares."  He  had  previously  mentioned  that 
Pope  Urban  had  granted  three  thousand  years  of  pardon 
on  Agnes's  Feast  to  those  who  visited  the  cloister  of  the 
Church  of  Saint  Paul,  and  that  as  many  were  granted  by 
Saint  Sylvester  and  Saint  Nicholas. 

Blessed  Urban  V.  (1362-1370)  exposed  Agnes's  head  for 
veneration  in  the  Lateran  Basilica,  on  March  13.  1368, 
granting  one  hundred  years  and  one  hundred  quarantines 
of  true  indulgence  on  the  occasion. 

Nearly  a  century  later  Cardinal  Dominic  Capranica 
founded  a  college  (1458),  called  by  his  name,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  poor  clerical  students.  It  was  erected  by  his 
brother,  Cardinal  Angelo  Capranica,  in  1460,  on  the  site 
of  what  tradition  points  out  as  the  home  of  Agnes's  parents. 
Its  chapel  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  dedicated  to  Agnes 
within  the  walls  of  Rome  ;  it  was  restored  by  him,  as  he  tells 
us  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  Constitutions.2  The  late 
Rector  of  this  college,  in  a  letter  under  date  August  12, 
1882,  courteously  informed  me  that  this  chapel  no  longer 
exists  ;  for,  on  the  death  of  Cardinal  Dominic  Capranica, 
his  relations,  reserving  to  themselves  their  entire  palace 
in  which  this  chapel  stood,  built  a  new  dwelling  for  the 
students.     Very  Rev.  Father  Vinciguerra  added  that,  at 

1  Or  a  Part  of  the  Pope's  Exchequer,  that  is,  a  Catalogue  of  the 
Indulgences  and  Reliques  of  the  seven  principal  churches  in  Rome. 
London.  Printed  by  Nicholas  Okes  for  George  Newton,  and  are  to 
be  sold  at  his  shop,  "near  Temple  Barre  Gate.     161 7. 

2  Vita  di  S.  Agnese.     Santini.     Roma,  1883.     App.  53. 
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the  period  of  the  foundation  of  the  college  Saint  Agnes  was 
generally  regarded  as  the  Patroness  of  Youth,  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  putting  the  place  under  her  invocation. 
Her  Feast  is  celebrated  there  with  great  pomp,  according 
to  the  usual  Roman  custom,  on  January  21.  There  is  no 
solemnity  on  the  28th.  But  every  year,  in  the  second  half 
of  the  month  of  October,  her  Feast  is  kept  in  a  votive 
manner,  the  Mass  of  January  21  being  said. 

In  1474  Cardinal  Julian  della  Rovere,  who  afterwards 
became  Pope  Julius  II.,  got  an  arch  and  a  hall  built  over 
the  steps  leading  to  the  extramural  Basilica.  He  likewise 
erected  the  bell-tower.  It  was  at  his  request  that  Pope 
Innocent  VIII.  (1484-1492)  gave  both  the  church  and 
monastery  to  the  Canons  Regular  of  the  Lateran,  who 
reside  there  at  the  present  time.  This  took  place  in  1489. 
For  a  long  period  they  did  parish  work  with  their  usual  zeal. 
Now  they  carry  out  the  other  Church  offices  ;  for  Pius  IX. 
established  a  Community  there. 

Pope  Gregory  XIII.  (1572-1585)  granted  1,400  years 
of  indulgence  to  the  Confraternity  of  Our  Lady  on  the 
Feast  of  Saint  Agnes  ;  and  when  Father  Francis,  S.J., 
who  seems  to  have  been  Father  Kastner,  came  to  Rome, 
His  Holiness  Clement  XL  (1700-1721),  on  the  Feast  of 
the  Epiphany,  1705,  allowed  these  indulgences  to  be 
promulgated  through  all  the  provinces  of  the  Chinese 
Empire.1 

The  illustrious  Cardinal,  Archbishop  of  Milan,  Saint 
Charles  Borromeo  (died  1584),  having  once  passed  a  night 
praying  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Sebastian,  went  next  morn- 
ing, in  quite  another  direction,  to  the  tomb  of  Agnes, 
where  he  celebrated  Mass  and  spent  a  long  time  in 
prayer.2 

Cardinal  Octavian  dei  Medici  professed  a  particular 
devotion  towards  Agnes,  as  is  recorded  on  a  slab  in  the 
chapel  of  Saints  Stephen  and  Laurence  in  her  Basilica. 
Moved  by  it,  he  undertook  some  restorations,  an  account  of 
which  is  found  in  a  contemporaneous  memoir  of  the  Very 
Rev.  Father  Abbot  Gaetani,  first  published  by  Cardinal 
Bartolini.     The  document  is  worth  reproduction. 

1  Decreta  Authentica.  Prinzivalli.  Bruxellis,  1862.  P.  I., 
p.  3- 

2  Vita  S.  Caroli  Borromaei.  Giussano.  Mediolani.  1751.  L.I. 
C.  VII.,  p.  864. 
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"  Memorial  of  the  Restorations  made  in  the  Church 
of  Saint  Agnes  by  the  Cardinal  of  Florence. 

"  The  fabric  of  Saint  Agnes — I  mean  both  churches  and 
the  walls  of  the  monastery — having  been  for  many  years — 
yea,  centuries — neglected,  the  Cardinal  of  Florence  was 
moved  by  the  devotion  which  he  has  always  had  towards 
so  glorious  a  Saint,  and  stirred  himself  up  in  the  year  of 
salvation  MDC.  to  procure  the  restoration  and  ornamenta- 
tion of  the  place  in  every  part,  at  his  own  expense.  He 
first,  at  great  cost,  repaired  the  bell-tower,  which  was 
threatened  with  ruin,  fastening  it  with  iron,  as  we  see,  and 
using  other  means  to  remedy  and  restore  it.  He  further- 
more strengthened  the  corners  of  the  house  and  the  rooms 
made  by  Julius  II.,  then  Cardinal  of  Saint  Pietro,  in  Vincoli, 
which  were  cracked,  and  threatened  to  go  to  destruction. 
He  adorned  them  with  pictures,  and  made  a  private  chapel, 
painted  all  over,  above  the  church,  where  there  was  a  little 
room  ;  and,  as  the  Basilica  of  Saint  Agnes  was  completely 
buried  in  the  earth  which  surrounded  it,  forty  feet  deep, 
he  got  this  taken  away  at  great  expense,  and  carried  down 
to  make  a  piazza  around  the  ditch,  as  wide  as  the  facade 
of  the  church.  Then,  since  the  earth  remained  many 
palms  high  at  the  right-hand  side,  and  without  support 
above  the  piazza,  he  there  made  a  large  wall,  like  a  for- 
tress, to  prop  it  up.  From  the  selfsame  part  of  the  church 
he  removed  to  the  amount  of  two  measures  and  a  half  of 
earth,  about  forty  palms  deep,  and  as  long  as  the  church. 
Besides,  this,  in  order  to  be  able  to  free  it  from  the  earth 
which  overcharged  the  Temple  of  Constantia,  he  bought  a 
vineyard  which  stood  near  by,  and  got  a  part  of  it  cut 
away,  having  lowered  the  earth  all  around.  He  also  got 
two  side-entrances  made  into  the  church.  He  discovered 
and  reconstructed  the  stairs  that  were  in  the  temple  ;  and 
he  made,  at  the  northern  side,  where  the  principal  gate  is, 
a  street  which  runs  to  the  Piazza  of  Saint  Agnes,  whence  he 
has  taken  a  large  quantity  of  earth,  with  which  he  has  begun 
a  large  road  that  is  to  wind  round  the  old  ancient  theatre. 
He  made  a  new  door,  having  perforated  the  old  monastery 
in  the  middle  with  a  very  beautiful  counterpart  of  three 
other  doors,  which  he  is  going  to  open  in  the  theatre.  He 
raised  the  old  door  of  the  Church  of  Saint  Agnes  to  a  level 


40    THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 

with  the  courtyard,  and  painted  the  ceiling  of  the  stairs, 
on  which  he  has  thrown  light  by  putting  several  windows 
at  both  sides.  He  fitted  up  the  four  courtyards  which  are 
there.  He  ornamented  them  with  pictures,  levelled  the 
earth,  and  destroyed  an  abundance  of  plants,  which  cor- 
rupted the  atmosphere  and  sheltered  serpents  and  other 
venomous  reptiles.  He  furnished  the  church  with  several 
changes  of  vestments,  suited  to  the  season,  with  which  we 
can  even  have  High  Mass.  He  procured  the  making  of  two 
roads  by  the  contractors,  one  of  which  looks  towards  the 
Porta  Pia,  in  front  of  the  monastery  ;  the  other  goes  round 
the  church,  and  faces  the  Porta  Salaria.  This  road  he  has, 
at  his  own  expense,  levelled  where  it  is  too  high,  and  filled 
up  where  it  is  too  low,  giving  to  the  whole  a  convenient 
and  beautiful  form.  At  the  present  time  he  is  engaged  in 
the  work."1 

He  was  not,  however,  destined  to  finish  it.  Chosen 
Supreme  Head  of  the  Bride  of  Christ,  under  the  name  of 
Leo  XL  (1605),  he  handed  over  the  Basilica  to  Cardinal 
iEomilius  Sfondrati,  to  complete  the  work  which  he  him- 
self had  begun.  His  Eminence  constructed  a  panelling, 
with  images  of  Agnes,  Constantia,  and  Caecilia ;  he  restored 
and  placed  a  marble  balustrade  around  the  high  altar,  with 
a  similar  one  in  the  upper  gallery,  which  remained  till  our 
own  days.  His  greatest  glory  is,  however,  to  have  dis- 
covered, October  7,  1605,  the  relics  of  Agnes,  which  Paul  V. 
(1605-1621)  gave  him  leave  to  seek.  When  dying,  this 
pious  Cardinal  commended  his  soul  into  the  hands  of  his 
'  special  advocate,"  and  said  also  in  his  will :  "  I  leave, 
moreover,  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  my  dear  Saint  Agnes 
and  of  her  most  holy  body,  two  hundred  and  fifty  measures 
of  oil  each  year  to  feed  the  ten  lamps,  which  are  to  burn 
night  and  day  ;  the  Abbess  of  Saint  Caecilia  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  this  legacy."2 

Paul  V.  replaced  Agnes's  body  with  that  of  Saint  Emer- 
entiana,  in  a  rich  silver  case  valued  at  eight  thousand  scudi, 
under  the  base  of  the  old  altar,  on  Trinity  Sunday,  June  14, 
161 5.  M  There  was,"  says  the  Papal  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
Monseigneur  Paul  Alaleone,  "  on  that  day,  a  chapel  in  the 
Church  of  Saint  Agnes,  V.M.,  outside  the  walls  of  the  city, 

1  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §  XVI.     The  original  document  is  in  Italian. 

2  Histoire  de  S.  Cecile.  Dom.  Prosper  Gueranger.     Ch.  33.     Will 
dated  August  6,  161 5. 
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on  the  Nomentan  Way.  During  that  Chapel  the  Pope  sang 
Pontifical  Mass  of  the  Feast  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity,  with 
commemorations  of  Saints  Agnes  and  Emerentiana,  VV., 
MM.,  whose  bodies  the  Pope  replaced,  at  the  end  of  the 
Mass,  under  the  temporary  altar,  enclosed  in  a  silver  case 
weighing  two  hundred  and  twenty  five  pounds.  Every- 
thing went  off  as  usual."1 

Having  approved  a  plan  for  a  new  altar,  the  same  Pontiff 
consecrated  it  on  January  21, 1621,  with  the  greatest  solem- 
nity. On  this  occasion  he  caught  an  illness  which  carried 
him  off  in  eight  days.  The  statue  at  present  on  the  altar 
is  a  gift  of  the  same  Pope.  Its  head,  arms,  and  bust  are 
metal,  the  rest  of  Oriental  alabaster,  made  by  Nicholas 
Cordieri,  called  Franciosino.  It  enjoys  the  privilege  of 
being  the  only  statue  of  a  Saint  found  in  a  Roman  Basilica 
on  a  marble-canopied  altar.  Coynens  Middleton,  in  a 
comparison  between  Popery  and  Paganism,  boasted  that  an 
old  statue  of  a  youthful  Bacchus  had  been  changed  into  a 
Saint  Agnes  by  a  few  modifications  in  the  dress.3  Hence 
he  draws  an  argument  for  the  thesis  he  defends. 

The  same  ridiculous  calumny  was  repeated  by  John 
Poynder,  Esquire,  in  his  Popery  in  Alliance  with  Heathenism, 
to  which  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Wiseman  made  the  follow- 
ing reply  :  "  I  have  often  seen  the  Church  of  Saint  Agnes 
and  the  beautiful  statue  of  the  Saint  to  which  you  allude, 
but  I  think  it  would  perplex  a  Phidias  to  convert  a  jovial 
statue  of  Bacchus,  as  you  say  was  done  '  by  a  little  change  of 
drapery,'  which  in  ancient  Bacchuses  is  rather  scanty,  into 
the  modest  and  touching  virgin  standing  amidst  the  flames 
with  eyes  and  hands  uplifted  to  heaven.  But  pray,  sir, 
have  you  not  been  puzzling  yourself  with  the  statue  of 
Saint  Sebastian  on  the  opposite  altar,  which  is  so  exquisite 
a  work  of  art  that  some  have  conjectured  it  may  once  have 
been  an  Apollo  ?"3 

An  inscription  in  the  Temple  of  Constantia  tells  us  that 
Cardinal  Fabritius  Varallo  (not  -  Jerom,  as  even  Cardinal 
Bartolini  says),  a  relative  of  Urban  VII.,  completed  the 
adornment  of  the  Basilica  in  1620.     Unfortunately,  owing 

1  His  Diary,  quoted  by  Cardinal  Bartolini,  §  XVI. 

3  Epistola  Roma  missa  qua  comparatio  Papismi  cum  Paganismo 
instituitur  auctore  Coynens  Middleton.     Londini,  1709,  in  4,  p.  31. 

3  Essays  of  Cardinal  Wiseman.  Vol.  I.,  pp.  254-255,  edit.  ; 
Dolman,  1853. 
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to  the  depraved  taste  then  prevailing,  he,  in  the  judgment 
of  competent  critics,  spoiled  rather  than  beautified  it. 
His  efforts  were  at  least  a  proof  of  his  devotion.  Hence 
they  deserve  to  be  recorded. 

Twenty-three  years  later,  when  Cardinal  Gaspar  Matthaei, 
who  had  assisted  as  Legate  of  the  Holy  See  at  the  Diet  of 
Ratisbon,  was  returning  through  Brixen,  he  gave  to  the 
cathedral  a  golden  chain,  to  which  a  lamb  weighing  twenty- 
four  crowns  is  attached,  and  a  costly  ring  on  a  gilt  shield, 
bearing  this  inscription  in  Latin  :  "  The  gift  of  the  Eminent 
and  Reverend  Roman  Lord,  Gaspar  Cardinal  Matthaei, 
offered  when  he  was  passing  through  Brixen  to  Rome,  to 
Saint  Agnes,  the  Roman  Virgin,  his  fellow-citizen.  John, 
Bishop  of  Brixen,  had  it  hung  up  here."1 

Perhaps  he  lived  to  see  the  new  honour  conferred  on  her 
whom  he  loved,  by  Innocent  X.  (1644-1655).  For  this 
Pontiff,  having  suppressed  the  title  of  Saint  Agnes  in  Piazza 
Navona,  transferred  it  by  a  brief,  dated  October  5,  1654, 
to  the  Basilica  outside  the  walls  of  which  Cardinal  Bacchus 
Aldobrandini  was  the  first  Titular. 

Whether  any  further  instances  of  devotion  on  the  part  of 
Popes  or  Cardinals  during  the  eighteenth  century  than 
that  given  by  Innocent  XIII.  (1721-1724)  are  to  be  found, 
I  cannot  say.  An  inscription  on  a  slab  in  the  right-hand 
side  wall  of  the  side  stairs  leading  to  her  Basilica  says  that, 
in  the  last  year  of  his  Pontificate,  he  publicly  came  hither 
to  solemnize  her  Festival. 

Lastly,  reaching  our  own  age,  let  me  mention  the  name 
of  the  illustrious  Pius  IX.  Saved  almost  miraculously  on 
April  12,  1855,  when  the  floor  of  one  of  the  rooms  in  the 
monastery  gave  way  beneath  him  and  his  Court,  precipi- 
tating all  into  the  cellar,  he  saw  the  need  of  restoring  the 
whole  place.  This  he  did  with  royal  magnificence,  entrust- 
ing the  work  to  an  able  architect,  Cavaliere  Andrew  Busiri. 
As  long  as  Pius  IX.  was  free  to  go  through  his  own  States, 
he  visited  her  tomb  every  year  on  April  12  to  celebrate  Mass, 
in  token  of  his  love  for,  and  gratitude  to,  Agnes.  We  may 
well  believe  that  she  has  long  since  presented  him  to  the 
B.V.  Mary,  as  she  is  figured  doing  in  the  lunette  of  the 
entrance-door  to  the  Basilica  and  Canonry. 

His  Eminence  Cardinal  James  Antonelli,  then  Secretary 

1  Vita  di  S.  Agnese.     Santini.     Roma,  1883.     App.  37. 
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of  State,  honoured  the  virgin  on  this  occasion  by  getting 
her  statue  gilt  at  his  own  expense.  He  afterwards  adorned 
it  with  a  magnificent  golden  crown,  studded  with  precious 
stones,  and  valued  at  two  thousand  scudi.  One  of  her 
most  recent  "  Titulars,"  Cardinal  Peter  Gianelli,  repaired, 
at  his  own  cost,  the  roof  of  the  Basilica,  which  a  bomb  had 
injured  on  September  20,  1870. 1 

Having,  with  a  few  digressions,  ended  the  history  of  this 
standing  monument  of  Popes'  and  Cardinals'  devotion  to 
Saint  Agnes,  I  now  retrace  my  steps  to  speak  of  her  church 
in  the  Piazza  Navona.  This  will  add  a  few  more  Pontiffs 
to  the  list. 

This  oratory  is  not  mentioned  by  any  writer  earlier  than 
the  eighth  century.  Yet  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  built  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored  to  the  Church. 
For  then  the  custom  began  of  consecrating  the  Memorials 
of  the  Martyrs. 

Calixtus  II.  (1119-1123)  got  this  oratory  enlarged  and 
changed  into  a  Basilica,  which  he  consecrated  on  Janu- 
ary 28,  in  the  last  year  of  his  life.  He  granted  an  indulgence 
of  one  year  and  forty  days  annually,  on  the  anniversary  of 
its  consecration.  He  placed  in  the  altar  a  portion  of  the 
garment  which  the  Angel  had  brought  her,  the  cloth  put 
over  her  face  when  she  was  beheaded,  and  her  arm,  as  a 
slab  fixed  at  the  entrance  testifies. 

Leo  X.,  in  1517,  erected  this  church  into  a  cardinalitial 
"  Title,"  which  it  retained  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
years  ;  and  Sixtus  V.,  in  1597,  assigned  it,  at  the  request  of 
his  nephew,  Cardinal  Alexander  Peretti,  to  the  Clerks 
Regular  Minors. 

In  1654  Innocent  X.,  whose  family  residence  was  near 
this  church,  and  who  had  a  great  devotion  to  Agnes,  set 
about  completely  rebuilding  it.  On  the  Feast  of  the  As- 
sumption, that  year,  he  blessed  the  foundation-stone, 
which  was  then  laid  by  the  boy  John  Baptist  Pamphili. 
He  granted  later  a  plenary  indulgence  on  her  Festival  in 
this  church,  which  was  consecrated  in  1672  by  its  Cardinal 
Protector,  Charles  Gualtieri,  and  opened  on  January  21 
of  that  year. 

At  the  request  of  Prince  Don  Philip  Doria  Pamphili, 

1  Vita  de  S.  Agnese.  Santini.  Roma,  1883.  Ch.  XV.  and 
App.  34. 
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Pius  IX.  celebrated  Mass  in  this  church  on  the  Feast  of 
Saint  Agnes,  1856.  This  Pontiff  had,  by  an  autograph 
Rescript,  granted  an  indulgence  of  one  hundred  days,  on 
October  30,  1854,  to  all  who  recite,  with  the  necessary  dis- 
positions, the  prayer  of  Saint  Thomas  a  Kempis,  in  honour 
of  Saint  Agnes,  beginning  :  "0  most  sweet  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,"  etc.1  It  was  a  proof  of  how  earnestly  he  desired 
to  spread  her  veneration. 

I  omit,  until  I  come  to  the  heading  "  Literature,"  the 
names  of  two  modern  Cardinals  who,  more  than  any  others, 
have  popularized  devotion  to  this  glorious  Virgin-Martyr. 


1  The  Raccolta,  or  Collection  of  Prayers  and  Good  Works,  to 
which  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs  have  attached  Indulgences.  P.  Cun- 
ningham.    Philadelphia,  1878,  p.  346. 
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We  cannot  unhesitatingly  say  what  rule  of  life  was  fol- 
lowed by  Constantia  and  those  like  her  who  were  "  devoted 
to  Christ  "  under  the  shadow  of  Agnes's  Basilica.  We  may 
well,  however,  believe  that  she  and  they  professed,  through 
gratitude,  a  peculiar  veneration  for  her  powerful  helper. 
That  the  same  was  done  by  the  Basilian  Greek  nuns,  the 
Cluniac  and  Ruthenian  monks,  and  the  Benedictine  nuns 
who  at  different  periods  resided  there,  stands  to  reason. 

Undoubtedly  the  Canons  Regular  of  the  Lateran  who 
have  occupied  the  holy  spot  since  their  establishment  in  it 
(October  27,  1489)  have,  by  an  immemorial  tradition,  re- 
garded Agnes  as  the  Patroness  of  their  Novitiates.  Some 
clue  may  be  found  to  this  in  the  fact  that  they  received 
rules  from  Saint  Ambrose  and  Saint  Augustine,  both  of 
whom  were  the  Saint's  favourite  clients. 

The  Beguines,  an  association  of  pious  women  who  are 
supposed  to  have  been  founded  about  a.d.  1170,  and  who 
exist  in  some  parts  of  Belgium  and  Holland  at  the  present 
day,  regard  Saint  Agnes,  so  one  well  acquainted  with  them 
told  me,  as  a  special  model.  Later  on  we  shall  see  a  proof 
of  this.  Let  it  here  suffice  to  mention  that  Abbot  William 
of  Saint  Trond  gathered  together  in  the  suburb  of  Schur- 
hoven,  a.d.  1258,  the  Beguines  who  were  scattered  in 
different  parts  of  the  town.  He  built  a  church  in  honour 
of  the  Virgin-Martyr  on  a  freehold  estate,  and  surrounded 
it  with  dwelling-places  for  them.1 

The  Church  of  the  Beguinage  of  Saint  Trond  had  been 
built  in  1252  by  the  Abbot  William  of  Ryckel,  and  dedi- 
cated to  Saint  Agnes,  says  Monseigneur  R.  de  Fleury,  on 
the  authority  of  the  Analecta  pour  servir  a  VKistoire 
Ecclesiastique    de    la    Belgique.      Commission    Royale    des 

1  Pertz.  Monumenta  Germaniae  Historiae.     T.  X.,  p.  400. 
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Monaster es  Historiques,  seance  du  25  Septembre,  1861, 
p.  72. 

The  Trinitarians  were  approved  by  Innocent  III.  in  a.d. 
1 198.  This  Pontiff  had  been  long  deliberating  whether  he 
would  consent  to  the  request  of  Saint  John  of  Matha  and 
Saint  Felix  of  Valois  for  the  foundation  of  an  Order,  when 
his  doubts  were  dispelled  by  the  following  vision  :  Whilst 
saying  Mass  on  the  Feast  of  Saint  Agnes  secundo — that  is, 
January  28 — in  the  Lateran  Basilica,  he  saw,  at  the  moment 
of  the  Elevation,  an  angel  clothed  in  white,  with  a  cross  of 
red  and  blue  on  his  breast,  like  that  which  John  himself 
had  seen  when  he  said  his  first  Mass  in  the  Oratory  of  the 
Bishop  of  Paris.  Moved  by  this,  Innocent  III.,  on  Feb- 
ruary 2nd  following,  gave  John  a  habit  resembling  that  in 
which  the  angel  appeared,  and  called  the  newly  established 
Order  by  the  name  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity  for  the  Re- 
demption of  Captives.1 

The  Rubric  of  their  Breviary  on  January  28  says  :  "  Since 
on  this  day  of  Blessed  Agnes  secundo  our  Holy  Order 
divinely  originated  under  Innocent  III.  of  blessed  memory, 
it  was  ordained  by  the  Reverend  Prelate  Lord  Robert 
Gaguin,  Major  Minister,  in  a  general  chapter  at  Cerfroid, 
in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  1376,  on  the  10th  of  May,  that  the 
Office  should  be  said  as  a  double  in  the  following  manner 
throughout  the  whole  Order  for  ever."2 

Though  I  have  examined  several  other  works  relating  to 
the  Trinitarians,  containing  Briefs,  etc.,  of  the  Sovereign 
Pontiffs,  such  as  Gonzales  de  Avila's  Compendio  Historico 
de  las  vidas  de  los  gloriosos  San  Juan  de  Mata  i  S.  Felix 
de  Valois  (Madrid,  1630),  and  the  Ceremonial  de  los 
Religiosos  del  Orden  della  Santissima  Trinidad  Redencion  de 
Cautivos  (Granada,  A.  Torrubia,  1686),  I  have  found 
nothing  further  about  the  celebration  of  this  festival.  I 
must,  however,  here  notice  a  decree  of  Urban  VIII. ,  expe- 
dited by  the  Sacred  Congregation  of  Rites,  July  17,  1632. 
By  it  he  allowed,  at  the  request  of  Jerom  Valez,  Procurator- 
General,  the  General  Absolution  or  Plenary  Indulgence  to 
be  given  on  this  day  in  all  churches  of  the  Order.  It  is 
mentioned  in  a  book  called  La  Sainte  Confrerie  du  Re- 

1  Helyot,  Histoire  des  Ordres  Monastiques,  Religieux,  etc.  T.  n., 
P.  11.,  Ch.  XLV. 

2  Breviarium  ad  usum  fratrum  Ordinis  Sanctissimae  Trinitatis. 
Parisiis,  15 15. 
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dempteur  sous  le  titre  du  Sacre  Ordre  de  la  Sainte  Trinite 
et  Redemption  des  Captifs,  etc.  (Paris,  Chez  Sebastian 
Hure,  1648,  chap,  viii.,  p.  123). 

The  same  Pontiff  had,  on  March  15th  of  that  year,  granted 
by  a  Bull,  In  sedis  Principis  Apostolorum,"  etc.,  the 
proper  office  of  Saint  Agnes,  Ancient  Patroness  of  the  Order, 
as  a  Double  of  the  First  Class,  with  an  Octave  on  Janu- 
ary 28. 

Even  the  Rule1  of  the  Trinitarians,  whose  churches,  by 
the  way,  are  all  dedicated  under  the  invocation  of  the  Most 
Holy  Trinity,  merely  classes  the  last-mentioned  day 
amongst  the  "  Festivities  of  our  Order  "  without  stating 
how  it  or  any  other  is  to  be  kept.  The  Trinitarian  nuns 
likewise  observe  this  day  as  a  feast,  though  their  Rule  gives 
no  directions  about  it. 

I  know  not  on  what  authority  the  late  Cardinal  Barto- 
lini2  makes  the  statement  that  Saint  Dominic,  whose  Order 
was  approved  by  Honorius  III.  in  12 16,  put  his  novitiates 
from  the  very  beginning  under  the  protection  of  Saint 
Agnes.  I  can  find  no  foundation  for  it  in  the  holy  Patriarch's 
life.  Nor  has  any  confirmation  of  it  been  given  by  the 
various  Fathers  and  Sisters  of  every  branch  whom  I  have 
consulted.  All  unanimously  deny  that  their  founder  did 
so,  whilst  admitting  that  several  Dominican  Saints  have 
been  devoted  to  her,  as  we  have  already  seen.  Perhaps  a 
clue  will  be  found  in  the  suggestion  made  by  one  Reverend 
Mother — that  if  he  did  put  a  novitiate  under  her  protec- 
tion, it  must  have  been  that  of  Saint  Sisto,  in  Rome, 
because  of  its  vicinity  to  the  Basilica  and  cemetery  of  the 
Saint.  This  view  was  kindly  confirmed  by  Father  San- 
Vito,  ex-Minister-General  of  the  Order,  when  inquiries  were 
made  from  his  Reverence.  The  Monastic  Order  of  Saint 
Agnes  was  thus  called  from  a  church  of  the  Virgin -Martyr 
at  Dort,  in  Holland,  built  in  1491.  Near  it  Walburga,  a 
noble  Swedish  matron,  endowed  a  monastery  with  her 
property,  and  therein  consecrated  herself  to  the  Lord  with 
some  maidens  of  illustrious  birth.  They  adopted  the  Rule 
of  Saint  Augustine  and  recited  the  Divine  Office,  taking  the 
usual  vows  of  religious,  and  observing  enclosure.  Their 
dress  was  a  tunic  and  white  woollen  scapular.      Around 

1  Regula  Primitiva  et  Constitutiones  Ordinis  SSmae  Trinitatis 
Redemptionis  Captivorum.     Matriti,  1676,  p.  16-261. 

2  Gli  Atti  del  Martirio  di  S.  Agnese.     Roma,  1858.     §  XVI. 
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the  neck  they  wore  a  linen  collar  with  several  frills,  and  on 
the  head  the  black  veil.     This  Order  no  longer  exists.1 

Amongst  the  Ursulines,  approved  in  a.d.  15 14,  devo- 
tion to  Saint  Agnes  is  cultivated  by  nuns  and  children. 
Clement  XIII.  granted  its  members,  September  18,  1764,  a 
Plenary  Indulgence  for  ever  on  her  Festival  on  the  usual 
conditions.2  Their  schools  are  usually  put  under  the 
patronage  of  some  Saint.  The  second  one  at  Berbica, 
South  America,  claims  Agnes  as  its  tutelary  guardian. 
Since  the  visit  of  Pius  IX.  to  their  schools  on  her  Feast  the 
children  always  observed  it  as  a  holiday. 

On  the  authority  of  Father  Beverini,  C.R.L.,  Cardinal 
Bartolini  says3  that  the  Clerks  Regular  of  the  Mother  of 
God,  who  were  founded  by  the  Venerable  John  Leonardi  at 
Lucca,  October  9,  1628,  regard  Agnes  as  Patroness  of  their 
Novitiates.4  This  statement  is  quite  correct,  as  appears 
from  Carolus  Ant.  Erra's  Memorie  dei  Religiosi  per  ftieta 
e  dottrina  insigni  delta  Congregazione  delta  Madre,  di  Dio 
(Roma,  1759,  T.  I.,  p.  121),  and  other  writers. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  December  7, 
1645,  an  association  of  women  was  formed  at  Arras,  Artois, 
France,  under  the  name  of  "  Sceurs  de  Sainte  Agnes"  by 
Jeanne  Biscot,  a  native  of  that  town.  Through  the  inter- 
vention of  Saint  Vincent  de  Paul  she  obtained  letters  patent 
for  her  work  from  Louis  XIV.  Its  object  was  to  protect 
female  orphans,  who  were  numerous  on  account  of  the  wars 
then  raging.  The  community  established  itself  in  a  house 
which  had  been  previously  known  as  the  Convent  of  Saint 
Agnes,  whence  it  probably  took  its  name.  Jeanne's  children 
at  Douay  were  known  as  Children  of  the  Child  Jesus, 
because  an  image  of  the  Divine  Infant  stood  over  the 
convent  door,  whilst  the  Sisters  who  had  care  of  them 
adopted  the  name  of  "  Daughters  of  the  Holy  Family." 
Jeanne  herself  often  invited  the  ragged  children  whom  she 
met  in  the  streets  to  follow  her  with  the  words  :  "  Come, 
little  one,  will  you  be  a  daughter  of  the  Infant  Jesus  and 
Saint  Agnes  ?     If  so,  come  with  us,  my  child."     She  died 

1  Dizionario  di  erudizione  storico-ecclesiastico.  G.  Moroni. 
Venezia,  1840. 

2  Prinzivalli.     Decreta  Authentica.     Bruxellis,  1862,  p.  92. 

3  Gli  Atti,  etc.     §  XVI. 

4  Carolus  Ant.  Erra.  Memorie  dei  Religiosi  per  pieta  e  dottrina 
insigni  della  Congregazione  della  Madre  di  Dio.  T.  I.,  p.  121. 
Roma,  1759. 
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at  Douay,  1664,  aged  sixty-three.  Her  communities  were 
suppressed  during  the  French  Revolution,  but  the  Convent 
of  Saint  Agnes  was  restored  to  its  lawful  owners  in  1800, 
Napoleon  I.,  by  an  Imperial  decree,  authorizing  and  con- 
firming the  Rules  of  the  Institute.1     Its  last  nun  died  in 

1843. 

The  spiritual  directory  of  the  religious  of  Our  Lady  of 
Charity,  founded  by  Venerable  Pere  Eudes  in  1641,  and 
approved  by  Alexander  VII.,  January  2,  1666,  says, 
Article  XL  :  '*  The  Sisters  shall  communicate,  besides  the 
days  prescribed  by  the  Constitutions,  ...  on  the  following 
Feasts,  provided  they  do  not  fall  on  the  eve  of,  or  on  the 
day  after,  the  ordinary  Communions,  and  provided  that 
the  Superior  so  direct  :  Saint  Anthony,  Saint  Agnes,  etc." 

In  chronological  order  mention  must  next  be  made  of 
the  Propaganda,  the  attachment  of  whose  students  to  the 
Virgin-Martyr  '  was  more  like  the  guardian  love  of  big 
brothers  for  a  sweet  and  gentle  younger  sister  than  a  devo- 
tion in  the  purely  religious  sense  of  the  term.  It  did  not 
last  merely  during  their  Roman  career,  but  has  followed 
them  throughout  the  world.  It  is  for  them  the  fragrance 
of  Rome.  It  makes  subtle  visits  to  their  hearts  in  far-off 
lands,  and  wafts  back  to  them  sweet  memories  of  those 
happy  student  days.  Mention  Agnes's  name  to  one  of  those 
men  now  wearied  on  the  way  of  life,  with  naught  upon  him 
or  around  him  of  the  freshness  and  peace  of  spring-time  and 
Rome — mention  her  name,  and  his  eye  will  kindle  with  the 
fires  of  old,  to  suddenly  melt  into  the  spiritual  softness  of 
sweet  recollection.  All  that  Rome  was  to  him,  all  that 
endeared  to  him  the  grand  old  college — its  sombre  gaiety, 
its  tender  severity,  the  motley  crowd  from  every  clime  who 
were  his  friends  and  associates  there — all  returns  to  him 
like  a  wave  from  the  south  to  a  bleak  shore,  bearing  with 
it  the  odour  of  spices  and  a  tangle  of  broken  tendrils." 

Many  of  the  Propaganda  students  now  on  the  Mission  in 
different  lands  have  given  imperishable  record  to  their  love 
of  Saint  Agnes.  In  America  we  may  mention  Father 
McDowall,  of  New  York,  especially,  who,  striving  against 
many  difficulties,  cut  out  a  field  for  his  zeal  amid  a  then 
sparse  congregation  of  Catholics  in  that  city,  and  erected 

1  See  Histoire  des  Ordres  Religieux,  par  M.  Henrion.  Bruxelles, 
1838.  L.V.,  Ch.  XIV.,  p.  346,  and  Heroines  of  Charity.  Burns 
and  Oates.     London,  1880,  pp.  47-68. 
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thereon  a  church  to  his  beloved  Saint  Agnes  worthy  of  the 
feeling  that  inspired  him,  and  worthy  of  her  beautiful  fame. 

When  and  why  did  this  devotion  of  the  College  to  Saint 
Agnes  begin  ?  No  one  knows.  The  students  never  dreamed 
of  asking  the  question.  It  was  a  sort  of  natural  heritage 
to  them.  Their  title  to  it  was  undisputed  in  Rome.  The 
whole  city,  indeed,  loved  the  martyr-maiden  with  a  fond 
and  proud  love.  The  city  would  say,  if  it  spoke  its  feeling, 
"  Rome  owns  the  car  a  Agnese,  and  Rome  alone  is  worthy 
of  her."  All  devout  Rome  was  at  her  feet  when  her  happy 
Feast  came  round.  The  students  of  all  the  colleges  were 
filled  with  enthusiasm  as  they  trooped  up  to  her  shrine 
with  the  mien  of  knights  ready  to  do  battle  for  the  pure 
love  of  their  peerless  lady.  One  felt,  on  observing  them, 
that  had  they  been  engaged  on  the  martial  field  in  the  days 
of  early  Christian  Rome,  they  would  have  chosen  to  receive 
from  Agnes 's  hand  their  laurel  of  victory.  Perhaps  some  of 
them  dreamed  of  happier  laurels  to  be  gained  on  the  field 
that  had  been  rendered  a  very  bed  of  roses,  fragrant  of  all 
sweetness,  by  the  outpouring  of  her  virgin  blood.  So  all 
Rome  honoured  Saint  Agnes,  but  all  Rome  gave  the  place 
in  her  homage  and  regard  to  Propaganda.1 

To  this  an  item  from  Cardinal  Bartolini  may  be  added — 
namely,  that  in  gratitude  for  the  marvellous  escape  from 
death  of  Pius  IX.  on  April  12,  1855,  and  the  preservation 
of  several  Propaganda  students  on  the  same  occasion,  when 
the  floor  of  the  monastery  of  Saint  Agnes  gave  way  beneath 
them,  they  made  a  solemn  promise  to  visit  her  tomb  every 
year  on  the  anniversary  of  this  event  in  a  penitential  pro- 
cession.3 Other  teaching  Orders  besides  the  Ursulines  have 
felt  our  Saint  to  be  a  worthy  model  for  themselves  and  those 
confided  to  their  care.  She  has  an  altar  in  the  Pensionnat 
du  Sacre"  Cceur,  Pithiviers,  Loiret,  France,  before  which  the 
children  are  prepared  for  their  First  Communion  and  Con- 
firmation. 

About  the  middle  of  this  century  the  Most  Reverend 
Dom  Passeri,  General  of  the  Canons  Regular,  re-established 
the  institution  of  his  early  predecessor  in  the  Order,  Blessed 
Peter  de  Honestis,  in  the  Basilica  of  Saint  Agnes,  outside 

1  From  an  article  entitled  "  Mary  Immaculate,  Help  Us,"  by 
R.  H.,  in  the  Ave  Maria.  Vol.  XXI.,  December,  1885,  pp.  1014- 
1015. 

2  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §XVI. 
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the  walls  of  Rome.  ...  On  September  30,  1864,  this  new 
foundation  was  canonically  erected  by  a  Rescript  of  Car- 
dinal Patrizi,  Vicar-General  of  Pius  IX.,  under  the  title  of 
Pious  Union  of  the  Children  (figlie),  daughters  of  Mary.  It 
was  then  placed  under  the  patronage  of  the  Immaculate 
Virgin  and  Saint  Agnes.  Thus,  Pius  IX.  made  the  tomb 
of  this  heroic  virgin  and  martyr  the  centre  of  all  the  Con- 
gregations of  the  Children  of  Mary,  and  by  divers  Briefs  he 
nominated  it  Primaria — first,  or  chief,  or  arch-confraternity. 
He  gave  to  it  also  the  faculty  of  aggregating  canonically  to 
"itself  all  other  associations  of  the  Children  of  Mary,  and  he 
enriched  this  arch-confraternity  and  its  aggregates  with 
many  large  indulgences. 

Leo  XIII.  renewed  and  confirmed  this  work  of  his  pre- 
decessor. Since  1886,  the  Confraternity  of  Saint  Agnes  has 
gathered  to  itself  three  thousand  Pious  Unions  from  all  parts 
of  the  world.  The  authority  of  affiliating  is  reserved  to  the 
Most  Rev.  Father  General  of  the  Canons  Regular,  on  con- 
dition that  the  Society  petitioning  for  affiliation  have  the 
approval  of  the  Bishop  of  the  place  where  it  exists,  conducts 
its  proceedings  under  the  patronage  of  Mary  Immaculate 
and  Saint  Agnes,  and  engages  to  observe  the  Rules  con- 
tained in  the  "  Manual  of  the  Primaria/'  or  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer  of  the  Confraternity  of  Saint  Agnes.  Thus, 
upon  the  very  tomb  of  this  heroic  virgin  and  martyr  the 
Confraternity  of  the  Children  of  Mary  has  come  to  be 
established.  Resting  upon  such  foundation,  it  shall  no 
more  suffer  change  of  form  or  lack  of  fervour  and  efficiency.1 

I  have  not  at  hand  the  means  of  deciding  whether  Sep- 
tember 30,  as  above,  is  the  correct  date.  Father  Santini3 
gives  January  23,  1864,  as  the  day  of  its  inauguration,  ep- 
tember  20  of  the  same  year  as  the  date  of  the  Rescript,  and 
February  16,  1866,  as  the  time  when  it  was  raised  to  the 
dignity  of  Primary  Congregation. 

The  Brief  expedited  by  Cardinal  Panebianco  August  30, 
1866,  and  the  Apostolic  Letters  of  January  16  and  Feb- 
ruary 16,  signed  by  Cardinal  Paracciani  Clarelli,  will  be 
found  in  the  Acta  Sanctce  Sedis,  T.  II.,  pp.  357  et  seq. 

On  August  16,  1880,  the  Holy  See  approved  and  con- 
firmed the  Institute  and  Constitutions   of   the   Sisters   of 

1  From  an  article  entitled  "  Children  of  Mary,"  by  R.  H.,  in  the 
Ave  Maria.     Vol.  XXV.,  August,  1887,  p.  123. 

3  Vita  di  S.  Agnese,     Roma,  1883.     Cap.  XVIII.  in  note. 

4-2 


52    THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 


Saint  Agnes,  whose  Mother  House  and  Novitiate  are  in 
East  Division  Street,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  and  whose 
members  in  1884  conducted  at  least  thirty-two  schools  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States.1  I  am  unable  to  give  any 
further  details  about  the  foundation  and  work  of  this  Order. 

The  members  of  the  Confraternity  of  the  Precious  Blood 
can  gain  a  Partial  Indulgence  of  ten  years  and  ten  quaran- 
tines on  the  Feast  of  Saint  Agnes,  provided  that  they  visit 
a  church  of  the  Confraternity,  and  there  pray  according  to 
the  intentions  of  His  Holiness.  This  was  granted  by 
Pius  VII.  and  confirmed  by  Pius  IX.2 

As  a  proof  of  the  suitability  of  her  cultus  amongst 
Religious,  let  me,  in  conclusion,  cite  a  beautiful  exhorta- 
tion given  to  novices  at  their  profession  by  John  Alcock, 
Bishop  of  Ely  (1486-1500).  It  was  found  in  the  Cathedral 
Library  at  Wells,  and  was  first  printed  in  1499  or  1500. 
It  is  called  the  Spousage  of  a  Virgin  to  Christ,  and  runs 
thus  :  "  Custos.  Ye  muste  also  be  a  custos,  a  keeper  of  all 
suche  thynges  as  this  daye  shall  be  deleyuered  unto  you  in 
the  name  of  your  Spouse,  and  folowe  hym  therin.  For, 
and  ye  kepe  not  all  thynges  in  theyr  beying  as  he  hath 
mayde  them,  they  sholde  fortwith  be  destroyed,  and  thereof 
Dauyd  sayth  :  '  Nisi  Dominus  custodieret  civitatem,'  etc. 
Soo  ye  muste  kepe  the  tresour  of  your  Spouse  Chryste 
porteynynge  to  his  fayth,  and  to  have  in  your  remem- 
braunce  and  wyll  to  kepe  the  foure  thynges  that  shall  be 
delyuered  unto  you  this  daye,  your  veyle  and  your  mantyll 
both  beynge  of  blacke,  and  a  rynge  with  a  lyght  of  wax 
berying  in  your  honde,  and  in  the  kepying  of  thyse  it  shall 
be  showed  as  ye  loue  your  hosbonde.  This  veyle  and 
mantell  remembred  ryght  well  the  virgyne  Saynt  Agnes, 
whan  she  sayd  :  '  Posuit  signum  in  faciem  meam  ut  nullam 
amatorem  praeter  eum  admittam.'  That  is  to  saye:  He 
hath  couered  my  soule  Inwarde,  and  myn  heede  with  a 
veyle,  that  and  yf  I  wyll  loue  ony  man  better  than  hym,  I 
shall  goo  to  the  colour  of  my  veyle,  and  that  is  euerlastynge 
deth.'  In  lyke  wyse  she  shewed  that  hyr  Spouse  Chryst 
Jesu  hath  Indued  hyr  wyth  a  garmente  all  sette  with 
precyouse  stones — that  is  to  saye,  with  charyte,  fayth, 
hope,  humylyte,  obedyence,  abstynence,  and  prayer.     In- 

1  Sadlier's  Catholic  Directory,  Almanac,  and  Ordo  for  1884. 

2  Prinzivalli.     Decreta  Authentica.     Bruxellis,  1862,  p.  106. 
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broudered  all  these  fayre  vertues  in  the  blake  garmente  of 
hyr  bodye  and  soul  here  knytte  togydre,  whiche  may  every 
vertuous  persone  dayly  use  and  encrese  to  his  rewarde  by 
grace  and  free  wyll  that  be  gyuen  unto  hym  yf  he  wyll 
seke  therefore.  And  therefore  the  sayd  Saynt  Agnes  songe 
and  said  to  al  virgynes  (Induit  me  Dominus  ciclade  auro 
detexta).  (Anulus.)  Also  J  haue,  by  the  auctoryte  gyven 
unto  me  by  Chryst  Jhesu  to  delyuer  onto  you  this  daye,  a 
rynge  in  token  of  maryage  Indyssolyble  to  be  made  betwix 
you  and  hym.  For,  as  Saynt  Poull  sayth  ye  must  here- 
after remembre  noo  thynge  but  that  is  godly,  and  therefore 
the  sayd  Saynt  Agnes  cryed  with  a  grete  voyce  agaynst 
the  deuyle  and  hym  that  tempted  hyr  to  unclynly  desyres, 
saynge :  '  Discede  a  me  pabulum  mortis  quia  ab  alio 
amatore  preuenta.'  >n 


1  The  Ecclesiologist,   edited  bv  W.   J.  Weale.     No.    I,   June    I, 
1888,  p.  7. 
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The  churches  built  in  honour  of  a  Saint,  the  pomp  attached 
to  her  Feast,  and  the  popular  customs  associated  with  her 
memory  in  any  country,  are  evidences  that  she  is  venerated 
there.  I  do  not  profess  to  give  anything  like  a  complete 
list  of  churches  erected  in  Agnes 's  honour,  to  tell  how  her 
Feast  was  everywhere  kept,  or  what  customs  existed  or  still 
exist  connected  with  her  memory  ;  I  have  neither  had  time 
nor  opportunity  to  study  this  subject  ;  but,  as  I  have  come 
across  certain  facts,  during  the  course  of  my  reading,  to 
illustrate  this  part  of  my  essay,  I  think  it  opportune  to 
note  them. 

EUROPE — Italy. — When  Rome  possessed  a  Senate 
which  was  free  to  follow  its  catholic  instincts,  its  members 
offered  every  two  years,  at  the  tomb  of  Agnes,  outside  the 
walls,  a  chalice  and  four  torches,  which  were  exposed  for 
public  inspection  during  the  day.1  This  pious  practice  had 
ceased  with  the  rule  of  an  un-Catholic  Government ;  but, 
let  us  trust,  only  for  a  time,  to  be  revived  with  greater 
solemnity  when  brighter  days  shall  dawn. 

However,  even  from  an  early  date,  in  other  portions  of 
Italy,  evidences  of  devotion  to  Agnes  are  not  wanting. 
'  Formerly,"  says  Michael  Monaco,2  "  and  almost  in  the 
year  1201,  there  existed  outside  Capua,  in  the  suburbs  of  Pons 
Casalini,  a  church  with  a  hospital  under  '  her  '  invocation." 

At  Mantua,  in  Lombardy,  there  were  two  churches  of  the 
Saint,  one  inside,  the  second  near,  but  outside  the  city 
walls.  Herrara  says  that  the  latter  was  built  in  1249. 
Saint  Antoninus  thinks  that  it  existed  before  that  time. 
Hypollitus    Dunesmundi    states    that    Luysius    Gonzaga 

1  L'Annee  liturgique  a  Rome,  par  M.  X.  Barbier  de  Montault- 
Rome,  1870,  pp.  18-272. 

2  Sanctuarium  Capuanum.     Neapoli,  1630,  p.  454. 
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erected  the  adjoining  convent  and  cloister  for  the  Augus- 
tinians  in  1350,  and  that  Frederick  Gonzaga,  Marquis  of 
Mantua,  got  the  church  which  towards  this  period  was  in- 
differently called  Saint  Agnes's  or  Saint  John  the  Good's 
rebuilt  from  the  foundations  about  1472.  One  author  says 
that  this  church  was  destroyed  in  1744,  another  that  it  was 
still  standing  in  1775. 1  A  convent  was  built  inside  the 
walls,  very  probably  in  the  thirteenth  century.  Certainly 
the  Augustinian  Registers  mention  it  in  1392.  In  the  fol- 
lowing century  a  magnificent  church  was  built  beside  it 
under  the  invocation  of  Saint  Agnes.  It  was  constructed 
at  the  expense  of  a  noble  lady  of  the  Frizza  family,  and 
appears  to  have  been  completed  about  a.d.  1450.  It  was 
solemnly  consecrated  January  13,  1460,  by  Pope  Pius  II., 
who  was  then  holding  a  Council  at  Mantua,  and  it  was 
afterwards  adorned  and  enriched  by  the  Gonzaga  family, 
to  whom  the  Augustinians  owe  so  much.2 

To  this  account  I  add  a  few  items  from  a  private  letter 
of  Very  Reverend  Joseph  Scardovelli,  Archpriest  of  the 
Cathedral  of  Mantua,  written  to  me  August  29,  1882.  He 
states  that  the  latter  church  was  built  in  795,  rebuilt  in 
Lombard  style  a.d.  1261,  handed  over  to  secular  uses  in 
1775,  and  destroyed  in  1806.  Annexed  to  it  was  a  large 
cloister,  in  which  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  spent  Holy  Week 
a.d.  1532,  when  guest  of  Duke  Gonzaga  for  a  month. 
Orphans  were  put  into  this  cloister  in  1772.  Now  it  is  a 
military  barracks,  called  Saint  Agnes's  Barracks.  It  gave 
its  name  to  the  street  in  which  it  stood,  one  of  the  chief  in 
the  city.  This  name,  Saint  Agnes  Street,  it  retained  even  to 
our  own  days.  At  the  present  time,  however,  it  is  called 
Via  Cavour. 

The  courteous  ecclesiastic  who  supplied  me  with  these 
details  adds  that,  among  the  festival  days  mentioned  in 
the  Statutes  of  Bonacolsi  compiled  in  1303,  we  find  "  Saint 
Agnes  and  the  Epiphany  in  the  month  of  January,"  lib.  ii., 
25A  de  feriis.  As  Saint  Sebastian  and  Saint  Agatha's  days 
were  popular  amongst  us,  so  likewise  was  Saint  Agnes's. 
Hence  the  proverb,  **  San  Sebastian  con  la  viola  in  man — 
par  Sunt  Agata,  la  terra  la  v'  fiada — per  Sunt  Agnese  la 
luserta  la  corr  par  li  saev,"  which  means  "Saint  Sebastian 

1  Boll.     Acta  SS.,  T.  LVIL,  p.  736. 

2  Boll.     Acta  SS.,  Lib  et  tomo  citato,  pp.  739-740. 
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with  the  violet  in  his  hand — on  Saint  Agatha's  day  the  earth 
begins  to  breathe — on  Saint  Agnes' s  day  the  lizard  runs  through 
the  hedges  "  in  search  of  the  food — namely,  snails,  on  which 
it  feeds,  and  which  are  there  most  abundantly  found. 

There  was,  near  Arienzo,  in  Naples,  an  old  church  of 
Saint  Agnes  which  was  in  such  a  bad  condition  that  Saint 
Alphonsus  Liguori  got  it  rebuilt  on  a  larger  scale  by  the 
architects  Dom  Peter  and  Salvadore  Cimafonte.  He  also 
held  a  mission  in  it  at  its  opening,  and  honoured  it  by 
selecting  it  as  the  terminus  of  the  procession  on  Saint 
Mark's  Day,  which  previously  used  to  go  to  the  Church  of 
this  Evangelist.1  Brother  Antonio  Romito  tells  us  in  his 
deposition  that  there  was  great  opposition  to  the  work  in 
Saint  Agnes's  Church  ;  whilst  Saint  Alphonsus  states  in  his 
third  report  to  the  Sacred  Congregation  of  the  Council, 
a.d.  1771,  that  everything  was  nearly  completed  in  it  then, 
the  faithful  going  thither  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  and 
receive  the  Sacraments.2 

Otho  Visconti,  Archbishop  of  Milan,  of  whom  mention  has 
already  been  made,  "  built  the  chapel  of  Saint  Agnes  in  the 
chief  Basilica,  and  endowed  it  with  his  own  patrimony."3 

Whether  this  is  the  same  as  a  chapel  mentioned  in  a 
document  of  1292,  "  in  capella  b.  Agnetis  qucz  contigua  est 
Palatio  veteri  Archiepiscopatus  sub  anno  Domino  1292," 
and  rebuilt  in  1590,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

"  The  Augustinian  Nuns'  Monastery  of  Saint  Agnes  at 
Milan,"  says  Torre,4  writing  in  1674,  "  was  raised  on  the 
ruins  of  Nero's  Baths,  traces  of  which  are  seen  in  our  days. 
The  Duchess  of  Bianca  Sforza  was  very  much  attached  to 
these  nuns,  and  visited  them  daily.  The  building  was 
restored  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Opposite  the  cloister 
gate  was  a  portico  with  four  marble  pillars.  This  was  the 
vestibule  of  the  church,  which  was  large,  though  it  had  but 
one  nave.  On  each  side  were  five  arcades,  four  of  which 
were  chapels  adorned  in  Ionic  style.  On  the  High  Altar 
is  a  painting  of  Our  Saviour's  birth." 

A  convent  of  Saint  Agnes  was  founded  at  Bologna  by 

1  Life  of  St.  Alphonsus,  Orat.  Ed.,  Vol.  III.,  C.  35,  pp.  212-213. 
IV.  C.  60,  p.  47. 

2  Letters  of  St.  Alphonsus,  Vol.  V.,  pp.  278-279-316. 

3  Acta  Ecclesiae  Mediolanensis  a  S.  Carolo  condita.  Lugduni, 
1682.     T.  11,  p.  885,  n.  98. 

4  Torre.     Ritratto  di  Milano,  p.  208. 
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the  Blessed  Diana  of  the  Order  of  Saint  Dominic,  who  died 
1236.1  The  holy  Patriarch  is  said  to  have  had  a  hand  in 
this  foundation,  which  was  completed  by  his  successor, 
Blessed  Jordan  of  Saxony  (1222-1237).2 

At  the  corner  of  the  Via  Capra  Mozza  stood  her  sup- 
pressed monastery.3  A  plan  of  Bologna,  dated  1636,  shows 
us  its  state  during  the  Middle  Ages.  Placed  near  the  forti- 
fications, over  the  cloister,  towered  an  elegant  campanile. 
On  the  upper  portion  of  the  cloister  wall  "  Suor  S.  Agnese  " 
was  written.  Two  Agnetian  churches  are  given  here  on  a 
plan  of  1745. 4  Another  convent  was  founded  at  Foligno, 
in  1399,  at  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  Blessed 
Angelina  of  Marsciano,  V.  (1377-1435),5  whilst  in  the  life  of 
Saint  Bernardine  of  Sienna  we  find  one  belonging  to  the 
Order  of  Saint  Augustine  on  Monte  Leone.6  A  convent, 
further,  existed  at  Rieti,  in  which  Blessed  Columba's  (died 
1501)  hair  and  clothing  were  kept.7  I  do  not  think  that 
any  of  these  can  have  been  under  the  invocation  of  Saint 
Clare's  sister,  or  the  Dominican  Agnes,  since  the  latter's 
office  was  only  granted  to  her  Order  in  1592,  her  canoniza- 
tion not  taking  place  till  1726,  whilst  the  former's  office 
was  only  conceded  by  Benedict  XIV. 

On  the  south  side  of  Via  Longara,  Perugia,  stands  a 
church  of  Saint  Agnes,  adorned  with  frescoes  from  the 
latter  period  of  Perugino  (1446-1524)  and  his  disciples.8 
It  was  probably  part  of  a  monastery  pointed  out  on  plans 
of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  and  mentioned 
in  a  Bull  of  1258  thus  :  "  Monasterium  in  Episcop.  perus. 
S.  Agnestis."9  Saint  Agnese  di-Porta-Sole  had  an  abbess 
named  Caecilia  in  1308. 10 

Father  Antonio  dei  Santi  was  converted  by  a  sermon 
preached  in  a  church  of  hers  at  Padua.11   Perhaps  it  is  on 

1  Boll.     Acta  SS.,  T.  22,  p.  357. 

2  Falconi.  Memorie  historiche  della  Chiesa  Bolognesa,  1649, 
p.  219. 

3  Ricci  Guida,  p.  182. 

4  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe.     Mons.  G.  R.  de  Fleury. 

5  Lives  of  the  Saints  and  Blessed  of  the  three  Orders  of  Saint 
Francis.     Vol.  II.,  pp.  44-47.     Taunton,  1886. 

6  Boll.     Acta  SS.,  T.  18,  p.  106. 

7  Life,  Or.  Edit.,  pp.  218,  245,  289,  328. 

8  Baedeker's  Central  Italy,  p.  51. 

9  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe. 

10  Lubin.     Abbatia  Italia,  1593. 

11  Life.     Oratorian  edition,  pp.  257-281.. 
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its  successor  that  Webb  passes  the  following  judgment : 
"  The  church  of  Saint  Agnes  is  a  worthless  modern  church."1 

In  the  suburb  of  Santo  Spirito,  Cremona,  there  stood, 
when  Father  Merula  wrote  in  the  seventeenth  century,  a 
church  of  Saint  Agnes,  of  which  he  gives  the  following 
history  :  It  was  "  of  old  built  by  some  fisher  and  bargemen, 
as  we  know  from  an  ancient  tradition  ;  and  we  learn  from 
the  Episcopal  Visitations  that  they  always  continued  to 
recognize  her  as  their  advocate.  It  stands  in  the  suburb 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  thus  called  because,  many 
years  previously,  a  little  church  was  erected  there  under 
the  invocation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  turbulent  times  for 
the  miserable  city  this  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  It  is 
a  member  of  Saint  Peter's  Parochial  Church,  as  Gabriel 
Pennoto,  Canon  of  the  Lateran,  tells  us  in  his  Tripartite 
History  of  his  Order,  Book  II.,  chap,  xix.,  verse  636,  writing 
thus  :  '  The  church  of  Saint  Peter  de  Pado  has  a  suburban 
church  of  Saint  Agnes  annexed  to  it,  in  which  it  is  cus- 
tomary to  administer  the  sacraments  to  persons  outside  the 
city  who  belong  to  Saint  Peter's  parish  whenever  this  is 
necessary.'2  This  church  was  given  to  the  Dominicans 
(1288-1295).  This  may  explain  the  observation  of  Pere 
Carrier,  S.J.,  in  his  Caracteristiques  des  Saints  dans  V art 
populaire,  p.  605  —  namely,  that  she  is  invoked  against 
perils  of  the  sea.  The  same  remark  is  also  made,  but  with- 
out giving  a  reason  for  it,  in  Les  petits  Bollandistes  par 
Monseigneur  Paul  Guerin.     Janvier  2i^me. 

For  what  I  shall  further  say  of  Italian  devotion  to  the 
Saint,  I  am  indebted  to  M.  G.  Rohault  de  Fleury's  Le 
Saintes  de  la  Messe,  whose  authorities  I  need  not  cite. 
Moreover,  I  shall  abbreviate  or  add  to  this  information 
from  other  sources.  This  I  shall  freely  do  wherever  I  shall 
quote  him. 

One  of  the  fourteen  districts  of  Ravenna  was  called  after 
Hercules,  who  had  a  temple  in  that  place.  In  the  fifth 
century,  according  to  Fabri,3  a  man  named  Gemellus,  who 
built  Saint  Agatha's  Church,  was  desirous  of  erecting 
another  here  in  honour  of  Saint  Agnes.  He  did  so  during 
the  Episcopate  of  Exuperantius.  It  was  only  consecrated 
in  the  following  century  by  Saint  Maximianus.     In  1049, 

1  Sketches  of  Continental  Ecclesiology.     London,  1848,  p.  264. 

2  Santuari  di  Cremona.     Cremona,  1627,  pp.  53-55. 

3  Sagre  Memorie,  p.  66. 
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Peter,  a  sub-deacon  of  the  Roman  Church,  governed  it  as 
Abbot.  For  it  was  by  turns  a  parochial,  collegiate,  and 
abbatial  church  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Cathedral  Canons, 
as  we  learn  from  the  Bulls  of  Alexander  III.  and  Urban  IV., 
in  which  it  is  entitled  "  Monasterium  S.  Agnetis."  In 
1 122  this  church  was  given  to  the  Bishop  of  Modena,  one 
of  the  suffragans  of  the  Archbishop  of  Ravenna.  It  had 
three  naves,  divided  by  marble  pillars.  It  was  destroyed 
at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  but  its  site  is  still  marked 
by  the  following  inscription  :  "  Qui  fu  la  chiesa  di  S. 
Agnese — edificata  net  secolo  V. — disfatta  net  XIX. — e  questo 
luogo  delta  citta — era  detto  regions  d'ercole — delta  basilica — 
in  quel  falso  iddio  intitolata."  A  street  close  by  bears  the 
Saint's  name. 

In  1056  a  noble  lord  named  John  granted  to  Albert  and 
others  "  Ecclesiam  et  plebem  S.  Agnetis  "  at  Sienna.  This 
may  be  the  same  in  "  Comitatu  Senensi,"  which  was  given 
to  the  monastery  of  Saint  Eugene  in  1081.  Her  church 
at  Rimini,  mentioned  in  a  Bull  of  1144,  still  exists.  The 
little  village  of  Viguano,  two  miles  north  of  Sienna,  in 
the  vale  of  Arbia,  has  an  Agnetian  church  mentioned 
in  a  Bull  of  Alexander  III.,  expedited  in  1165  in  favour 
of  the  nuns  of  Saint  Abundius's  suburb.  This  church 
contains  a  beautiful  image  of  the  Saint,  made  by  Fran- 
cesco Vanni,  which  came  from  the  monastery  of  Monte 
Oliveto. 

Ferrara  had  formerly  two  churches.  One  of  them  (Con- 
servatorio  di  Sant  Agnese),  which  still  stands,  dates  from 
1 192,  and  was  used  as  a  hospital  for  twenty-six  women. 
In  1498  all  these  houses  for  the  sick  were  united  into  one — - 
namely,  Saint  Anne's.  In  1554  little  orphan  girls  were 
placed  there  under  the  patronage  of  Duke  Hercules  II. 
Cardinal  Crescenzi  rebuilt  it  in  1765.  The  Italian  Govern- 
ment turned  it  into  a  hydraulic  school.  It  was  restored 
to  its  original  use  in  1824,  and  is  now  a  University  chapel. 
Saint  Theodore's  Church  at  Pavia,  formerly  called  Saint 
Agnes's,  dates  from  the  second  half  of  the  twelfth  century. 
This  holy  Bishop  died  in  1778,  and  was  at  first  buried  in 
Saint  John's,  afterwards  transferred  to  Saint  Agnes's,  which 
thus  changed  its  title.  Ancient  plans  give  a  second  church 
of  hers  here. 

In  1 192  there  was  a  monastery  of  the  Saint  at  Poggio- 
Bonzi,  twenty-eight  miles  south-east  of  Florence.     Saint 


60    THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 

Agnese-in-Chianti,  or  at  Mortennano,  witnessed  the  arbitra- 
tion between  Sienna  and  Florence  in  1203. 

In  1208  she  had  a  parish  at  Anagni.  An  abbey  under 
her  invocation  existed  at  Ancona  in  1378.  It  was  rebuilt 
by  Eugene  IV.  in  1431.  The  Gothic  architecture  of  her 
large  quadrangular  conventual  building  at  Lodi  seems  to 
point  to  the  fourteenth  century.  The  Augustinians,  who 
were  introduced  into  the  diocese  in  1351  by  the  Bishop, 
Luca  Castello,  built  it  and  dwelt  near  the  little  parish  of 
Saint  Agnesina  on  the  Cor  so  de  Porto  Cremonese.  They 
were  replaced  by  the  Canons  Regular  of  the  Lateran  in 

1523- 

A  church  of  Saint  Agnes  was  destroyed  in  1363,  when 
the  castle  was  erected  at  Parma.  In  1568  mention  is  made 
of  a  chapel  of  the  Saint  in  the  cathedral  of  that  city. 

A  convent  of  nuns  existed  under  her  patronage  at  Gubbio 
in  1301,  on  which  the  Bishop  conferred  the  property  of 
Sant  Spirito  Hospital.  It  has  long  ago  disappeared. 
There  is  not  now  even  one  church  under  her  invocation  in 
the  diocese. 

Aquila,  the  capital  of  Umbria,  had  a  conventual  church 
of  hers  in  the  year  1600.  It  was  small  and  adorned  with  a 
bell-tower  at  the  right  of  the  apse.  The  front  was  in  the 
style  of  Sainta  Maria  di  Collemaggio.  On  the  centre  of  the 
architrave  was  a  lamb  carrying  a  cross,  amidst  flowers  of 
excellent  workmanship.  Around  the  arch  were  six  angels 
in  fresco,  presumably  of  the  Giotto  school,  and  by  Giacomo 
di  Percossa.  In  this  same  diocese  mention  is  made  of  Sant 
Agnetis  de  Lavaretto. 

Her  church  at  Ceci,  in  Umbria,  which  in  the  seventeenth 
century  was  used  as  a  monastery,  was  situated  on  a  moun- 
tain side  to  the  east  of  the  city.  It  was  formerly  under 
the  care  of  a  chaplain  appointed  by  the  Commonalty.  It 
was  restored  in  1546.  Fabius  Vigili,  Bishop  of  Spoleto, 
ordered  the  parish  priest  of  Saint  Angelo  and  Saint  Andrea 
to  accompany  the  abbess,  Sister  Martha  of  Foligno,  to  it, 
in  procession,  as  soon  as  the  building  could  be  inhabited. 
In  161 1  the  edifice  was  renewed  from  top  to  bottom,  when 
a  rib,  a  tooth,  and  some  blood  of  Saint  Agnes,  got  from 
Cardinal  Sfondrati  at  Rome,  were  presented  to  the  sanc- 
tuary. The  High  Altar  was  dedicated  to  Saint  Agnes,  and 
another  to  Saint  Laurence. 

Further  back  we  have  seen  how  Otho  di  Visconti  proved 
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his  gratitude  to  the  Virgin-Martyr.  The  inhabitants  of 
Como,  who  were  on  his  side  in  the  struggle,  erected  a  chapel 
to  her  in  their  church  of  Saint  Clare,  to  which  the  Decurions 
of  the  city  brought  a  pallium  in  token  of  gratitude.  A 
silver  bust  of  the  Saint  was  kept  there.  She  had  churches 
also  at  Brescia,  Benevento,  Florence,  Pisa,  Treviso,  and 
Verona.  In  the  latter  place  was  a  hospital.  Ughelli  indi- 
cates a  sanctuary,  S.  Agnetis  Ccecorum. 

There  formerly  existed  at  Tivoli  a  convent  of  nuns  under 
her  invocation.  Some  scanty  traces  of  it,  with  the  name 
on  its  site,  alone  were  visible  in  1726,  and  have  now,  no 
doubt,  entirely  disappeared. 

The  canal  which  skirts  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  at 
Venice,  and  which  goes  from  the  Grand  Canal  to  the 
"  Guidecca,"  is  called  Rio  di  Sant  Agnese,  on  account  of  a 
church  dedicated  to  her  at  its  end.  From  its  size  and 
beauty  it  seems  to  have  formerly  been  an  important 
building.  It  had  three  naves  and  a  bell-tower,  which  must 
have  resembled  Saint  Mark's.  The  authorities  for  the 
above  statements  are  Ughelli,  Muratori,  and  writers  on  the 
antiquities  of  the  places  mentioned,  largely  cited  by  Mon- 
sieur G.  R.  de  Fleury. 

At  Trani,  likewise,  there  is  a  convent  of  Benedictine 
nuns,  called  Saint  Agnes  and  Saint  Paul's,  founded  in  1621.1 
I  may  be  allowed,  also,  to  mention  that  the  idea  of  the 
Lamb  Spouse  of  Virgins  formerly  gave  rise  to  a  superstition 
amongst  Roman  girls,  who  chose  this  day,  January  21,  as 
one  of  good  fortune  for  the  discovery  of  their  future  hus- 
bands.2 

Spain. — A  convent,  dating  from  at  least  the  fourteenth 
century,  stood  in  a  narrow  street  of  Seville,  1866,  near  the 
Church  of  Saint  Philip  Neri.  It  was  called  Saint  Ines.  The 
Sisters  who  dwelt  therein  wore  a  blue  habit  with  a  long 
black  veil.3     A  church  of  hers  stands  near  Barcelona. 

Father  Wadding  tells  us  that,  about  the  year  1430, 
Martina  Lupi  and  other  Sisters  of  the  Third  Order  of  Saint 
Francis  built  a  home  for  themselves  in  the  city  of  Anduir, 
under  the  title  of  Saint  Agnes.4     Whether  this  was  the 

1  Album  Benedictinum,  a.d.  1880,  p.  543. 

2  Carateristiques  des  Saints,  p.  23. 

3  Impressions  of  Spain  in  1866,  by  Lady  Herbert.  London,  1867, 
pp.  164-166. 

*  Annales  Minorum.     Auctore  Luca  Wadding.     Romae,  1662. 
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Sister  of  Clare,  who  died  in  1253,  and  whose  cultus  was 
approved  by  Pius  VI.  in  1777,  I  am  unable  to  say.  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  it  were. 

A  little  village  or  town  called  Santa  Ines  is  marked  on 
maps  of  the  Island  of  Iviza,  on  the  west  coast  of  Spain. 
It  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  and  contains  not 
more  than  one  hundred  inhabitants.  It  was  made  a  parish 
when  the  Episcopal  See  was  established  in  1785,  and  was 
then  separated  from  Saint  Anthony's.  The  cultus  of  Saint 
Agnes  in  the  place  is,  however,  long  anterior  to  that  date. 
She  is  said  to  have  often  appeared  at  the  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century  in  a  certain  cave,  which  is  at  present 
within  the  limits  of  the  town,  where  there  is  a  stone  statue 
of  her,  which  always  returned  of  its  own  accord  to  this 
cavern  whenever  it  was  removed  to  the  Church  of  Saint 
Anthony.  Even  nowadays  pilgrimages  are  made  to  this 
spot,  and  people  drink  the  water  from  her  well  in  that  cave. 
One  year,  on  Saint  Bartholomew's  Day,  a  ship  reached  the 
port,  from  which  a  certain  noble  knight  disembarked  and 
proceeded  to  the  church  to  venerate  the  Saint.  He  hung 
up  there,  as  an  ex-voto  offering,  a  picture  representing  a 
ship  tossed  by  a  violent  storm  and  saved  from  destruction 
by  merely  calling  on  Agnes's  name.  This  is  a  confirmation 
of  Pere  Cahier's  statement  that  she  is  invoked  during  dangers 
at  sea.  These  historical  facts  were  communicated  to  me  in 
A.D.  1900  by  Rev.  Don  Thomas  de  Rivas,  of  the  diocese. 

Belgium. — The  Annals  of  Ghent  say  that,  on  the  nth 
of  the  Kalends  of  July — that  is,  June  21 — in  the  time  of 
Abbot  Everdeus,  in  the  year  1195,  Stephen,  Bishop  of 
Tournay,  dedicated  a  church  in  the  Ghent  Cemetery  in 
honour  of  the  Blessed  Mary,  Mother  of  God  ;  Saint  Thomas 
the  Apostle ;  Saint  Stephen,  Proto-martyr  ;  Saint  Agnes, 
Saint  Catherine,  and  Saint  Margaret,  Virgins.1 

Greez  had  a  little  chaplain's  benefice  called  des  Ames, 
or  Saint  Agnes.2  John  de  Raetshoven  endowed  in  1416 
a  Community  of  Canonesses  of  Saint  Augustine  at  Tirle- 
mont,  and  put  their  convent  under  the  invocation  of  Saint 
Agnes.  It  was  called  Hortus  beatce  Agnetis,  on  a  property 
named  Cabbeek,  between  Diest  Loup  and  Vieux-Rempart 
Streets.      In  1597  the  Archbishop  of  Malines  consecrated 

1  Monumenta  Germaniae  Historica.     Pertz  T.  1 1 . 
3  Wateurs,  la  Belgique  ancienne  et  moderne,  I.,  20. 
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two  altars  in  the  church,  one  dedicated  to  Saint  Agnes,  the 
other  to  the  Holy  Apostles.  The  community  was  sup- 
pressed by  Joseph  II.  in  1784.  The  church  and  gate, 
dating  from  the  seventeenth  century,  still  exist.1 

In  Saint  Severinus's  Church,  Huy,  there  is  an  altar  of 
Saint  Agnes,  and  another  in  Saint  Peter's,  Saint  John  the 
Baptist  sharing  the  dedication  with  her,  as  the  Liege 
registers  of  1558  tell  us.2 

Holland. — Hoorn  had  a  monastery  of  Saint  Agnes, 
founded  by  Franciscan  nuns  in  1385.  Schoonhoven,  one 
existing  in  1399.  Mention  is  made  of  a  convent  at  Amster- 
dam in  1406,  occupied  by  Franciscan  nuns.  The  old 
buildings  have  now  disappeared,  and  the  church  first  used 
as  an  Athenaeum  is  at  present  a  Government  school.  Her 
monastery  at  Rotterdam  goes  back  to  the  year  1408.  The 
Canonesses  of  Saint  Augustin  assembled  in  a  convent 
established  at  Leyden,  under  her  patronage,  in  1420.  Its 
after-history  is  thus  recorded  :  "  This  rich  convent,  stand- 
ing near  the  Church  of  Saint  Caecilia,  has  been  turned  into 
private  dwelling-houses.  However,  a  bronze  seal  used  by 
the  nuns,  and  bearing  this  inscription  in  Gothic  letters — 
'  s.  see  Agnetis  in  Leidis  ' — still  survives  in  the  Museum  at 
Leyden. 

Her  monastery  at  Delft  dates  from  1420  ;  Goes,  Zealand, 
from  1441.  At  Thiel  there  is  a  chapel,  built  after  1420. 
A  street  close  by  takes  its  name  from  the  Saint ;  in  it 
there  is  a  well  with  a  remarkably  good  supply  of  water. 

Mention  is  made  in  1447  of  a"  ccenobium  5.  Agnetis  in 
platea  de  Teornstraet."  Gonda  saw  a  convent  of  hers 
founded  in  1459.  A  plan  of  1585  gives  some  idea  of  its 
importance.  It  seems  to  have  occupied  a  large  area,  in 
the  midst  of  which  was  the  garden  surrounded  by  buildings 
on  all  sides,  except  where  it  had  only  the  enclosure  wall. 
The  chapel  had  a  spire.  At  the  rear  was  a  large  fabric, 
which  probably  contained  the  chapter-room.  In  1487  a 
monk  named  Gerard  Scherprinck  founded  a  convent  for 
nuns  under  her  invocation  at  Amersfoort.  They  were  dis- 
persed in  the  Reformation  days.  The  chapel  consisted  of 
one  nave,  with  a  belfry  in  the  middle. 

She  once  had  a  church  at  Kampen,  Overyessel ;  another 

1  Wateurs,  la  Belgique  ancienne  et  moderne,  II.,  145. 
a  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe.     G.  R.  de  Fleury. 
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at  Bunde,  Limb  our g,  rebuilt  in  1824  ;  and  a  convent  of 
nuns  at  Utrecht,  which  lasted  till  1754. 

A  very  large  monastery  existed  in  the  Middle  Ages  at 
Hardewick,  a  seaport  on  the  Zuyder  Zee.  The  monasteries 
of  Enkhuizen,  twenty-eight  miles  north  north-east  of  Am- 
sterdam (1515),  and  of  the  Island  of  Texel,  only  date  from 
the  sixteenth  century.  At  this  time  also  we  find  a  sanc- 
tuary in  Arnheim,  Gueldr eland,  "  S.  Agnitien  und  her 
gasthuys  " — "  Saint  Agnes  and  her  hotel.'' 

For  all  the  above  information  regarding  Holland  I  am 
indebted  to  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  par  Monseigneur 
G.  R.  de  Fleury. 

But  perhaps  the  most  famous  monastery  under  her  in- 
vocation in  the  Low  Countries  was  that  to  which  Walter 
Harte  thus  alludes  in  his  "  Thomas  a  Kempis  " — Ama- 
ranth ;  or,  Religious  Poems,  London,  1767,  p.  43  : 

"  Riches  no  more  are  ours  than  are  the  waves 
Of  yonder  Rhyne  which  our  Mount  Agnes  laves." 

This  was  the  home  of  Thomas  a  Kempis,  situated  about 
two  miles  north-east  of  Zwoll.  The  church  annexed  to  it  was 
completed  by  the  sale  of  his  and  his  brother  John's  property.1 
Though  he  does  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  mention  this  fact,  he 
gives  that  church's  history,  which  I  shall  now  translate  : 

"  In  the  year  1395,  on  the  vigil  of  Saint  John  Baptist, 
the  first  chapel  on  Mount  Saint  Agnes  the  Virgin  was 
dedicated,  and  the  first  altar  consecrated  therein  in  honour 
of  Saint  Agnes  and  Blessed  Mary  Magdalene,  by  the  Lord 
Hubert,  Suffragan  and  Vicar-General  in  Pontificals  of  our 
Most  Rev.  Father  and  Lord  Frederick,  Bishop  of  Utrecht."3 
"  In  the  year  1412,  on  April  8,  which  was  then  Friday 
within  the  octave  of  Easter,  our  church  was  consecrated 
in  honour  of  Saint  Agnes,  Virgin  and  Martyr  of  Christ,  by 
the  Lord  Matthias  Baduenensis  (Baldwin),  Suffragan  of 
our  Rev.  Father  and  Lord  in  Christ,  Frederick  of  Blanken- 
hem,  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  many  religious  men  and  priests 
being  present,"  etc.3 

I  may  conclude  this  history  in  the  words  of  a  recent 
visitor  to  Agnetenberg,  or  Mount  Saint  Agnes  :   "Of  that 

1  Rorbacher.     Histoire  del'EgliseLivre  83.     §V. 

2  Chronicon  Montis  S.  Agnetis.  Auctore  Thoma  a' Kempis. 
Antwerpice,  1621,  Cap.  V.,  p.  16. 

3  Lib.  cit.,  Cap.  XIV.,  p.  38. 
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historic  building  not  one  stone  remains  upon  another,  so 
complete  was  its  destruction,  as  of  nearly  all  similar  institu- 
tions in  Holland,  during  the  frenzied  persecution  of  the 
Catholics  in  the  sixteenth  and  succeeding  centuries. 

"  Here  and  there  on  the  surface  I  thought  I  could  trace 
some  outlines  of  foundations,  but  they  were  barely  dis- 
cernible. The  site  of  the  convent  is  a  very  slightly  elevated 
plateau  from  which  the  surrounding  country  is  well  seen. 
It  is  occupied  by  a  couple  of  farmhouses  and  a  school,  on 
one  side  of  which  is  situated  the  favourite  Protestant 
cemetery  of  the  district."1 

In  Dordrach,  a  town  in  the  Diocese  of  Utrecht,  there  was 
a  monastery  of  Saint  Agnes  of  which  Aubert  Miraeus 
speaks.2  It  is  said  to  have  been  founded  in  1326.  Nuns 
of  Saint  Agnes  at  Gorcum  are  mentioned  in  the  year  1572, 
when  their  chaplain,  Saint  Thierry  Embdem,  was  one  of 
the  nineteen  persons  martyred  by  the  Calvinists.3 

Lastly,  let  me  mention  the  popular  custom  of  exchanging 
gifts  on  her  Festival.  It  originated  with  the  placing  of  her 
relics  in  the  Cathedral  of  Saint  Martin  at  Utrecht  by  Bishop 
Balderich  in  the  tenth,  and  was  kept  up  in  that  city  even 
in  the  seventeenth  century.  These  gifts  went  by  the  name 
of  Agneeten,  because  they  were  given  in  her  honour.4 

Austria. — An  altar  dedicated  to  the  same  Saint  when 
her  relic  was  sent  by  Pope  Damasus  II.  in  1048  to  Brixen 
Cathedral  is  still  found  there,  her  Feast  being  celebrated 
with  special  solemnity  in  the  place.5  In  the  capital  of 
Austria  there  was  a  monastery  under  her  invocation  which 
was  built  in  1337  by  a  respectable  citizen  of  Vienna  named 
Frederick  Gnemhertel.  He,  as  was  well  known  to  many, 
spent  one  thousand  talents  in  its  construction.6  Through 
want  of  the  necessary  books,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
whether  this  is  the  same  as  a  church  and  neighbouring 
convent  which  were  handed  over  to  the  Canonesses  of  Saint 
Clare,  and  which  Monseigneur  G.  R.  de  Fleury  dates  from 

1  Thomas  a  Kempis.  Notes  of  a  visit  to  the  scenes  in  which  his 
life  was  spent,  etc.,  by  Francis  R.  Cruise,  M.D.  London,  1887, 
Part  V.,  pp.  293-296. 

2  Canonicorum  Regularium  origines  et  progressus.  Ulna,  1775. 
Kuen's  Collections,  T.  III. 

3  Les  Petits  Bollandistes,  T.  VIII.,  216. 

4  Boll.  Acta.  SS.,  T.  II.  ad  diem  XIV.  Jan.,  p.  217. 

5  Vita  di  S.  Agnese.     Santini,  Roma,  1883.     App.  37- 

6  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe.     Fleury. 
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1267. l  She  had  a  convent  in  Prague,  a.d.  1234,  which  has 
been  very  badly  restored  ;  and  a  Roman  chapel  at  Kloster- 
neuburg,  a  church  at  Graz,  near  Wolkermarkt,  and  a  sanc- 
tuary at  Saint  Paul's  in  Corinthia  dating  from  1461. 

Catholic  Poland  boasted  of  a  church  in  her  honour  at 
Cracow,  to  which  a  convent  was  attached.  The  church 
and  convent,  with  the  exception  of  the  sacristy,  was 
destroyed  by  a  fire  which  broke  out  on  the  eve  of  the 
Finding  of  the  Holy  Cross,  1556.2 

In  Transylvania  there  is  a  place  called  Agnethelyn,  or 
Little  Agnes,  on  the  River  Harbach,  whilst  Agnethen- 
dorf,  or  Agnes'  Village,  stands  in  the  Riesengeberge,  a 
mountain  chain  between  Silesia  and  Bohemia.  Both  may 
be  connected  with  our  Saint. 

Switzerland. — Schaffhausen  had  a  Benedictine  convent 
founded  in  1060  by  Ita,  wife  of  Count  Eberhard,  of  Nelle- 
berg,  who  became  a  nun  there.  It  is  mentioned  in  a  Bull 
of  Urban  II.,  January  26,  1092.  It  was  suppressed,  but 
not  destroyed,  in  the  sixteenth  century.3 

Either  at  this  time  or  a  century  later  she  had  a  chapel 
in  the  Church  of  Saint  Mary  Magdalene,  Geneva.  In  the 
ancient  Abbey  Church  of  Saint  Gall  she  had  an  altar,  whilst 
at  Erlibach,  in  the  Canton  of  Zurich,  there  is  a  church  called 
by  her  name.  Its  only  interest  for  Catholics,  since  it  is 
not  now  in  their  hands,  consists  in  its  possessing  a  pre- 
Reformation  bell  cast  in  15 17,  and  bearing  images  of  the 
B.V.  Mary  and  Saint  Agnes.4 

Denmark. — In  the  cathedral  of  Aarhuus,  Jutland,  Agnes 
has  a  chapel.  She  also  had  a  convent  under  her  protection 
at  Roeskilde,  Iceland,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  1295.5 

France. — Already  in  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century  a 
church  was  erected  in  France  half-way  up  Mount  Enserune, 
near  Montpellier  (Herault),  in  honour  of  the  holy  martyrs, 
Vincent,  Agnes,  and  Eulalia.  So  we  learn  from  an  inscrip- 
tion of  the  farm  of  Regimont,  in  that  Department : 

"  f  Othia  prb  (presbyter)  anno.  XXXIII-   | 
Prbts  (presbyteratus)  sui  basilic  am  ex  voto 

Sao  in  hon.scrm.mart  Vincenti 

Agnetis  et  Eulaliae  contr  et  dde 
Valentinians  VI.  et  anhem." 

This  church  was  destroyed  in  1793.0 

1  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe.  2  Ibid.  3  Ibid. 

4  Ibid.  *  ibid.  a  Ibid. 
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A  document  of  a.d.  circa  1070  mentions  a  parish  at 
Grenoble  {I sere)  under  her  invocation:  "  Sunt  vero  praefati 
mansi  in  monte  Aimonis  in  paraechia  S.  Agnetis";  whilst 
in  another  appointing  Benefices  connected  with  the  Priory 
of  Saint  Mary  in  Comeriis  of  the  same  diocese  in  1497,  we 
read  :  "  Capella  S.  Agnetis  caret  fundacione  et  Rector  e" 
Elsewhere  there  is  a  question  of  a  parochial  church : 
"  Ecclesia  S.  Agnetis  est  de  patronatu  Ecclesie  Graciano- 
politane,  cujus  fructus  valent  decern  octo  florenos,  et  sunt  in 
dicta  parrochia  50  foca."  And  again :  "  Ecclesia  S. 
Agnetis  de  Jardenco  est  de  patronatu  prior atus  de  Comeriis, 
fructus  ejusdem  valent  24  florenos,  et  sunt  ibidem  sexaginta 
foca." 

In  the  district  of  Grenoble,  Canton  of  Domene,  a  village 
of  779  inhabitants  bears  her  name.  It  is  situated  on  a 
mountain  overlooking  the  gorges  of  the  torrent  from  Lake 
Blanc. 

At  Monteynard  she  has  a  small,  uninteresting  church  ; 
three  in  the  district  of  Salvagnac  (Tarn),  one  with  a  convent, 
at  Arras,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made. 

In  a.d.  883  Saint  Aldric  raised  an  altar  in  her  honour  at 
the  east  side  of  his  church  in  Le  Mans  (Sarthe) .  An  oratory 
of  Saint  Agnes  and  Saint  Lucy,  dating  from  the  twelfth 
century,  existed  near  Saint  Laurent  des  Arbres  (Gard).  It 
is  now  used  as  a  wood  and  corn  store.  She  had  a  fourteenth- 
century  chapel  in  the  cathedral  of  Amiens  (Somme),  another 
in  Saint  Ouen's,  Rouen  (Seine  Inferieure),  a  third  in  the 
girls'  school,  Notre  Dame,  Aire  (Meuse)  ;  a  hospital  at 
Peronne  ;  a  school  at  Peronne  and  Hem  (Somme) . 

Her  chapel  at  Mende  (Lozere)  was  founded  in  1286.  At 
Chaudeyrac,  in  the  same  Department,  she  had  another. 
That  of  Cahors  (Lot)  dates  from  1342.  Her  two  chapels  at 
Dijon  (Cote  a" Or)  no  longer  exist.  One  at  Dete,  in  the 
parish  of  Collonges  (Ain)  was  destroyed  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  six  last  mentioned  were,  as  far  as  I  can 
understand,  oratories,  independent  of  any  cathedral  or 
church. 

A  Clermont  (Puy-de-D6me)  Register  of  1535  mentions 
"  S.  Agnetis  de  Leyrat  in  paraechia  de  Merinshal."  The 
Benedictines  of  Broc,  Canton  of  Issoire,  in  the  same  Depart- 
ment, had  a  chapel  under  her  title.  She  was  one  of  the 
patrons  of  the  monastery  of  Reuil  Mieux  (Seine  et  Marne), 
consecrated  in  1230. 
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There  were  "  Beguince  S.  Agnetis  "  at  Rheims  (Marne) 
in  1625.  Her  sanctuary  in  Mans-sous-Sainte-Anne,  Besan- 
gon,  was  an  almost  impregnable  fortress  under  Louis  XIV. 
Her  church  near  Lous-le-Saunnier  (Jura)  is  ancient.  Its 
tower  belongs  to  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
The  village  bearing  her  name  is  traversed  by  the  road  from 
Lyons  to  Strasbourg.  Saint  Lucina  was  formerly  honoured 
there  under  the  name  of  Anetis,  which  the  French  translate 
Agnes.  This  leads  us  to  suppose  that  the  Roman  lady  was 
venerated  there  before  the  Roman  Virgin-Martyr. 

Mention  is  made  of  this  village  in  1133.  In  1157  the 
Emperor  Frederic  gave  the  "  Ecclesia  S.  Agnetis  "  to  the 
Abbey  of  Baume. 

From  the  year  1300  the  little  place  began  to  assume 
importance. 

Another  Agnetian  church  existed  in  this  diocese  at  Saint 
Claud  (Jura).  This  very  ancient  building  was  taken  down 
in  1845,  and  a  new  one  was  erected  the  same  year  in  a  more 
central  position.     It  is  of  no  architectural  interest. 

La  Motte-de-Galaure,  a  village  of  300  inhabitants,  near 
Sainte  Valleir,  Valence  (Drome),  had  likewise  her  church. 
In  1 1 19  Pope  Calixtus  II.  confirmed  a  grant  to  the  Royal 
Abbey  of  Tournus  of  "  Calleam  S.  Agnetis  de  Mota  "  in 
the  Diocese  of  Vienne.  Five  other  Popes  ratified  this 
donation.1 

At  Tour  (Meurthe-et-Moselle)  in  1782  the  Archdeacon 
Rochard  changed  the  chapel  of  Saint  Michael  at  the 
Epistle  side  of  the  altar  in  the  cathedral,  and  erected  there 
an  altar  to  Saint  Agnes  in  memory  of  his  mother,  who  bore 
her  name.  } 

A  street  in  Cambraii  (Nord),  Rue  Sainte  Agnes,  must 
have  got  its  title  from  a  church  of  hers  no  longer  standing. 
She  has,  however,  a  chapel  and  well  at  Char  Ires  (Eure-et- 
Loire).2 

A  Dominican  nuns'  college,  or  branch  house,  without 
enclosure,  is  under  her  invocation  at  Lafouillade,  Aveyron. 
And  a  village  called  from  its  church  Sainte  Agnese  is 
about  two  hours'  drive  from  Mentone,  Nice,  on  a  serrated 
ridge  of  rocks  in  the  Alpes  Maritimes.  Inquiries  made  on 
the  spot  failed  to  discover  at  what  time  this  church  was 
built.     It  contains  curious  objects  of  the  Middle  Ages.3 

1  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe.  2  75^  3  j^ 
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On  the  road  between  Paris  and  Mont-Martre  there  existed 
in  the  thirteenth  century  a  church  and  parish  of  Saint 
Agnes.  This  is  now  known  as  Saint  Eust ache's  Rue  du 
Jour,  near  the  Halles  Centrales,  which  Saussy  says  was 
first  erected  under  her  name.1  A  legend  runs  that  it  was 
built  by  a  citizen  named  Jean  Alais,  in  atonement  for  his 
usury.  The  foundation-stone  of  a  new  structure  was  laid 
August,  19,  1532,  by  the  Provost  of  Paris,  Jean  de  la  Barre. 
It  was  not  completed  till  1637,  according  to  the  plans  of 
Charles  David,  with  the  exception  of  the  chief  entrance, 
which  dates  from  1788.  It  is  a  strange  mixture  of  Gothic 
and  modern  style.2  It  still  retains  the  Virgin-Martyr  as 
its  secondary  patron.  This  is  testified  by  a  black  marble 
slab  in  the  south  wall,  bearing  this  inscription  :  "  Van 
1637,  26  Jour  d'Avril,  2d  Dimanche  d'apres  Pasqties  ceste 
eglise  ayant  ete  rebastie  de  fond  en  conible,  a  este  de  nouveau 
dediee  et  consacree,  avec  le  maitre  autel  d'icelle,  d  Vhonneur 
de  Dieu  soubz  V invocation  de  la  bienheureuse  Vierge  Marie 
et  des  Bienheureux  Martirs  Sainct  Eustache  et  Saincte  Agnes 
et  de  Saint  Louis."  A  chapel  of  hers  erected  by  Agnes  of 
Russia,  wife  of  King  Henry  (1060),  stood  near  the  Pont  de 
Paris.  In  the  document  of  its  foundation  for  the  Canon- 
esses  of  Saint  Martin-des-Champs  (1066)  we  read  "Anna" 
instead  of  "  Agnetis  " — a  common  change  of  name. 

She  had  another  chapel  dedicated  to  herself  and  Saint 
John  the  Evangelist  in  the  Cathedral  of  Notre- Dame,3  and 
one  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Sulpice. 

As  to  places  bearing  the  names  Agnes-les-Duisans  et 
Goudes,  Diocese  of  Arras  ;  A  gnat,  a  Vicariate  in  the  suburbs 
of  Yesingeaux,  Diocese  of  Puy;  Aignes,  near  Angouleme, 
it  is  probable  that  they  are  thus  called  from  the  French 
word,  Agnel,  or  Aigue,  meaning  water.4"  It  is  also  likely  that 
Sainte-Agne,  Diocese  of  Perigeux,  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  her  veneration. 

Germany. — In  the  year  1240  a  noble  lady  named  Luck- 
hard,  of  Kleingedenck,  and  her  son  Frederick,  a  priest  of 
holy  life,  erected  and  richly  endowed  a  large  convent  in  a 
plain  called  "  des. Bouchers  "  a  short  distance  from  the 

1  Martyrologium  Gallicanum.     Lutetiae  Parisiorum,  1637,  p.  58.  \ 

2  Diamond  Guide  for  the  Stranger  in  Paris.  Adolphe  Joannes, 
p.  132. 

8  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe. 

4  Harbaville.     Memorial  du  Pas-de-Calais,  2  vols. 
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enclosure  of  Strasbourg.  It  was  consecrated  in  1248  in 
honour  of  the  Blessed  Mother  of  God  and  Saint  Agnes, 
V.M.,  and  went  under  the  name  of  the  latter.  Before  the 
middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  Innocent  IV.  incorporated 
it  with  the  Order  of  Saint  Dominic.  The  Government 
forced  the  nuns  to  leave  it  on  December  13,  1475,  and 
betake  themselves  to  the  convent  of  Saint  Margaret,  in  the 
city.  Ere  they  left  they  knelt  at  the  altar  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  reciting  the  Psalms  "  Ad  te  levavi,"  "  De  Pro- 
fundis,"  the  Antiphons,  Salve  Regina,  and  that  of  Saint 
Agnes.  The  confessor  of  the  convent  said  the  Collect. 
Then  the  Sisters  went  two  and  two  to  bow  before  the  altar 
of  their  well-beloved  patroness,  and  at  once  set  out.  The 
Sovereign  Pontiff  approved  the  union  of  the  two  convents  in 
a.d.  1476.  Their  property  was  thenceforth  held  in  common, 
and  the  house  took  the  name  of  Convent  of  Saint  Margaret 
and  Saint  Agnes,  which  it  kept  till  the  time  of  its  dissolution. 

The  Suffragan  of  Strasbourg  consecrated  two  new  altars 
in  it,  on  October  5,  1476.  The  first  was  dedicated  to  Saint 
Agnes,  Saint  Magdalene,  and  all  the  virgin  female  Saints, 
the  second  to  Saint  Landelinus,  M.,  Saint  Dominic,  and  all 
the  Dominican  Saints. 

Sixtus  IV.  and  Innocent  VIII.,  who  confirmed  the  per- 
petual union  of  the  two  houses  of  Saint  Margaret  and  Saint 
Agnes,  took  the  convent  under  their  special  protection. 
The  Cardinal  Legate  Raymond  visited  the  monastery  in 
1502  and  granted  it  many  indulgences. 

On  January  28,  1633,  the  Senate  obliged  the  nuns  to 
leave  the  convent  and  take  up  their  residence  in  Saint 
Magdalene's  Penitentiary.  They  were  allowed  to  return 
four  years  later,  during  the  octave  of  the  Epiphany,  1637, 
to  their  home,  which  had  been  miraculously  preserved 
from  destruction.  The  French  Revolution,  to  the  days 
of  which  it  flourished,  put  an  end  to  its  existence,  by  razing 
it  with  the  ground.1 

Towards  the  year  1290  an  Abbey  of  the  Order  of  Citeaux 
was  founded  at  Mayence  "  in  foro  gentili  "  under  the  invoca- 
tion of  Saint  Agnes,  by  Conrad  Zum  Vors,  elsewhere  called 
"  Zumkors."  The  Cistercians  lived  in  it  till  1572,  when, 
under  the  auspices  of  Bishop  Wolfgang,  they  embraced 


1  Histoire  des  Religieuses  Dominicaines  du  Couvent  de  S.  Mar- 
guerite et  de  S.  Agnes  a  Strasbourg,  par  M.  le  Vicomte  de  Bussierre. 
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the  Rule  of  Saint  Augustin.1     The  church  attached  to  the 
monastery  was  demolished  in  1809. 

The  Augustinian  Nuns  had  a  church  and  monastery  at 
Treves,  mentioned  in  1299.  In  1460  Bishop  John  restored 
regular  dicipline  here.  It  is  now  a  barracks.  In  the 
cathedral  she  had  a  chapel,  to  the  left  of  the  choir.  An 
oratory  was  erected  in  her  honour  near  Saint  John  Baptist's, 
whilst  the  Augustinian  Monks  had  in  1255  a  monastery 
dedicated  to  her  and  Saint  Gervais.3 

At  Madgeburg,  Saxony,  the  Benedictine  Nuns  had  a 
monastery  under  her  patronage.  At  Breslau  she  had  a 
church  opposite  Saint  Mathias',  built  in  1242.  It  survived 
in  1587,  but  is  now  destroyed. 

In  Westphalia,  the  sanctuaries  of  Bausenhagen,  a  parish 
in  Mark  ;  Hamm,  a  Franciscan  church,  founded  by  Count 
Gerard  before  1412  ;  Wiedendruck,  a  convent  of  nuns  ; 
Bochold,  a  hospital  chapel  in  the  diocese  of  Miinster,  have 
her  as  their  patroness.3 

The  convent  in  which  Anne  Catherine  Emmerich  made 
her  profession  at  Diilmen,  was  named  Agnetenberg.  It 
was  founded  by  Hermann  Hoken  and  his  wife  Greta  in 
1457,  and  after  354  years  of  existence  was  suppressed 
December  3,  1811,  under  the  government  of  Jerom  Bona- 
parte. 4 

At  Wurtzburg,  in  Bavaria,  she  had  a  convent  suppressed 
in  1572  ;  and  at  Augsburg  a  chapel  in  the  monastery  of 
Saint  Ulrich,  in  the  fifteenth  century.  She  likewise  shared 
with  the  B.  V.  Mary  and  others  in  the  dedication  of  an  altar, 
in  the  Abbey  of  Saint  Emmeran,  as  early  as  980.  Emmerich 
had  its  monastery  and  chapel,  with  a  high  tower,  given  on 
a  plan  of  1647.  In  Esselbach,  near  Neuburg,  she  had  a 
parish  before  1613.  Judging  from  an  old  plan,  her  monas- 
tery at  Friburg,  Baden,  was  very  large  and  beautiful.  Its 
chapel  had  a  spire  in  the  centre.6 

Cologne  Cathedral  boasts  of  a  chapel  of  our  Virgin-Martyr, 
in  which  is  the  famous  Dombild.8 

Miraeus  speaks  of  a  Franciscan  monastery  of  this  name, 

1  Dictionnaire  des  Abbayes  et  Monastdres.  Migne,  T.  XVI., 
1856,  p.  25. 

2  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe.     Fleury.  s  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe. 

4  Life  of  Anne  Catherine  Emmerich,  Quarterly  Series. 

5  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe.     Fleury. 

6  Weale's  Belgian  Guide,  edit.  1855,  p.  433. 
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in  that  city,  "  ad  Olivas."1    Gelenius  says  that  it  belonged 
to  the  Templars.2 

England. — Speaking  of  Cawston,  Norfolk,  a  historian  of 
that  county  says  :  "  Edward  I.  (1272-1307)  granted  a  fair, 
which  is  held  here  on  Saint  Agnes 's  day  and  morrow,  it 
being  the  dedication  day  of  the  church,  and  there  is  a 
sheep  show,  which  we  have  traced  as  far  back  as  1725,  at 
the  Woodrow  House  on  August  14.  Formerly  the  church- 
wardens were  obliged  to  pay  an  annual  sum  to  make  a 
crown  for  the  principal  image  of  Saint  Agnes  standing  on 
the  north  side  of  the  high  altar,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
chancel,  and  to  adorn  it.  The  church  is  a  noble  Gothic 
pile  of  freestone,  and  the  fine  square  tower,  120  feet  high, 
contains  six  bells.  There  is  a  nave,  two  aisles,  two  transept 
chapels,  a  north-chancel  chapel,  a  north  vestry,  and  a 
south  porch.  The  whole  of  this  fabric,  the  north  aisle 
excepted,  was  built  by  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
and  Catherine,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Hugh,  Earl  of 
Stafford.3 

The  church  at  Itteringham,  fourteen  miles  from  Norwich, 
first  dedicated  to  Saint  Agnes,  and  afterwards  re-dedicated 
to  the  B.  V.  Mary,  has  a  square  tower  with  three  bells.  There 
was  a  chapel  on  the  north  side.4  None  of  the  county 
historians  whom  I  have  consulted  say  when  this  church 
was  built  or  its  dedication  changed. 

About  eight  and  a  half  miles  north-west  by  west  from 
Truro,  Cornwall,  stands  a  little  village  called  Saint  Agnes, 
which  evidently  took  its  name  from  the  church  there 
erected  in  her  honour.  "  At  the  time  of  the  Conqueror's 
tax  there  was  no  such  parish  or  district  .  .  .  but  the  same 
passed  in  rates  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Earl  of  Corn- 
wall's Manor,  now  Duchy  of  Iwarnhay,  together  with 
Peransand.  .  .  .  The  present  church  of  Saint  Agnes  was, 
of  old,  only  a  free  chapel  dedicated  to  her,  without  endow- 
ment, till  the  same  was  augmented  and  rebuilt,  of  three 
roofs,  as  it  now  stands,  by  charitable  collections,  and  the 
proper  charge  and  cost  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  in  1484  ; 
consecrated  and  dedicated  to  the  honour  of  Almighty  God, 


1  Canonicorum  Reg.  S.  Augustini  origines,  etc.     Ulnae,  1775,  p.  61. 

2  De  Magnitudine  Coloniae,  p.  519. 

3  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Norfolk.     Norwich. 
1781.     Vol.  III.,  p.  151. 

*  Lib.  cit.,      Vol.  L.  p.  207. 
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in  the  name  of  Saint  Agnes,  as  a  daughter  church  to  Peran- 
sand,  by  Dr.  Peter  Courtenay,  then  Bishop  of  Exon."1 

To  this  quotation  from  Mr.  Hals,  Mr.  Gilbert  adds  the 
following  footnote  from  Lysons'  Magna  Britannia  :  *  It 
appears,  however,  from  Mr.  Tonkin's  notes,  that  Saint 
Agnes's  was  deemed  a  distinct  parish,  and  had  a  parochial 
chapel  in  it,  as  early  as  the  year  1396.  A  license  to  build 
a  new  chapel  was  dated  October  1,  1482." 

Resuming  Hals,  he  then  continues  :  "  In  the  glass  win- 
dows of  this  church  I  remember  to  have  seen  written  the 
remains  of  the  broken  inscription,  '  In  carcere  serat  Agnes,' 
referring,  I  suppose,  to  her  sowing  or  preaching  the  word 
in  the  prison,  jail,  or  hold  to  which  she  was  confined  as 
aforesaid."  Citing  Lysons,  Mr.  Davies  adds  :  "  In  a  dingle 
called  Chapel-Comb  was  an  ancient  chapel  known  by  the 
name  of  Porth-Chapel,  the  ruins  of  which  were  taken  down 
about  the  year  1780.  Near  this  spot  is  Saint  Agnes's  well, 
of  which  many  miraculous  stories  are  told.  The  water 
is  of  an  excellent  quality  and  much  esteemed."2  Nowhere 
amongst  the  many  Cornish  historians  whom  I  have  con- 
sulted is  there  a  trace  of  these  miraculous  stories,  except 
the  following,  which  is  substantially  the  same  in  Polwhele 
(i.,  176-177).     I  give  the  fullest  version  : 

"  Many  monstrous  stories  are  still  preserved  in  the  Popish 
legends  of  this  giant  (Bolster)  and  of  Saint  Agnes  which 
were  formerly  believed  in  Cornwall,  but  of  these  it  will  be 
unnecessary  to  give  any  detailed  account.  In  these 
romances,  according  to  Mr.  Tonkin,  it  is  asserted  that 
Saint  Agnes  escaped  from  her  persecutors  at  Rome,  found 
means  to  reach  Cornwall,  and  landed  at  Perranarwonthal. 
Travelling  from  thence  to  the  parish  now  known  by  her 
name,  she  was  sorely  tempted  by  the  devil,  and,  on  turning 
to  rebuke  him,  he  was  several  times  turned  into  a  stone, 
from  which  he  contrived  to  escape,  leaving  a  moorstone  in 
his  place,  which  stones  are  still  to  be  seen  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  asunder  in  a  straight  line  on  the  open  downs.  On 
reaching  her  parish  she  was  compelled  by  the  giant  Bolster 
to  pick  all  the  stones  off  his  estate,  which  was  enclosed  in 
the  before-mentioned  entrenchment.     This  was  accordingly 

1  The  Parochial  History  of  Cornwall,  founded  on  the  manuscript 
histories  of  Mr.  Hals  and  Mr.  Tonkin,  by  Davies  Gilbert,  F.S.A. 
London  :  Nichols,  1838.     Vol.  I.,  pp.  4-15. 

3  Lib.  cit.,  pp.  4-15. 
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done  by  her,  and  taken  in  her  apron  at  three  times  and 
carried  to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  where  they  still  remain, 
forming  the  three  burrows  that  are  ascribed  by  common 
mortals  to  less  miraculous  causes.  Having  accomplished 
this  work,  the  giant  next  attempted  to  seduce  her,  and  she 
pretended  to  comply  with  his  wishes  upon  condition  that 
he  would  fill  a  hole,  that  she  would  point  out,  with  his  blood. 
Accepting  this  condition,  she  led  him  towards  the  cliff,  and 
pointed  out  a  hole  which,  though  to  him  unknown,  actually 
opened  to  the  sea  below.  At  this  hole  he  bled  himself  to 
death,  when  she  tumbled  him  over  the  precipice.  Being 
now  in  full  possession  of  the  district,  she  built  a  chapel  near 
a  well  of  most  excellent  water,  the  pavement  of  which  she 
dyed  with  her  own  blood.  This  well  possessed  many 
miraculous  virtues,  and  was  formerly  a  place  of  great 
resort,  but  its  reputation  is  now  no  more."1  It  existed  in 
an  f  entire  state  till  1820.  Pins  were  dropped  into  it,  with 
wishes,  as  in  many  other  parts  of  Cornwall.2 

The  modern  Catholic  church  of  this  village  was  opened 
on  August  13,  1882,  by  the  Rev.  Father  Arthur  McKey. 
It  is  dedicated  to  Our  Blessed  Lady  and  Saint  Cuthbert. 
The  ground  for  it  was  purchased  and  the  building  com- 
pleted at  the  expense  of  Major  Walter  Pyke,  of  Camborne, 
the  kitchen  of  a  poor  Irish  labourer's  cottage  having  for 
twenty  years  previously  served  the  purpose  of  a  chapel.3 
The  Protestant  church,  rebuilt  from  plans  of  Mr.  William 
White,  retains  the  old  dedication,  and  is  worth  a  visit.4 

It  may  be  useful  to  remark,  on  the  authority  of  a  native 
of  Cornwall,  now  happily  a  member  of  the  true  Church,  that 
the  name  Saint  Anne,  wherever  met  in  that  country,  always 
signifies  Saint  Agnes. 

The  Scilly  Island,  remarkable  for  its  lighthouse,  took  its 
name  from  a  chapel  erected  thereon.  "  It  is  not  the  same 
that  is  now  in  being,  and  there  is  no  account  when  it  was 
originally  built.  It  was  situated  nearer  the  sea  than  the 
present  church,  and  there  is  no  certain  account  how  it  was 
demolished.     It  is  handed  down  by  tradition  that  the  old 


1  History  of  Cornwall,  by  Fortescue  Hitchins,  edited  by  Samuel 
Drew,  1824,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  19,  20. 

2  T.  Q.  Couch,  Ancient  and  Holy  Wells  of  Cornwall. 

3  The  Weekly  Register,  August   19,    1882,  p.   227  ;  The  Tablet, 
August  19,  1882,  p.  314. 

4  Murray's  Cornwall  Guide,  p.  374. 
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church  was  beaten  down  by  the  Parliament  forces  in  the 
last  century,  and  that  it  lay  in  ruins  many  years,  and  a 
dwelling-house  was  built  upon  the  spot  with  the  materials. 
Several  people  now  living  can  remember  the  arch  standing, 
which  was  between  the  nave  of  the  church  and  the  chancel, 
built  with  fine  freestone,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  arches 
in  the  ruins  of  the  abbey  church  at  Tresco.  The  dwelling- 
house  which  was  built  with  the  materials  of  the  old  church, 
and  upon  the  spot  where  it  stood,  was  washed  away,  as 
well  as  a  great  part  of  the  burial-ground,  with  a  high  tide 
in  the  year  1744,  so  no  remains  of  it  are  now  to  be  seen. 

"  The  church  now  in  being  is  24  feet  long  and  14  feet 
wide.  It  has  a  gallery  to  the  west  end  which  was  erected 
in  the  year  1782,  and  has  one  bell  of  about  half  a  hundred- 
weight."1 

Scarcely  less  satisfactory  than  the  Cornish  historians  are 
those  who  have  written  about  the  Well  of  Sainte  Agnes-le- 
Claire,  which  existed  in  the  locality  of  Shoreditch  Theatre, 
London,  on  the  site  of  the  present  bend  in  the  Great 
Eastern  Street  from  Shoreditch  where  it  enters  Old  Street. 
Stowe,  having  spoken  of  Saint  Clement's  and  Clark's  Wells, 
adds  :  "  Somewhat  north  from  Holy  Well  is  another  well 
curved  square  with  stone,  and  is  called  Dame  Annis  the 
Clear  ;  and  not  far  from  it,  but  somewhat  west,  is  also  one 
other  clear  water  called  '  Perillous  Pond.'  "a  A  writer  in 
Notes  and  Queries?  having  quoted  these  words,  says  :  "  The 
name  subsequently  degenerated  into  ' Anniseed  Clear.'  It 
was  not  a  '  bath,'  but  a  well,  taking  its  name  either  from 
its  dedication  to  Saint  Agnes  (ayvrj,  the  pure),  and  from  the 
purity  of  its  waters,  or,  like  Lamb's  Conduit,  from  some 
Dame  Agnes,  by  whom  the  spring  was  walled  in  and  made 
available  to  the  public." 

Another  writer  in  the  same  periodical  gives  the  following 
additional  particulars  :  "  The  date  assigned  to  this  well  is 
1502.  .  .  .  Ben  Jonson,  in  his  Bartholomew  Fair,  Act  III., 
Scene  1,  has  the  following  :  '  Captain  Whit,  a  delicate  show- 
pig,  little  mistress,  with  shuret  sauce  and  crackling  like  de 
bay-leaf  i'  the  fire,  la  !     Tou  shall  ha  de  clean  side  o'  de 

1  The  Isles  of  Scilly.  A  survey  of  the  ancient  and  present  state  of 
the  Isles  of  Scilly,  by  John  Troutbeck,  the  elder.  Sherborne,  1796, 
pp.  145-157- 

2  Survey  of  London,  Stowe,  p.  7,  edit.  Thorns. 

3  August  30th  and  September  13th,  1890. 
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table-clot,  and  de  glass  vash'd  with  phatersh  of  Dame  Annis 
Clear.'  " 

Whalley,  in  a  note,  explains  that  there  was  anciently 
near  Hoxton  a  spring  of  water  called  Agnes-le-Clare,  and 
corruptly  Annis  the  Clear.  This  was  the  water  meant  here 
by  the  poet.  Whilst  this  is  further  supplemented  on 
October  18,  1890,  thus  :  "  Twenty-five  years  ago  or  so 
there  was  a  dancing-saloon  at  the  end  of  a  short  court 
leading  out  of  Bath  Street,  a  street  extending  from  Taber- 
nacle Square  to  the  Curtain  Road,  and  parallel  with  and 
just  south  of  Old  Street  Road.  Entrance  to  the  court  was 
also  possible  through  a  public-house  in  Tabernacle  Square. 
These  buildings  have,  I  think,  been  removed  to  make  way 
for  a  new  street.  I  notice  the  existence  and  site  of  this 
rather  disreputable  dancing-saloon  because  the  place  was 
also  known  as  Saint  Agnes's  Baths.  The  water-supply  was 
from  a  well  or  spring,  and  when  used  for  dancing,  the 
bathing-place,  which  was  very  small,  was  boarded  over." 

At  the  present  time  the  baths  exist  there.  Those  who 
desire  to  see  them  as  they  used  to  be  may  study  Mr.  T.  H. 
Shepherd's  Saint  Agnes -le- Claire  Mineral  Baths,  Old  Street 
Road,  a  water-colour  drawing  which  some  years  ago  was 
lent  for  exhibition  in  the  South  Kensington  Museum  by 
Mr.  John  Gregory  Crace. 

London  possessed  its  church  also  of  the  Virgin-Martyr  in 
Catholic  times — namely,  Saints  Anne  and  Agnes,  which 
now  stands  in  Gresham  Street  to  the  north  of  the  General 
Post  Office.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Royal  Commission, 
Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  of  Henry  VIII.,  in  1535.  "  The  church 
of  Saint  Martin-le-Grand,  to  which  this  church  was  attached 
in  the  eleventh  century,  was  in  very  early  times  connected 
with  the  Guild  of  Saddlers,  and  seems  to  have  been  the 
place  of  their  religious  assemblies.  .  .  .  There  were  two 
chauntries  in  the  church — one  founded  for  the  soul  of 
Thomas  Juvenale  and  Agnes,  his  wife,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.,  and  one  founded  by  Sir  William  Gregory, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  in  145 1.  The  existing  church  was 
built  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  after  the  Great  Fire,  in  1680. 
Its  predecessor,  which  had  also  '  suffered  from  casualty  of 
fire,'  writes  Newcourt,  was  re-edified  in  1548,  and  again 
1  beautifully  repaired  '  in  1624.  The  advowson  belonged 
to  the  great  collegiate  church  of  Saint  Martin-le-Grand 
before  the  Conquest,  and  was  confirmed  to  the  college  by 
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William.  When  Henry  VII.  annexed  the  college  to  the 
Abbey  of  Westminster  in  1502,  the  Abbot  and  convent 
became  patrons  of  the  church  until  the  advowson  was  given 
by  Queen  Mary  to  Bonner,  Bishop  of  London,  and  his 
successors  in  the  See."1 

Judging  by  what  Mr.  William  Hone  says  in  his  Every- 
Day  Book,  January  21,  one  is  left  under  the  impression  that 
the  practice  of  which  he  writes  was  general  throughout 
England.  In  reality  this  was  not  the  case.  As  he,  how- 
ever, only  summarizes  Stopford's  account,  I  think  it  well 
to  give  that  author's  own  words.  Having  spoken  of  the 
pagan  Palilia,  he,  in  order  to  scoff  at  Catholics,  says  :  _ 

"  That  the  same  custom  is  observed  by  our  Romanists, 
and  with  the  like  ceremonies,  is  clear  from  the  following 
Office  appointed  for  it  :  The  sheep  being  brought  into  the 
church,  the  priest  blesseth  the  salt  and  water  ;  then  in  one 
corner  he  reads  this  Gospel,  '  To  us  a  Child  is  born,'  with 
the  whole  Office,  a  farthing  being  laid  upon  the  book  and 
taken  up  again  ;  in  the  second  corner  he  reads  this  Gospel, 
1  Ye  men  of  Galilee,'  with  the  whole  Office,  a  farthing  being 
laid  upon  the  book  and  taken  up  again  ;  in  the  third  corner 
he  reads  this  Gospel,  '  I  am  the  Good  Shepherd,'  with  the 
whole  Office,  a  farthing  being  laid  upon  the  book  and  taken 
up  again  ;  and  in  the  fourth  corner  he  reads  this  Gospel, 
'  In  these  days,'  a  farthing  being  laid  upon  the  book  and 
taken  up  again.  After  this  he  sprinkles  all  the  sheep  with 
holy  water,  saying,  '  Let  the  blessing  of  God  the  Father 
Almighty  descend  and  remain  upon  you.  In  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen.' 
Then  the  priest  signeth  all  the  sheep  with  the  sign  of  the 
Cross,  repeating  thrice  these  verses  : 

"  'Crux  fugat  omne  malum,  crux  est  repartrix  rerum 
Per  Cruris  signum  fugiat  procul  omne  malignum 
Et  per  idem  signum  salvetur  quodquod  benignum.' 

Pater  Noster,  Ave  Maria,  and  then  is  sung  the  Mass  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  whole  Office  being  concluded,  four 
pennies  are  offered  to  the  priest  and  three  to  the  poor.  ..." 
(Ex  Antiquo  M.  S.  Marie  de  Lillieshall  in  agro  Salopiensi, 
p.  62). 2     Stopford  does  not  state  the  day  on   which   the 

1  Notes  and  Queries,  August  30,  1890. 

2  Pagano  Papismus,  or  an  exact  parallel  between  Rome-Pagan  and 
Rome-Christian  in  their  doctrines  and  ceremonies,  by  Joshua 
Stopford,  B.D.,  London,  1675,  pp.  288-293. 
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ceremony  was  held,  but  most  probably  it  was  on  January  21. 
Hone  assigns  it  to  that  date. 

From  what  he  says  it  is  evident  that  the  practice  here 
mentioned  was  limited  to  Saint  Mary's,  Lillieshall,  Shrop- 
shire. I  do  not  venture  to  say  that  it  was  carried  out  even 
in  Cawston,  because  I  have  not  seen  this  stated  by  his- 
torians. A  fair,  as  has  been  said  already,  was  held  there 
on  January  21  from  the  thirteenth  century,  and  the  sheep- 
show,  previously  spoken  of,  on  August  14.  It  is  not  un- 
reasonable, however,  to  suppose  that  some  special  religious 
ceremony  was  connected  with  the  fair. 

Stopford's  self-satisfied  and  silly  remarks,  which  are 
found  in  every  page  of  his  book,  do  not  call  for  refutation. 
They  have  been  answered  over  and  over  again.  If  even 
the  Holy  Scripture  can  be  wrested  by  the  "  unlearned  and 
unstable  to  their  own  destruction,"  it  is  little  wonder  that 
Catholic  pious  practices  can  be  found  fault  with  and  held 
up  to  ridicule  by  aliens  to  the  true  religion,  particularly 
when  they  begin  and  pursue  their  investigations  under  the 
influence  of  prejudice. 

Amongst  the  manuscripts  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Saint  Paul's  is  a  grant  by  Herbert  de  Sancto  Albano  to 
Garin,  son  of  Garner  le  Turner,  of  a  piece  of  ground  before 
the  Church  of  Saint  Agnes  de  Aldredes  Gate.1 

As  if  to  compensate  Catholics  for  these  losses  of  churches 
and  customs,  England  has  at  the  present  day  some  temples 
of  our  Saint.  The  Rev.  Father  James  McQuoin,  of  Strat- 
ford, built  a  school-chapel  at  Bromley -by -Bow,  East  London, 
and  put  it  under  the  invocation  of  Saint  Agnes,  V.M., 
towards  whom  he  professed  a  great  devotion,  mainly  due 
to  the  reading  of  Fabiola. 

It  was  opened  on  April  20,  1865,  Provost  Manning  preach- 
ing, and  Very  Rev.  Canon  J.  Danell,  of  Southwark,  being 
also  present.  It  was  situated  in  Orwell  Street,  Devon 
Road,  and  would  seat  about  sixty  persons.  Since  the 
erection  of  the  present  church  of  Saint  Catherine  of  Sienna 
at  Bow  in  1869  the  old  one  has  been  used  as  an  infants' 
school,  in  which  the  statue  of  Saint  Agnes  is  still  kept. 
The  younger  children  invoke  her  on  her  Festival,  whilst  the 
more  grown  girls  keep  up  the  custom  of  hearing  Mass  on 

1  Report  of  the  Historical  Manuscript  Commission,  quoted  in 
"London  Past  and  Present,"  by  H.  B.  Wheatlev,  F.S.A.  London 
1891,  Vol.  I.,  p.  9. 
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that  day.  These  facts  were  given  to  me  orally  by  Very 
Rev.  Dr.  Thacker,  M.R.,  and  noted  down  at  the  time. 
We  may  well  believe  that  Saint  Agnes  still  retains  her 
interest  in  the  place,  for  on  the  occasion  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  women's  branch  of  the  Holy  Family  there  in 
1887  ners  was  "the  first  name  drawn  among  the  patrons, 
and  Saint  Catherine  of  Sienna's  the  last. 

Leyton  House,  Essex,  an  orphanage  for  poor  Catholic  boys 
under  seven  years  of  age,  is  called  Saint  Agnes's  Orphanage. 
This  name  was  given  to  it  by  His  Eminence  the  late  Car- 
dinal Manning,  whose  invariable  custom  it  was,  as  Father 
Seddon  kindly  informed  me,  to  fix  the  title  of  each  school 
during  the  twenty-two  years  His  Reverence  was  engaged 
with  him  in  establishing  schools  for  the  housing  of  poor 
children.  The  Dominican  nuns  were  put  in  charge  when 
the  premises  were  taken  over  at  Christmas,  1871,  but  they 
soon  left  it,  and  were  replaced  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity  in 
1872.  The  Festival  of  the  Saint  is  kept  with  a  sung  Mass, 
sermon,  and  Benediction,  the  statue,  generally  standing  in 
the  front  hall,  being  taken  into  the  church  and  decorated. 
January  21  is  also  a  holiday  for  the  children,  who  are  taught 
to  invoke  her  in  their  morning  and  evening  prayers. 

Mr.  Thomas  Molyneux  Seel  gave  some  land  at  Huyton, 
Lancashire,  in  1859,  whereon  the  present  church  was  built 
by  the  Rev.  Peter  Holmes  in  1861.  Mrs.  M.  Scel's  name 
being  Agnes,  the  church  was  dedicated  to  her  patron  Saint. 
It  is  sufficiently  large  for  the  Catholic  population,  only  270 
in  number,  and  is  adorned  with  a  statue  and  stained-glass 
window  of  the  child- bride.1 

At  Quomdon,  Leicester,  the  Mission  of  Saint  Agnes,  a 
convent  and  oratory  of  Nursing  Sisters,  was  founded  in 
1879  or  1880,  and  served  from  Barrow.2  A  resident  priest 
was  attached  to  the  place  later.  But  it  seems  to  have  been 
abandoned  after  a  few  years.  Certainly  no  notice  is  taken 
of  it  in  the  later  Catholic  Directories. 

The  Rev.  William  Stone  erected  an  altar  and  statue  of 
the  Saint  in  1882  in  Saint  Joseph's  Church,  to  which  he 
was  then  attached,  at  Havant,  eight  miles  from  Portsmouth. 

A  private  chapel,  to  which  the  public  are  admitted,  was 
opened  in  the  Abbasieh,  Cottenham  Park  Road,  Wimbledon, 

1  Almanac  for  the  Diocese  of  Liverpool,  1880,  p.  29. 

2  English  Catholic  Directory,  a.d.  1880. 
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by  Madame  Arendrup  in  1882.  It  was  placed  under  the 
invocation  of  her  two  children's  patrons,  Saints  Jerom  and 
Saint  Agnes,  and  was  served  by  the  Jesuit  Fathers  from 
Roehampton  ;*  whilst  in  1886  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Herbert, 
O.S.M.,  a  devoted  client  of  the  Saint,  put  a  chapel  of  the 
workhouse  which  he  attends  from  Fulham,  London,  under 
her  patronage. 

On  September  11,  1892,  a  school  built  by  Mrs.  Dunn  at 
Crawcrook,  Ryton-on-Tyne,  Durham,  was  enlarged,  opened 
as  a  school-chapel,  and  dedicated  to  Saint  Agnes,  one  of  her 
own  patrons  ;  and  in  1896  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Byrne  changed 
the  titular  of  the  church  at  West  Hampstead,  North-west 
London,  and  put  the  Mission,  which  practically  had  to  be 
started  afresh,  under  the  patronage  of  the  same  Virgin- 
Martyr. 

The  foundation-stone  of  the  Church  of  Saint  Agnes  at 
West  Kirby,  Cheshire,  was  laid  on  March  28,  1897,  by  Bishop 
Mostyn,  then  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Wales,  now  Bishop  of 
Menevia.  Mr.  Edmund  Kirby,  F.R.I.B.A.,  F.S.I.,  of 
Liverpool,  was  the  architect.  It  was  opened  on  July  18 
of  the  same  year  by  the  Right  Rev.  J.  W.  Allen,  D.D.,  the 
newly  appointed  Bishop  of  the  Diocese.  The  church  is 
universally  regarded  as  very  pretty.  There  is  nothing 
elaborate  in  its  design.  Every  detail  is  simple,  pleasing, 
and  devotional.  It  is  built  of  red  Ruabon  brick,  with 
terra-cotta  dressings,  the  tracery  on  the  west  window  being 
of  stone.  Only  a  portion  of  the  design  was  carried  out  in 
1897  ;  the  transept,  sanctuary,  and  sacristy  were  added  in 
1905.  The  church  will  now  seat  300,  so  its  pastor,  Father 
Henry  Mottram,  writes. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1877,  the  three  bells  which  were 
required  to  complete  the  peal  in  the  north-east  tower  of 
Saint  Chad's  Cathedral,  Birmingham,  were  obtained,  one 
by  gift  and  the  other  two  by  subscription.  They  were 
cast  by  Blews  and  Sons,  Bartholomew  Street,  Birmingham. 
The  eighth  is  called  Saint  Agnes.  It  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Richards,  who  desired  that  it  should  bear  this  name, 
out  of  regard  to  his  wife  or  one  of  his  daughters.  Around 
it  runs  the  legend,  Annulo  suo  subarrhavit  Jesus  Christus 
me  Dominus  meus.     Sancte  Agnes,  or  a  pro  nobis."2 

1  English  Catholic  Directory,  a.d.,  1883. 

2  Guide  to  St.  Chad's  Cathedral,  Birmingham,  by  Rev.  William 
Greaney,  p.  41. 
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Several  guilds  of  our  Saint,  which  are  looked  upon  as  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  Children  of  Mary,  exist  in  different 
localities,  such  as  Saint  Wilfrid's,  Bishop  Auckland  ;  Saint 
Patrick's,  Bradford  ;  Saint  John's,  Salford  ;  Saint  Alban's, 
Larkhill,  Blackburn  ;  Saint  Joseph's,  Stockport  ;  Saint 
Peter's,  Dover  ;  Saint  George's,  Southwark  ;  Saint  Michael's, 
Liverpool ;  and  at  Corpus  Christi,  Miles  Platting  ;  Bolton, 
Bournemouth,  Cheltenham,  Clapton,  Deptford,  Liscard, 
and  Macclesfield,  Cheshire. 

The  places  called  Burton  Agnes,  near  Bridlington  Bay, 
Yorkshire,  and  Papworth,  Saint  Agnes,  Cambridgeshire,  are 
in  no  way  connected  with  her.  Those  who  desire  further 
information  about  either  will  find  it  in  Rotuli  Hundren- 
dorum,  i.  115  ;  ii.  472,  473  ;  and  the  Historical  Gazetteer  and 
Directory  of  the  East  and  North  Ridings  of  Yorkshire  (White, 
Sheffield,  1840,  pp.  378,  379). 

I  pass  over  an  account  of  the  Protestant  churches,  hos- 
pitals, and  orphanages,  not  a  few  of  which  have  of  late 
years  arisen  under  her  invocation  in  various  parts  of  the 
land,  since  I  am  only  occupied  with  a  Catholic  view  of  this 
matter.  Neither  is  it  necessary  to  do  more  than  allude  to 
a  superstitious  custom  which  John  Keats  has  made  the 
subject  of  his  poem,  Saint  Agnes' s  Eve.  Accounts  of  it  are 
given  in  Chambers's  Book  of  Days,  vol.  i.,  pp.  140,  141  ; 
William  Hone's  Every- Day  Book,  vol.  i.,  pp.  136-145  ;  R.  T. 
Hampson's  Kalendarium  Medii  Mvi,  vol.  i.,  pp.  150,  151  ; 
and  more  fully  still  in  Brand's  Popular  Antiquities  of  Great 
Britain,  Bonn's  Antiquarian  Library,  vol.  i.,  pp.  34-38.  It 
is  similar  to  that  which,  according  to  P£re  Cahier,  as  pre- 
viously mentioned,  exists  in  Rome. 

The  absurdity  and  impiety  of  this  practice  were  well 
pointed  out  by  the  Rev.  Father  Anderdon,  S.J.,  in  an 
article  which  will  be  found  in  the  Weekly  Register,  January 
26,  1889,  and  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  given  : 

"  The  general  public  is  still  so  possessed  with  the  idea 
that  Catholics  are,  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  '  super- 
stitious,' that  it  becomes  a  distinct  method  of  proclaiming 
the  Church's  mind,  and  of  exalting  Saint  Agnes,  to  declare 
that  no  true  Catholic  can  participate  in  such  a  breach  of 
the  First  Commandment." 

"  Strange  indeed  it  is  that  of  all  the  Saints  in  glory 
Saint  Agnes  should  have  been  chosen  as  the  theme  of  a 
legend  so  little  like  her." 
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Having  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  fitness  in  invoking 
some  Saints  in  certain  cases,  the  author  continues  :  u  But 
Saint  Agnes — only  then  could  such  a  congruity  be  found  if 
she  were  said  to  have  a  special  power  in  teaching  Christian 
maidens  to  prefer  a  heavenly  love  to  an  earthly,  or  if  her 
intercession  were  sought  in  order  to  console  such  as  mourned 
heart-broken  over  a  disappointed  affection  by  pointing  up 
to  a  better.  With  all  her  maidenliness  and  modesty,  she 
knew  how  to  use  strenuous  language  when  pressed  to 
abandon  the  higher  for  the  lower.  ...  If  Antichrist  is  to 
draw  his  power  mainly  from  the  simulation  of  the  True  One, 
Whom  he  mocks  with  his  deceits,  so  it  is  in  proportion  with 
His  Saints  also.  A  false  dulia  to  them  grows  up  in  course 
of  time,  like  the  unauthorized  worship  of  angels  which  the 
Apostle  reproves  in  those  who  '  held  not  the  head,'  and 
therefore  lost  the  due  measure  of  things.  It  would  have 
been  condemned  by  any  Provincial  Council  if  brought  under 
its  notice.  Failing  this,  it  lives  on  here  and  there,  practised 
partly  as  a  custom,  partly  in  jest,  perhaps  half -credited 
by  those  who  engage  in  it  ;  and  all  the  while  it  is  as  much 
and  as  little  consonant  with  the  Church's  mind  and 
teaching  as  the  lamentations  of  the  Hebrew  women 
for  Thammus,  or  their  offerings  of  cake  and  incense  to 
Ashtaroth." 

Scotland. — The  English  Catholic  Directory  for  a.d.  1882 
mentions  Missions  of  Saint  Agnes  at  Glenuig,  Moidart, 
Inverness-shire  ;  and  Possil,  near  Glasgow,  Lanark.  The 
Memoir  of  Mr.  James  Hope-Scott,  Q.C.,  states  that  he  built 
two  chapels  on  the  Lochshiel  property  which  he  had  bought 
in  1856 — at  Mingarry  Our  Lady  of  the  Angels,  and  at 
Glenuig  Saint  Agnes;  and  his  letters  are  full  of  uncon- 
scious proofs  how  the  interests  of  Catholicity  were  always 
in  his  mind.1 

A  friend  having  questioned  the  accuracy  of  this,  and 
referred  me  for  correct  information  to  John  McLean,  Esq., 
of  Moidart,  I  received  the  following  note  from  that  gentle- 
man on  October  24,  1888  :  "  The  Glenuig  church  was  built 
by  subscriptions,  to  which  the  late  Mr.  Hope-Scott  contri- 
buted handsomely,  and  money  collected  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Macdonald,  parish  priest.  My  predecessor  here — a  de- 
ceased uncle — gave  the  site  and  about  an  acre  of  land  in 

1  Memoir  of  James  Hope-Scott,  by  Ormsby,  Vol.  II.,  p.  151. 
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addition,  and  the  use  of  men  and  horses  for  carting  material, 
etc.,  as  also,  I  believe,  a  contribution  in  money. 

M  I  am  aware  that  it  is  stated  in  Mr.  Hope-Scott's  Life 
that  the  church  was  built  by  him,  but  that  is  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  author.  Mr.  Hope-Scott  was  a  great  bene- 
factor to  Moidart,  where  his  memory  will  ever  be  cherished, 
but  a  contribution  was  the  extent  of  his  benefaction  in  the 
case  referred  to.  It  was  dedicated  to  Saint  Agnes  by  the 
parish  priest.  It  is  more  than  a  school-chapel,  is  seated  for 
300,  and  crowded  when  service  is  held  there." 

With  regard  to  the  last-mentioned  place,  the  Very  Rev. 
James  Cameron,  V.G.,  writing  in  May,  1882,  said  :  "  Some 
years  ago  I  built  a  school  at  Possil  to  provide  the  oppor- 
tunity of  Catholic  education  and  instruction  for  the  children 
of  the  Catholic  population  in  the  neighbourhood.  .  .  .  My 
reason  for  dedicating  the  Mission  of  Possil  to  Saint  Agnes 
was  that,  during  my  studies  in  Rome,  I  became  much  im- 
pressed with  the  devotion  of  the  Romans  to  the  Saint,  and 
with  her  beautiful  life  and  glorious  martyrdom,  and  I  have 
always  had  it  in  my  mind  that  if  I  had  the  opportunity  I 
would  dedicate  a  Mission  to  her  honour,  in  the  hope  of 
reviving  devotion  to  her  in  Scotland." 

Whether  it  existed  towards  her  of  old  in  that  country  I 
cannot  say.  Certainly  J.  G.  Bartholomew's  Atlas  of  Scot- 
land, Plate  21  ;  the  Ordnance  Survey  Map,  Sheet  33  ;  and 
others,  mark  a  place  called  Saint  Agnes  in  the  south-east 
of  Haddington.  The  Rev.  Dom  Oswald  Hunter-Blair, 
O.S.B.,  in  answer  to  inquiries,  told  me  that  there  was  a 
local  Saint  Agnes,  who  is,  or  was,  venerated  in  Haddington- 
shire, daughter  of  an  inhabitant  of  Spot,  who  appeared  in 
vision  to  (I  think)  the  Friars  of  Haddington  ;  and  there  was 
(I  think)  some  local  cultus  of  the  lady.  This  place  is  not, 
however,  a  village  taking  its  name  from  a  pre-Reformation 
church,  as  might  be  supposed.  It  is  merely  a  shooting- 
lodge  and  keeper's  house  belonging  to  Sir  George  Grant 
Suttie,  Bart.,  in  the  extreme  south  end  of  the  parish  of 
Spot,  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  from  the  junction 
of  the  Whitadder  and  Bothwell  Water.  It  may  have  had 
some  connection  with  Priestlaw  and  Friar's  Naze,  which 
are  respectively  two  miles  and  one  mile  distant  from  it. 

Scotland  as  well  as  England  possesses  guilds  under  her 
protection,  one  attached  to  the  Jesuits'  church,  Lewiston 
Street,  Edinburgh  ;  another  at  Saint  David's,  Dalkeith,  a 

6—2 


84    THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 

church  of  the  same  Society ;  and  an  association  for  youths, 
founded  in  1861,  at  Neilston,  Renfrewshire.1 

Since  the  above  lines  were  penned  I  have  learned  that 
the  foundation-stone  of  the  new  Church  of  Saint  Agnes, 
to  accommodate  about  1,000  people,  was  laid  at  8  p.m.,  on 
May  23, 1893,  by  Very  Rev.  Canon  Cameron.  It  is  a  Gothic 
structure  of  Locharbriggs  red  sandstone,  with  apse, 
baptistery,  and  sacristy,  132  feet  long  by  57  feet  wide, 
Messrs.  Pugin  being  the  architects.2  It  was  opened  in 
May,  1894. 

Ireland.^ — It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  state  that 
the  words  of  Aubrey  de  Vere  describing  the  baptism  of 
Eithna  and  Fedelm  by  Saint  Patrick  were  true  : 

"  And  they  say  that  St.  Agnes,  'twixt  sister  and  sister, 
As  the  cross  touched  each,  bent  over  and  kissed  her."3 

But,  as  he  himself  explained,  this  allusion  is  no  part  of 
the  legend,  being  merely  introduced  to  suggest  the  idea 
that  these  two  daughters  of  Erin  were  sister-spirits  to  the 
Roman  virgin,  who  is  the  great  type  of  youthful  purity. 

In  the  Barony  of  Bargy,  County  Wexford,  a  small  church 
called  Killag,  now  a  ruin,  once  stood.  It  has  been  mis- 
taken for  Agnes' s  church.  But  Mr.  W.  H.  Grattan-Flood, 
M.R.I. A.,  of  Enniscorthy,  informed  me  in  1901  that  it 
was  dedicated  to  Saint  Onchu,  a  very  famous,  yet  little- 
known,  Irish  Saint,  who  was  variously  called  "  Onk,  Onchy, 
Anky,  and  Auk,"  ;  hence,  Cill-Onchu.  His  Feast  is  kept 
on  February  8.     The  transition  to  Killag  is  quite  evident. 

Another  Killagh  (differently  spelled),  in  County  Kerry, 
means  the  "  church  in  the  field,"  and  though  belonging 
to  the  Augustinian  Order,  was  not  connected  with  her.4 

Neither  is  the  statement  made  in  the  life  of  Catherine 
McAuley5  correct — namely,  that  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  Con- 
vent, Castletown  Bere,  County  Cork,  founded  in  1855  from 
Tuam,  is  under  Saint  Agnes 's  patronage.     It  goes  by  the 

1  The  Scotch  Catholic  Directory,  a.d.  1886,  pp.  84-86. 

2  Ibid.,  a.d.  1894. 

3  Legends  of  St.  Patrick,  by  Aubrey  de  Vere.  London,  King  and 
Co.,  1872,  p.  $7. 

4  A  History  of  all  the  Abbeys,  Convents,  etc.,  of  the  Hermits  of 
St.  Augustine  in  Ireland.      Dublin,  1856,  p.  255. 

5  Life  of  Catherine  McAuley,  by  a  Sister  of  Mercy.  Appendix, 
504. 
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name  of  "  Divine  Providence,"  as  their  Rev.  Mother 
informed  me. 

To  these  good  nuns,  indeed,  as  well  as  to  the  members 
of  the  Presentation  and  Ursuline  Orders,  introduced  after 
the  abrogation  of  the  Penal  Laws,  we  owe,  in  my  opinion, 
whatever  modern  development  to  the  Virgin-Martyr  exists 
in  the  country. 

She  has,  however,  I  am  happy  to  say,  a  guild  in  Sligo 
Cathedral.   It  was  established  after  a  mission  some  years  ago. 

Whether  the  town  called  Agne  in  Stanvanger,  Norway, 
is  associated  with  her  or  not,  I  cannot  tell. 

Having  thus  hastily  run  through  Europe,  let  us  turn  to 
AMERICA,  taking  the  southern  portion  first. 

The  maps  indicate  a  Cape  Saint  Inez  on  the  east  coast  of 
Patagonia  ;  others  mark  it  on  the  east  of  Terra  del  Fuego  ; 
they  note  an  Island  Saint  Inez  on  the  west.  The  proba- 
bility is  that  all  places  thereabouts  which  bear  Saints' 
names  were  thus  designated  by  Fernando  de  Magellan  and 
the  Portuguese  explorers  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Of 
all  countries,  however,  nowhere  is  devotion  to  Agnes 
manifested  more  outwardly  than  in  the  United  States. 
This  is,  I  think,  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  so  many  of 
its  priests  have  been  students  of  the  Propaganda. 

Sadlier's  Catholic  Directory,  Almanac,  and  Or  do  for 
a.d.  1884  gives  thirty-one  churches  under  her  invocation, 
five  only  of  which  are  in  the  British  provinces  of  America. 
Besides  these,  there  are  nine  academies,  seven  parish 
schools,  six  convents,  and  three  hospitals  which  claim  her 
as  their  patroness.  One  church  is  at  East  43rd  Street,  New 
York.  It  was  burned  down  in  the  December  of  1898,  but  was 
rebuilt  and  reopened  in  the  course  of  the  following  year, 
everything  in  it  but  the  organ  being  the  gift  of  women. 
The  other  churches  are  at  Brooklyn,  Baltimore,  Brighton 
Park,  Chicago,  Cahors,  Cantonsville,  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin, 
Sellersville,  Bucks  Co.,  West  Chester,  Philadelphia,  the 
foundation-stone  of  which  was  laid  in  1852,  and  in  which 
Ven.  Bishop  Neumann,  C.SS.R.,  administered  Confirma- 
tion for  the  first  time.  At  Hillsboro,  Montgomery  Co., 
Suffolk  Co.,  Benziger  Street,  East  Buffalo,  Plainwell  and 
Thomson's  Run,  Allegan  Co.,  Bluff  ton  and  Plymouth  Rock, 
Winmeshick  Co.,  Lock  Haven,  Clinton,  Sarcoxie,  Newton  Co., 
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Jefferstown,  Kentucky,  Union  Town,  Union  Co.,  Barharo 
Co.,  Upper  California  (founded  September  7,  1807),  Bel- 
mont, Franklin  Co.,  Pittsburg  (dedicated  December  15, 
1870,  by  Bishop  Phelan,  only  completed  in  1889),  Avon, 
Livingstone  Co.,  Clifton  Springs,  Ontario,  Fairfield,  Swift 
Co.,  Cape  May  Point,  and  Greensboro.  To  these  we  must 
add  Springfield,  Illinois  (the  corner-stone  of  which  was  laid 
in  1889). 1  Amongst  the  nineteen  bells  of  Saint  Patrick's 
Cathedral,  New  York,  blessed  by  Archbishop  Corrigan  on 
the  Feast  of  the  Assumption,  1897,  is  one  of  Saint  Agnes, 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Fox.  The  Directory  of  1892  gives 
nineteen  new  churches — namely,  at  Leicester,  Mingo,  Gar- 
land, Plattsburg,  Thayer,  Preston  Park,  Louisville,  South 
Ohama,  Oak  Dale,  Forest  City,  Vermillion,  Utica,  Atlantic 
Highlands,  Castleton,  cities  of  Halifax,  Saint  Louis,  and 
Saint  Paul:  finally,  Quinan.  The  five  churches  in  the 
British  provinces  of  America  are  at  Dundee,  Montreal, 
Baic,  Ditchfield,  and  Southampton. 

Large  maps  mark  a  place  called  Saint  Agnes  in  Charle- 
voix, Canada,  and  an  Agnes' s  Well  near  the  River  Siloet,  in 
British  Columbia.  The  academies  conducted  by  different 
nuns  are  at  Mount  Washington,  Baltimore,  originally  a 
Protestant  Female  Seminary,  which  was  put  up  to  auction 
after  the  Civil  War  and  bought  by  the  Sisters  of  Mercy. 
At  the  request  of  a  gentleman  who  was  instrumental  in 
making  the  purchase,  whose  wife  was  named  Agnes,  as 
also  to  secure  the  protection  of  the  Saint  for  the  children, 
the  college  was  called  after  the  Virgin-Martyr.  Then 
Saint  Agnes  in  the  arch-diocese  of  New  Orleans,  Stockton, 
Sackett  Street,  near  Smith  ;  Lock  Haven,  Barrett  Avenue, 
Preston  Park,  Louisville,  Texareana,  Bowis  Co.,  Bermuda, 
New  Orleans,  Bridgeport,  Pittsburg,  and  Johnstown,  an 
Orphan  Asylum  at  Belleville,  Memphis.  This  latter,  a 
Dominican  convent  established  under  the  Episcopate  of 
Bishop  Miles,  Diocese  of  Nashville,  is  probably  called  af>er 
Saint  Agnes  of  Montepulciano.2 

The  parish  schools  are  at  Ashland,  Barrett  Avenue,  Louis- 
ville, Washington  Co.,  Patterson,  New  Jersey,  Pittsburg, 
Bull's  Run,  Avon,  and  several  other  places. 

1  The  "  Church  Progress  and  Weekly  Catholic  World,"  Septem- 
ber 14    1889. 

2  Lives  of  deceased  Bishops  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  U.S.A.,  by 
Richard  H.  Clarke,  Vol.  II.,  p.  149. 


IN  VARIOUS  COUNTRIES  87 

The  convents  are  at  South  Boston,  Louisville  (a  Peniten- 
tiary of  the  Good  Shepherd  Order),  Hollidaysburg,  Blair 
Co.,  P. A.  ;  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota,  Fond-du-lac,  Wisconsin, 
and  Menominee,  Michigan. 

One  hospital  was  in  Baltimore  City.  It  was  built  by 
Mr.  Dougherty,  who,  when  quite  young,  made  a  promise  that, 
should  he  ever  become  rich,  he  would  found  a  house  for  the 
sick  poor  before  erecting  one  for  himself.  This  he  literally 
did.  It  was  begun  in  1863,  its  architect  being  Mr.  Frank 
Baldwin.  It  was  named  after  the  patron  Saint  of  Mr. 
Dougherty's  wife,  who  co-operated  in  all  his  good  works. 
The  second  is  at  Maiden  Choice  Lane,  Carroll,  P.O.,  Mary- 
land. It  succeeded  the  first  mentioned  in  1875.  The 
third  is  in  Broad  and  Mifflin  Street,  Philadelphia.  I  believe 
that  within  the  last  few  years  other  churches  and  institu- 
tions have  arisen  under  her  patronage.  Their  history  can 
be  ^asily  procured  by  those  who  desire  to  investigate  it. 

A  village  and  river  of  California,  and  a  bay  on  the  east 
coast  of  Texas,  bear  the  Saint's  name. 

She  has  a  church  at  Hatsake,  near  Petrieu,  in  theVicariate- 
Apostolic  of  Siam,  China  -,1  and  one  opened  on  Sunday, 
May  15,  1898,  at  Woodstock,  Cape  Colony,  Africa.  Also 
a  school  at  Howra,  Northern  India  ;2  and  in  the  new 
Ursuline  Convent,  Berbica,  South  America. 

AUSTRALIA.v— The  Catholics  who  planted  the  Faith  in 
the  Antipodes  also  carried  with  them  devotion  to  the 
Virgin-Martyr.  She  has  a  church  at  Port  Macquarie, 
New  South  Wales.  It  is  a  wooden  structure  that  replaced 
the  old  guardroom  in  which  the  Catholic  services  were 
long  held.  It  was  begun  in  the  May  of  1872,  under  Father 
James  McGough,  and  completed  in  the  July  of  the  same 
year.  After  various  other  improvements  it  was  solemnly 
blessed  and  opened  by  the  Rev.  James  Hegarty,  C.SS.R., 
on  April,  20,  1883;  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  James  Murray, 
Bishop  of  Maitland,  giving  it  its  name. 

Her  second  church  in  the  same  colony  is  at  Dripstone, 
near  Wellington,  a  brick  building  erected  many  years  ago, 
used  as  a  school  on  week-days,  and  served  once  a  month, 
when  Mass  is  said  there.     It  was  so  named  by  the  Venerable 

1  Madras  Catholic  Directory,  1890,  p.  192. 

2  I.  C.  Missions,  April,  1900,  p.  185. 
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Archdeacon  D'Arcy.  A  third  church  is  at  Marrabel,  South 
Australia;  a  fourth  at  Ballan,  Victoria,  opened  in  1858; 
a  fifth  at  Angledool,  Diocese  of  Wilcannia,  New  South  Wales, 
served  from  Brewarrina ;  and  a  sixth  at  Halswell,  Christ- 
church,  New  Zealand.  Also  a  Convent  of  Mercy  at  Bowen, 
Queensland,  the  church  being  Saint  Mary's.  Through  the 
kindness  of  the  Very  Rev.  S.  Cummings,  V.G.,  the  Rev.  F. 
Byrne,  and  the  Rev.  Mother  of  Bowen  Convent,  I  am  able 
to  give  a  few  facts  about  the  three  last  mentioned.  A 
small  wooden  building,  which  had  been  a  Wesleyan  chapel, 
was  purchased  about  a.d.  1882  by  the  Rev.  Father  Ginnaty, 
S.M.,  then  Rector  of  Christchurch.  His  Reverence  got 
this  enlarged  and  improved,  and  out  of  personal  devo- 
tion blessed  and  dedicated  it  to  the  youthful  Agnes. 
A  new  wooden  church  replaced  the  old  one  about 
a.d.  1898. 

Since  the  above  was  first  written  I  learned  from  Father 
Cummings  that  on  January  21,  Septuagesima  Sunday,  he, 
accompanied  by  the  entire  congregation,  proceeded  pro- 
cessionally  to  a  well  on  the  grounds,  amidst  the  singing  of 
hymns  in  honour  of  the  Saint.  He  then  blessed  the  spring 
with  the  Benedictio  Putei  from  the  Roman  Ritual.  The 
day  was  lovely  and  the  scene  really  picturesque.  After 
this  His  Reverence  discoursed  on  wells  and  their  origin — 
Jacob's  Well,  Sichem's,  Ireland's  Holy  Wells,  England's, 
France's,  Lourdes',  etc.  The  ceremony  gave  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  all  present,  most  of  whom  were  exiled  sons  of 
Erin  and  their  children,  to  whom  it  recalled,  no  doubt,  the 
scenes  of  their  childhood. 

Bowen  Convent  was  founded  from  Rockhampton  on 
January  30,  1888.  It  got  its  title  from  the  then  Rev. 
Mother  of  its  parent  house. 

Agnes's  stone  church  at  Marrabel,  South  Australia, 
capable  of  accommodating  about  200  persons,  and  adorned 
with  a  stained-glass  window  of  the  Saint,  was  built  in  1867 
by  the  Very  Rev.  Dean  Frederick  Byrne,  of  Kapunda,  of 
which  Mission  Marrabel  then  formed  part.  It  was  dedicated 
to  her  through  His  Reverence's  personal  devotion,  mainly 
due  to  the  reading  of  Fabiola. 

Saint  Agnes's  Ladies'  College,  Geelong,  Victoria,  conducted 
by  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  was  so  named  by  the  Most  Rev. 
Dr.  Carr  and  the  Rev.  Father  O'Brien  when  it  was  opened 
in  a.d.  1899. 


IN  VARIOUS  COUNTRIES  89 

EAST. — In  the  Jewish  quarter  of  Jerusalem  she  had  a 
church,  as  we  learn  from  a  Register  (Cartul.,  p.  331),  Furnus 
de  Judaica  ante  portam  S.  Helge,  alius  in  Judaria  retro 
S.  Agnetis.1 

Another  church  stood  at  Constantinople,  rebuilt  by  Basil, 
the  Macedonian,  who  died  a.d.  886. 


De  Vougc,  tglises  de  Palestine,  p.  304. 
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The  Liturgy  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Churches  is  rich 
in  references  to  our  Saint.  In  the  former  her  Festival  is 
kept  three  times  a  year,  and  in  the  latter  twice.  A  com- 
memoration of  her  committal  to  the  house  of  infamy  and 
the  miracles  worked  on  that  occasion  is  made  by  the  Greek 
Menae  on  January  14  in  the  words  :  "  On  the  self -same  day 
the  holy  martyr  Agnes  ends  her  life,  being  by  a  decree 
hurled  into  a  prison  of  darkness."  Then  follows  her  eulogy 
in  two  Iambic  verses,  of  which  this  is  the  translation  : 
"  The  impure  putting  Agnes  (that  is,  pure)  into  a  house  of 
darkness  have  prepared  for  her  a  most  brilliant  habitation." 
Her  trial,  sentence,  and  death  are  mentioned  on  the  21st  ; 
whilst  on  July  5th  we  find  a  third  commemoration  in  the 
Greek  Menology  of  the  Emperor  Basil,  as  well  as  in  the 
Menae.  Here  is  how  it  runs  :  "  The  martyr  of  Christ,  Agnes, 
who  was  adorned  with  virtues  suited  to  her  name,  led  to 
the  Faith  of  Christ  many  impure  women,  who  were  drawn 
from  crime  by  her  admonitions  and  exhortations.  Being 
seized  on  account  of  this  by  the  Prefect  of  the  place,  she  was 
tortured,  and  when  she  refused  to  sacrifice  to  idols  she  was 
ordered  to  the  house  of  infamy,  that  she  might  be  violated 
by  the  unchaste.  But  she,  confiding  in  Christ,  for  Whom 
she  preserved  her  faith  and  chastity,  was  kept  unstained 
and  pure,  protected  by  an  angel  of  God,  who  did  not  allow 
anyone  to  approach  her.  One  amongst  them,  having  the 
boldness  to  draw  near,  suddenly  fell  dead.  The  Prefect, 
hearing  this,  had  her  called  to  him,  and  prayed  her  to 
restore  the  dead  youth  to  life.  Whilst  the  Saint  prayed 
the  youth  forthwith  arose.  But  the  Prefect,  thinking  that 
she  had  done  this  by  magic,  handed  her  over  to  be  burned."1 

1  Menologium  Graecorum  jussu  Basilii  Imperatoris  Graece  olim 
editum,  etc.  Studio  et  opera  Armibal  Card.  Albani  Graecd,  et  Latini 
prolatum.     Urbani,  1727.     Pars  3a,  p.  153. 
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I  may,  in  passing,  mention  that  Agnes's  efforts  on  behalf 
of  the  fallen  members  of  her  own  sex  were  one  of  the  causes 
of  her  imprisonment,  according  to  the  Oriental  tradition. 
This  is  also  stated  in  the  Synaxary  of  the  Syrians,  who  keep 
her  Feast  on  January  21st  only.  The  Greco-Muscovite 
calendars  celebrated  it  on  the  14th,  as  Joseph  S.  Asse- 
mani  proved  beyond  all  doubt.1 

Cardinal  Bartolini  asserts2  that  the  Festival  of  July  5 
was  a  solemnity  in  honour  of  the  translation  of  some  of 
her  relics,  or  of  the  dedication  of  her  church  at  Constanti- 
nople, built  by  the  Empress  Pulcheria  in  honour  of  Saint 
Laurence  and  the  Virgin-Martyr.  Originally  the  Feast  was 
observed  on  September  21st.  But  when  later  on  the  edifice 
was  restored  by  Basil  the  Macedonian,  the  memory  of 
Agnes  began  to  be  celebrated  on  July  5th,  since  the  new 
church  was  chiefly  dedicated  to  her. 

We  turn  now  to  the  Latin  or  Western  Church,  in  which 
we  see  her  honoured  from  the  very  century  of  her  death, 
and  in  that  city  whence  all  authority  for  the  veneration  of 
Saints  originates.3 

All  the  Martyrologies  give  her  two  Festivals — namely,  on 
January  21st,  the  day  of  her  martyrdom  ;  and  on  the  28th, 
the  day  of  her  appearance  to  her  parents.  I  recite  word 
for  word  from  Cardinal  Bartolini,  to  whose  statements  I 
shall  add  a  few  more  from  other  sources. 

The  Bucherian,  which  may  be  called  the  Calendar  of  the 
Roman  Church,  belonging  to  the  fourth  century,  and  which 
also  indicates  the  sacred  meetings  that  were  held  at  the 
tombs  of  the  martyrs  in  the  cemeteries  during  the  persecu- 
tions, says  :  "  XII.  Kal.  Feb.  Agnetis  in  Nomentana."  The 
ancient  Calendar  of  the  Church  of  Carthage,  which  was  an 
exact  observer  of  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  Roman 
Church,  has  "  12  Kal.  Febr.  sanctcB  martyris  Agnes." 

In  the  Calendar  or  Martyrology  of  Saint  Jerome,  Jan- 
uary 21st  is  thus  noted  :  "  12  Kal.  Febr.  Roma  passio  Agnetis 
Virginis  ";  and  the  28th,  "  Romce  nativitas  S.  Agnetis." 

In  the  Calendar  of  Frontone,  January  21st  is  signed, 
"Natale  S.  Agnce  de  passione";  and  the 28th,  "Nat ale  S.  Agna 

1  Joseph  Simeonis  Assemani.  Kalendarii  Ecclesiae  Universae 
T.  VI.,  pp.  73-76. 

2  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §  XVI. 

3  See  Benedict  XIV.  de  Canoniz  SS.  Opera  Omnia,  TL,  pp.  23-24, 
edit.  Remondini  ;  Venetris,  1767. 
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de  nativitate."  In  that  of  the  Church  of  Naples,  illustrated 
by  Mezzocchi,  who  assigns  it  to  between  a.d.  840-850,  we 
read  "  Saint  Agnes"  on  January  28th. 

In  the  Epternach  Martyrology  of  Saint  Jerome,  written 
in  the  eighth  century  by  order  of  Saint  Willibrord,  we  read  : 
"  Natale  ingenuinum  S.  Agnetis."  Venerable  Bede  assigns  to 
January  28th  in  his  Calendar  "  Natale  S.  Agnetis  de  Nativi- 
tate." Rabanus  and  Notker,  interpreting  him,  say  :  "  Natale 
S.  Agnetis  Virginis  genuinum  hoc  est  de  Nativitate" 

Wandebert  sings  of  Agnes  on  January  21st  in  his  metrical 
Calendar  :  "  Bis  sexta  est,  Agnes  quant  Virgo  et  martyr 
honor  at "\  and  on  the  28th  :  "  Quintum  progenies  Roniana 
AgncB  dicat  alm<z."x 

In  Bede's  Martyrologium  Poeticum*we  read,  January  21st : 

"  Bissenas  meritis  mundo  fulgentibus  Agnes" 

The  Martyrologies  of  Ado  (a.d.  858)  and  Usuard  (a.d. 
875)  also  mention  her  double  festivity.  The  Martyrolo- 
gium Gallicanum  of  Saussy  gives  an  account  of  her  on 
January  21st.3  Several  of  the  old  Calendars,  dating  from 
the  tenth  to  the  fifteenth  century,  and  principally  belonging 
to  the  Saxon  Church,  give  her  two  Feast-days.4  Finally, 
the  Roman  Martyrology,  corrected  by  Cardinal  Caesar 
Baronius,  eulogizes  her  on  January  21st,  and  commemorates 
her  a  second  time  on  the  28th. 

In  a  Venetian  Calendar  of  the  eleventh  century,  now 
preserved  in  the  library  of  San  Salvador  at  Bologna, 
January  21st  is  called  a  Festival :  "  Passio  Agnetis  Virginis 
ab  op" — that  is,  festum  ab  operibus  immune.5  Nor  was  this 
the  only  diocese  in  which  she  was  thus  privileged. 

Walter  de  Cantelupe,  Bishop  o^  Worcester,  and  uncle  of 
Saint  Thomas  of  Hereford,  held  a  synod  in  his  cathedral 
church  a.d.  1240,  in  which,  having  decreed  that  the  Feasts 
of  Saints  Margaret,  Lucy,  and  Agatha,  V.V.,  M.M.,  and 
those  of  Saints  Dominic,  Francis,  and  Edmund,  Confessors, 
were  to  be  kept  with  nine  lessons  in  the  churches,  without, 

1  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §  XVI. 

8  Venerable  Bede's  Works,  edit.  Giles,  Vol.  I.,  p.  51. 

3  Martyrologium  Gallicanum,  Lutetiae  Parisiorum,  1637,  p.  58. 

4  See  Hampson's  Kalendarium  Medii  Mvi,  Vol.  I.,  B.  II.,  pp.  488, 
489. 

5  Anecd.  liter,  ex  Ms.  codicib.  erut  T.  II.,  p.  445,  quoted  by 
Armellini.    II  Cimiterio  di  S.  Agnese,  etc.    Parte  I.,  Capo  VIII. 
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however,  interfering  with  the  daily  duties  of  the  Faithful, 
"  Nolumus  tamen  per  hcec  opera  fidelium  impediri,"  he 
added  :  '*  hcec  sunt  ferianda  ah  operibus  mulierum  tanturn  ; 
videlicet  sanctce  Agnetis  Virginis  et  Martyris,"1  thus  making 
it  a  holiday  for  the  women  of  his  diocese.  It  was  the  only 
Saint's  day  which  he  singled  out  in  this  manner. 

The  Gelasian  Sacramentary,  which  was  formed  from  the 
Leonine  and  others  still  older,  contains  two  Masses  for 
Agnes's  solemnities,  with  special  prayers,  which  are  given 
in  full  by  Cardinal  Bartolini.  The  Gregorian  Sacramentary 
has  likewise  two,  but  their  titles  differ  from  those  in  the 
Gelasian.  Instead  of  "  In  natali  S.  Agnetis  Virginis  et  Mar- 
tyris de  Passione"  and  "  In  natali  ejusdetn  de  Nativitate"  they 
bear  respectively  "  Natale  S.  Agnce  "  and  "  Natale  S.  Agnes 
secundo."  The  Collects,  Secrets,  and  Post  Communions  in 
the  Gregorian  Sacramentary,  which  is  over  a  thousand 
years  old,  are  kept  in  the  Roman  Missal  of  the  present  day 
both  on  the  2ist  and  28th.  There  was,  however,  a  special 
preface,  which  is  not  now  used.  It  ran  as  follows  :  ■  It  is 
truly  right  .  .  .  Eternal  God  solemnly  to  call  to  mind  the 
day  consecrated  by  the  martyrdom  of  Blessed  Agnes,  who, 
despising  the  delights  of  earthly  nobility,  merited  a  heavenly 
dignity  ;  who,  contemning  the  desires  of  human  society, 
was  admitted  to  fellowship  with  the  Eternal  King,  and, 
accepting  a  precious  death  by  overcoming  the  frailty  of  her 
sex  in  confessing  Christ,  was  made  at  the  same  time  worthy 
to  be  conformed  to  His  Eternity  and  Glory.  Through 
Whom,"  etc.2 

The  Gothico-Mozarabic  Liturgy,  which  was  rearranged 
and  enlarged  by  Saint  Isidore  of  Seville  in  the  seventh  cen- 
tury for  the  Church  of  Spain,  also  celebrates  her  double 
solemnity  in  its  Sacramentary  on  January  21st  and  28th  ; 
whilst  the  Gallo-Gothic  Missal,  which  was  in  almost  general 
use  through  Gaul  up  to  the  time  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne, 
has  her  Mass  for  the  21st  only. 

Pope  Adrian  I.  desiring  these  rulers  to  introduce  the 
Roman  Liturgy  into  their  dominions,  the  second  festivity 
then  began  to  be  celebrated,  the  Mass  and  Office  for  both 
being  taken  from  the  Gregorian  Sacramentary.3  In  the 
Ambrosian  Liturgy  for  the  Church  of  Milan,  which  dates 

1  Wilkin's  Concilia,  T.  I.,  p.  678  ;  Londini,  Gosling,  a.d.  1737. 

2  S.  Gregorii  Magni  Opera,  T.  X.,  p.  285. 
8  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §  XVI. 
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from  the  fourth  century,  a  Mass  of  Agnes  is  given  on  the 
2ist,  but  no  commemoration  of  hers  is  made  on  the  28th. 

A  warm  discussion  has  arisen  amongst  learned  men  on 
the  object  and  meaning  of  the  second  of  these  festivals. 
That  it  is  not  an  Octave  is  clear  from  the  words  of  Inno- 
cent III.,  though  it  was  celebrated  as  such  in  some  churches. 
This  Pontiff,  explaining  that  the  Creed  is  said  on  the 
Octaves  of  Feasts,  on  account  of  the  Glory  of  the  Resur- 
rection, which  the  Octave  signifies,  is  careful  to  add  :  M  On 
the  Feast  of  Saint  Agnes  for  the  second  time  the  Creed  is 
not  said,  because,  though  the  Feast  is  kept,  it  is  not  the 
Feast  of  an  Octave.  Hence  an  Octave  is  not  inscribed  in 
the  Calendar,  nor  is  mentioned  in  the  Church."1  Let  me 
give  the  conclusion  of  Cardinal  Bartolini's  reasoning  in  His 
Eminence's  own  words  :  "  Having  well  weighed  the  expres- 
sions of  the  Gregorian  Sacramentary,  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  should  be  thus  interpreted  :  J  whom  [Agnes],  being 
advanced  or  transferred  to  a  new  life  by  the  natal  day  of 
the  festivity  [because  the  prolata  also  means  transferred], 
Thou  hast  elevated  to  heavenly  glory.'  The  context  of 
the  secret  in  the  Mass  for  the  same  day  proves  the  truth 
of  this  interpretation,  for  it  runs  thus  :  '  Grata  sint  tibi 
quaesumus,  Domine,  munera  quibus  S.  Agnetis  magnifica 
solemnities  recensetur,  sic  enirn  ab  exordio  sui  usque  ad 
finem  beati  certaminis  extitit  gloriosa,  ut  ejus  nee  initium 
debeamus  prseterire  nee  finem  ';  which  means  that,  as  Agnes 
showed  herself  glorious  from  the  beginning  even  to  the  end 
of  her  blessed  warfare,  thus  neither  its  beginning  nor  its 
end  ought  to  be  passed  over  without  praise.  The  scope  of 
this  solemnity  was  not,  therefore,  directed  to  praise  and 
venerate  her  earthly  nativity,2  but  rather  the  conclusion 
of  her  blessed  combat,  in  the  same  way  that  eight  days 
previously  its  beginning  was  celebrated,  and  what  was  this 
conclusion  but  her  entrance  into  the  glorious  mansion  of 
the  just  and  perpetual  dwelling  therein  ?  I  do  not,  then, 
see  how  we  can  understand  these  words  of  her  earthly 
nativity,  which,  instead  of  uplifting  man  to  immortal  life, 
places  him  in  this  low  region  of  misery  and  tears."3  This 
is  likewise  the  view  held  by  Durandus. 

1  De  Sacro  Altaris  Mysterio,  L.  II.,  C.  1. 

2  Mazzocchi   and   others   maintain   that   her   earthly   birth   was 
honoured  on  this  day.     Unreasonably,  I  think. 

8  Bartolini.  Gli  Atti,  §  XVI. 
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Up  to  the  time  of  Saint  Pius  V.,  who  raised  the  Feast  of 
the  21st  to  the  rank  of  a  double,  both  it  and  the  28th  were 
semi-doubles.  The  latter  is  now  a  simple,  by  order  of  the 
same  Pontiff.1 

Several  other  Missals  which  were  in  use  by  particular 
churches  before  the  general  introduction  of  the  Roman 
Missal  contain  Masses  for  both  her  Festivals.  Such  were 
those  of  Lubeck  (i486),  Langres  (1490),  Hereford  (1502), 
Rouen  (1505),  Avranchcs  (1505),  Toledo  (1512),  Narbonne 
(1528),  Beziers  (1534),  Magdebourg  (1480),  Brixen  (1493), 
Hamburg  (1519),  Drontheim  (1519),  and  Strasburg  (1520). 
The  five  last  mentioned  call  the  28th  an  Octave. 

The  Uzes  (1495)  and  Liege  (1499)  Missals  have  only  her 
first  Festival.  The  Romano-Seraphicum  for  the  use  of  the 
three  Orders  of  Saint  Francis,  whilst  giving  the  21st  as  a 
duplex  minus  for  the  men,  states  that  it  is  a  duplex  majus 
for  the  Order  of  Saint  Clare. 

It  would  serve  no  purpose  to  point  out  the  differences 
between  the  Masses,  all  which,  in  the  main,  agree.  Sequences 
and  Proses  are  found  in  several  of  them.  Many  of  these, 
with  metrical  translations,  were  printed  in  the  Melbourne 
Austral  Light  between  September,  1898,  and  August,  1899, 
as  well  as  in  other  periodicals.  The  Australian  Messenger 
of  the  Sacred  Heart  published  translations  of  other  hymns 
from  January,  1897,  pretty  frequently.  These  were  chiefly 
taken  from  Manuscripts  and  Breviaries,  and  are  given  in 
the  original  by  Mone,  Daniel,  Kehrein,  Gall-Morell,  Milch- 
sack,  and  Father  Guido  Maria  Dreves,  S.J.  ;  also  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  James  Weale  in  his  most  valuable  work,  the  Analecta 
Liturgica. 

After  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Sacrifice,  no  higher 
honour  could  be  paid  to  Agnes  than  that  which  she  shares 
with  a  few  other  Saints — namely,  the  daily  mention  of  her 
name  in  the  Canon  of  the  Mass.  Cardinal  Bona,  on  the 
authority  of  Saint  Aldhelm,  states  that  Saint  Gregory  the 
Great  inserted  it  there.2  But,  as  Cardinal  Bartolini  well 
remarks,  Saint  Aldhelm  is  not  speaking  of  all  the  virgins 
collectively  who  are  mentioned  in  the  Canon,  but  of  those 
only  whom  Gregory  placed  therein.3     This  Pontiff  increased 

1  Gavantus.   Thesaurus  Sacrorum  Rituum   .   .   .   Venetiis     1823 
T.  III.,  Sect.  VII.,  C.  III.,  pp.  260,  261.  ' 

a  Rerum  Liturgicarum,  Ch.  XIV.,  p.  574.     Opera  Omnia 
8  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §  XVI. 
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the  Gelasian  Liturgy,  which  had  descended  in  an  amplified 
form  from  Pope  Leo  the  Great  (440-461)  and  others  anterior 
to  him,  and  called  it  Gregorian  after  his  own  name.  It  is 
very  likely,  then,  that  he  already  found  her  in  both  the 
Leonine  and  Gelasian  Sacramentaries. 

Dom  Prosper  Gueranger1  makes  some  apt  remarks  on 
our  subject  which  it  may  be  well  to  reproduce : 

"  Until  the  time  of  Saint  Gregory  the  Great  they  used 
to  say  Perpetua,  Agnete,  Ccecilia,  but  this  Holy  Pontiff, 
loving  Sicily,  where  he  had  himself  founded  six  monasteries, 
inserted  in  the  Canon  the  names  of  the  two  Sicilian  virgins 
— Agatha,  of  Catania,  and  Lucy,  of  Syracuse.  Out  of  the 
courtesy  due  to  strangers,  he  gave  them  the  precedence  of 
the  two  Roman  virgins,  Agnes  and  Cascilia.  Why,  then, 
does  Agnes  come  in  here  before  Caecilia  ?  She  did  not 
suffer  until  under  Diocletian,  whereas  Cascilia  is  to  be  found 
under  Marcus  Aurelius.  Perhaps  harmony  of  phrase  is  the 
sole  reason  for  this." 

In  the  ninth  century  a  calumny  was  spread  by  Photius 
against  the  Roman  Church.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  on 
Easter  Sunday  a  lamb  was  blessed  and  offered  on  the  altar 
with  the  Body  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  lamb,  indeed,  used  to  be 
blessed  on  that  day,  but  not  offered  on  the  altar.2  This 
pious  rite  had  no  connection  with  a  similar  ceremony 
observed  each  year  in  the  Basilica  fuori  le  mura.  On 
January  21st  two  lambs  are  blessed  after  Mass.  They  are 
then  entrusted  to  the  nuns  of  Saint  Caecilia's  convent.  At 
Eastertide  they  are  shorn,  and  with  their  wool  the  Palliums 
are  formed  for  Archbishops  and  Metropolitans.  Some 
learned  writers  seek  the  origin  of  this  ceremony  in  her  name 
— Agnes — which  in  Latin  means  a  lamb  ;  others,  seemingly 
more  truly,  say  that  it  comes  from  the  lamb  which  the  holy 
child  had  beside  her  when  she  appeared  to  her  parents. 
Cardinal  Bartolini  adopts  this  latter  opinion.  I  shall  give 
his  account  of  the  function,  and  then  add  some  remarks  of 
my  own.  "  By  an  ancient  custom,  the  Lateran  Canons  of 
the  Most  Holy  Saviour  offer  to  the  Lateran  Archbasilica, 
titulo  canonus,  two  white  lambs.  These,  with  feet  tied, 
adorned  with  ribbons,  and  decked  with  flowers,  are  carried 

1  Explanation  of  the  Prayers  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Holy  Mass, 
Gueranger  ;  translated  by  Rev.  Dom  Laurence  Shepherd,  p.  1 79. 

2  Rerum  Liturgicarum  Bona,  L.  II.,  C.  VII.,  §  V.,  p.  539  ;  edit. 
Antvverpiae,  1667. 
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lying  on  cushions  to  the  Nomentan  Basilica  on  January  21st, 
the  sacred  birthday  of  Agnes.  At  the  end  of  solemn  Mass 
they  are  placed  at  the  sides  of  the  high  altar,  where  the 
Father  Abbot  of  the  Canons  Regular,  vested  in  Pontificals, 
blesses  them."1  Here  is  the  Benediction.  The  choir 
having  intoned  and  continued  the  Antiphon,  M  Standing  at 
her  right  hand  a  lamb  whiter  than  snow,  Christ  consecrated  to 
Himself  His  spouse  and  martyr"  which  records  Agnes 's 
apparition  to  her  parents,  and  consequently  the  origin  of 
the  function  through  its  symbolical  significance,  the  Abbot 
then  recites  the  versicle,  "  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord."  To  this  the  singers  answer,  "  Who  made  heaven 
and  earth"  Then  he  recites  this  prayer  over  the  lambs  : 
"  Almighty  and  merciful  God,  Who  through  Thy  servant 
Moses  didst  institute  garments  for  the  priests  who  served 
the  tabernacle,  and  through  Thy  holy  Apostles  didst  pro- 
vide vestments  for  the  priests  and  pontiffs  of  the  Gospel ; 
pour  Thy  holy  ►£  blessing  on  these  lambs  from  whose  fleece 
the  sacred  palliums  for  the  Supreme  Pontiffs,  Patriarchs, 
and  Archbishops  are  to  be  made ;  that  those  who  use  them 
may,  together  with  the  people  committed  to  their  care, 
through  the  intercession  of  the  Blessed  Agnes,  Virgin  and 
Martyr  (over  whose  tomb  we  are  praying),  be  led  to  eternal 
beatitude.  Through  Christ,  our  Lord."  The  usual  prayer 
of  the  Festival  follows  this — namely,  "  O  God,  Who  dost 
choose  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  strong, 
mercifully  grant  that  we  who  keep  the  Feast  of  Blessed 
Agnes,  Virgin  and  Martyr,  may  experience  her  patronage 
with  Thee.     Through,"  etc. 

Finally,  having  sprinkled  the  lambs  with  holy  water  and 
incensed  them,  he  closes  the  solemn  ceremony  with  Pon- 
tifical Benediction.  Afterwards  the  Masters  of  Ceremony 
and  the  Mansionarii  of  the  Lateran  Chapter,  who  have 
received  the  lambs  in  its  name,  and  been  present  at  the 
blessing,  carry  them  covered  with  a  pall  to  the  Supreme 
Pontiff,  who  bestows  the  Apostolic  Blessing,  and  sends  them 
back  to  the  Dean  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Sacred  Rota,  who 
form  the  College  of  Apostolic  Subdeacons.     These  confide 

1  This  Office  always  belongs  to  the  Very  Rev.  Father  Abbot  of 
the  Canons  Regular  J  but  when  the  Nomentan  Basilica  became  a 
Carclinalitial  title,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Titular  Cardinal  Priest. 
If  he,  however,  cannot  perform  the  function  on  that  day,  the  Abbot 
returns  to  the  exercise  of  his  ancient  rite. 
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them  to  a  convent  of  nuns,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Pope, 
that  they  may  be  fed  and  cared  for  most  diligently.  On 
Wednesday  in  Holy  Week  the  lambs  are  shorn,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  arrangement  of  the  Prefect  of  Apostolic  cere- 
monies, the  sacred  palliums  are  formed  from  their  wool 
and  adorned.  When  these  are  made,  they  are  handed  over 
to  the  Canon  Altarist  of  the  Vatican  Basilica,  that  he  may 
safely  guard  them  for  their  solemn  benediction,  which  has 
to  be  conferred  by  the  Pope.  This  is  given  on  the  vigil  of 
Saints  Peter  and  Paul  after  Vespers,  and  they  are  then 
enclosed  in  a  valuable  silver  urn,  which  is  placed  on  the 
tomb  of  Saint  Peter.  They  are  taken  in  succession  from 
that  place  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  consecrate  them  for 
new  metropolitans,  with  the  usual  formula  :  desumptum  de 
Beati  Petri  corpore. 

The  time  when  this  rite  of  blessing  the  lambs  originated 
is  unknown.  All  those  who  speak  of  the  Pallium  and  its 
use  say  that  it  is  most  ancient.  My  opinion  perfectly  agrees 
with  theirs.  I  do  not,  however,  acquiesce  with  those  who 
hold  that  this  ceremony  was  introduced  at  some  period  of 
the  Middle  Ages.  I  even  venture  to  think  that  scarcely 
was  the  Nomentan  Basilica  built  by  Constantine  in  honour 
of  Agnes  than  the  function  was  at  once  exercised.  Indeed, 
though  the  existence  of  the  Pallium  reaches  back  to  the 
dawn  of  Christianity  at  Rome,  as  the  erudite  Monseigneur 
Vespasiani  has  lately  proved  in  a  learned  manner,  still,  the 
oldest  surviving  document  which  shows  its  anterior  exist- 
ence is  its  concession  by  the  holy  Pontiff,  Mark  I.,  to  the 
Bishop  of  Ostia,  when  he  consecrated  the  newly  elected 
Pope.  Mark  I.  died  about  a.d.  336,  after  a  short  Pontifi- 
cate, and  the  building  of  the  Nomentan  Basilica  took  place, 
as  we  saw,  in  a.d.  324.  The  history  of  the  apparition  of 
Agnes  to  her  parents  moved  Constantia  Augusta  to  ask  the 
Saint  to  cure  her,  and  was  also  the  occasion  of  the  Basilica 
being  built  in  her  honour,  and  her  veneration  being  in- 
creased. In  that  apparition  there  was  a  white  and  im- 
maculate lamb  beside  Agnes.  Now,  by  comparing  these 
chronological  notes  and  historical  narratives,  we  can  deduce 
therefrom  that  when  the  Nomentan  Basilica  was  built  the 
blessing  of  lambs  (the  wool  of  which  was  to  serve  for  the 
palliums)  in  honour  of  Agnes  began  to  be  exercised  by 
order  of  Pope  Mark,  because  that  little  lamb  was  united  to 
the  Immaculate  Lamb,  and  had  appeared  to  her  parents 
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in  company  with  Him.  In  this  manner  the  origin  of  the 
blessing  of  the  lambs  would  seem  to  be  connected  with 
that  of  the  Nomentan  Basilica.  If  this  rite  had  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Middle  Ages  we  should  not  have  such  a  penury 
of  documents  concerning  its  existence.  Indeed,  the  very 
obscurity  of  its  origin  leads  me  to  refer  it  to  a  more 
remote  epoch,  where  some  historical  fact  with  which  to 
associate  it  is  found. 

The  blessing  of  the  lambs  has,  however,  undergone 
changes.  Catalanus  says,  on  the  authority  of  Nicholas  de 
Braillon,  that  at  one  time  the  two  white  lambs  were  got 
from  the  Apostolic  Subdeacons,  who  were  five  in  number, 
and  that,  being  placed  on  a  horse  in  two  panniers,  before 
being  brought  to  the  Nomentan  Basilica,  they  were  made 
to  pass  in  front  of  the  residence  of  the  Supreme  Pontiff, 
who  from  a  window  blessed  them  with  the  sign  of  the  Cross. 
Thence  they  were  borne  to  the  said  Basilica,  where  they 
were  placed  and  offered  on  the  altar  at  the  Agnus  Dei  of 
the  Solemn  Mass  by  the  Canons  Regular  of  the  Most  Holy 
Saviour.  Afterwards  they  were  consigned  to  two  Lateran 
Canons,  who  handed  them  over  to  the  Apostolic  Sub- 
deacons.  With  regard  to  the  feeding  of  the  lambs  in  a 
monastery  of  nuns,  we  learn  from  an  ancient  Roman  Ordo, 
published  by  George  Cassander,  that  these  white  and  spot- 
less lambs  were  fed  by  nuns  clothed  in  white  (probably 
Benedictines,  who  sometimes  wore  a  white  habit)  of  the 
monastery  of  Saint  Andrew  in  Biberatica,  which  was  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  Church  of  Saint  Marcellus,  and  that 
on  Low  Sunday,  whilst  the  Agnus  Dei  of  the  Solemn  Mass 
was  being  sung  in  the  Vatican  Basilica,  these  lambs  were 
led  around  the  altar  of  Saint  Peter's  tomb.  This  monastery 
of  Saint  Andrew  must  have  been  in  the  area  now  occupied 
by  the  Odescalchi  Palace,  and,  consequently,  near  Saint 
Marcellus's  Church.  The  duty  of  getting  the  palliums 
woven  and  adorned  with  wool  shorn  from  the  sheep,  which 
now  belongs,  as  I  said,  to  the  Prefect  of  Apostolic  Cere- 
monies, formerly  appertained  to  the  Very  Dean  of  the 
Apostolic  Subdeacons,  who  then  consigned  them  to  the 
Vatican  Canon  Altarist,  and  consequently,  even  in  this 
respect,  the  rite  underwent  a  change.1 

The  lambs  are  eaten,  not  by  the  Pope,  as  is  commonly 

1  Gli  Atti,  §  XVI. 
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believed,  but  by  the  nuns  of  the  convent  where  they  were 
cared.1 

This  beautiful  custom  has  been  ridiculed  by  Thomas 
Kirchmeyer  (Naogeorgus)  in  the  second  edition  of  his 
Regnum  Papisticum,2  and  by  his  worthy  translator,  Barnaby 
Googe,  who  dedicated  his  doggerel  verses  at  their  first 
appearance  in  1570  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  is  also  scoffed 
at  by  J.  Courtney  in  his  Present  State  of  the  Manners,  etc., 
of  France  and  Italy  (London,  1794). 

Whilst  admitting  all  that  Cardinal  Bartolini  says  of  its 
origin,  I  think  that  writers  have  not  paid  sufficient  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  ancient  Romans  had  a  ceremony 
on  April  21st,  the  birthday  of  their  city,  in  honour  of  Pales, 
the  Divinity  of  Flocks  and  Shepherds.3  Though  this 
festival  had  lost  much  of  its  pastoral  character  in  the 
days  of  the  Emperor  Caligula,  some  semblance  of  it  had 
been  kept  up  even  much  later.  The  Church,  as  we  know, 
occasionally  retained  what  was  good  in  some  of  the  pagan 
ceremonies,  whilst  always  rejecting  what  was  bad.  The 
lustral  water  of  the  ancients,  which  we  have  as  holy  water 
from  the  second  century,  is  an  instance  in  point.  Taking 
into  consideration  that  the  pagans  purified  their  sheep  on 
April  2 1st,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  view  that  the 
Roman  custom  of  blessing  the  lambs  on  January  21st,  when 
a  most  innocent  lamb  in  name  was  immolated  to  heathen 
fury,  is  a  Christianized  pagan  ceremony.  The  Church  may 
have  been  urged  to  establish  this  change  all  the  more 
quickly  through  the  vision  in  which  Agnes  was  accom- 
panied by  the  true  "  Lamb  of  God  "  (John  i.  29)  on  the 
eighth  day  after  her  death.  I  throw  out  the  suggestion  in 
hopes  that  some  student  may  make  further  investigations. 

A  few  words  more  on  the  Divine  Office  recited  in  her 
honour.  That  which  is  at  present  used  by  the  secular  and 
regular  clergy  is  found  in  the  Responsorial  and  Antiphonary 
compiled  by  Pope  Gregory  the  Great.4  Gavantus  says 
that  Saint  Pius  V.  added  the  Homily,  and  Clement  VIII. 
ordered  the  lessons  of  the  second  Nocturn,  which  are  taken 
from  Saint  Ambrose,  to  be  read.  He  further  remarks  that, 
on  account  of  her  distinguished  bravery,  the  Psalms  usually 

1  L'Annee  Liturgique  a  Rome.     Montault  ;  Rome,  1870,  p.  18. 

2  Basle,  1559. 

3  Smith's  Dictionary  of  Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities  ;  Art. 
Palilia.  *  Gli  Atti,  §  XVI. 
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said  at  Matins  and  Second  Vespers  for  Virgins  are  not 
recited,  but  rather  those  proper  to  men-martyrs.1  The 
mind  of  the  Church  in  thus  acting  is  to  show  the  more  than 
manly  constancy  of  this  genuine  heroine's  soul,  which  was 
far  above  the  tenderness  of  her  years  and  weakness  of  her 
sex.2 

The  Sacred  Congregation  of  Rites  has  issued  two  decrees 
concerning  this  Office.  One  was  in  answer  to  the  Benedic- 
tine Fathers  of  Einsiedeln,  May  5,  1736,  to  the  effect  that 
since  the  Feast  of  Saint  Meinrad  falls  on  January  21,  Saint 
Agnes  has  to  yield  to  him,  her  Festival  being  transferred  to 
another  fixed  day,  not,  however,  the  28th,  which  must  be 
left  vacant  for  the  Holy  Name  of  Jesus.3 

The  other  was  a  reply  to  the  Very  Rev.  John  Emmanuel 
Bedoya,  who  in  1847  was  Vicar-Capitular  of  the  diocese  of 
Orense,  Spain,  during  the  vacancy  of  that  See.  He  had 
asked  whether  it  was  lawful  to  add  to  the  first  Antiphon  of 
Vespers  and  Lauds  in  the  Office  of  January  21st  the  words, 
"in  sui  custodiam" — to  guard  her;  so  that  the  entire 
Antiphon  would  read  thus  :  "  Agnes  having  entered  the 
place  of  infamy,  found  an  angel  of  the  Lord  prepared  to 
guard  her."  The  answer  stated  that  nothing  was  to  be 
changed  or  particularly  noted,  nil  immutandum  vel  inno- 
tandum^  February  27th,  1847. 

The  Toledo  Breviary,  which  is  supposed  by  some  to  have 
been  arranged  by  Saint  Isidore,  but  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Cardinal  Bartolini,  is  later  than  his  time,  contains  an 
Office  on  January  21st  for  the  Feasts  of  Saints  Agnes  and 
Emerentiana,  Virgins.  Prudentius's  hymn  is  recited  at 
Vespers  and  Lauds,  but  in  the  prayer  both  Saints  are  com- 
memorated. The  blessing  at  Vespers  is  this  :  V  May  Our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Who  preserved  for  Himself  His  virgins, 
Agnes  and  Emerentiana,  in  chaste  purity,  make  us  rich 
with  the  gift  of  chastity.  Amen.  And  may  He  Who 
espoused  them  with  the  ring  of  Faith  unite  us  indissolubly 
to  His  love.  Amen/'5  The  Sarum,  Aberdeen,  and  Pre- 
monstratensians'  Breviaries  have  Offices  almost  similar  to 

1  Thesaurus  Sac  Rituum.     Venetiis,  1823,  T.  III.,  pp.  260,  261. 

2  Bartolini,  ibid. 

%  Decreta  Authentica  S.  C.  R.  Wolfgangi  Miihlbauer.  Monachii, 
1865,  T.  II.,  p.  66. 

4  Manuale  Decretorum  Rit  ;  Cong.  Martinucci  Ratisbonae,  1873, 
p.  439-  5  Gli  Atti,  §  XVI. 
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the  Roman.  Her  Office  held  the  lowest  rank  among  the 
Carthusians.1 

The  sermons  preached  from  the  fourth  century  to  our 
own  days  undoubtedly  form  part  of  the  Liturgical  Venera- 
tion of  the  Martyr-Maiden.  Foremost  among  them  stands 
the  magnificent  Panegyric  of  Saint  Ambrose  (340-397),  in 
his  first  book,  De  Virginibus.  Though  Saint  Augustine  (354- 
430)  has  no  particular  Homily,  he  more  than  once  holds  up 
her  example  in  other  Sermons.  Saint  Maximus,  Bishop 
of  Turin  (died  465),  and  Saint  Gregory  the  Great  (540-604) 
have  preached,  the  former  one,  the  latter  two,  sermons  in 
her  honour.  Saint  Aldhelm  (died  circa  709)  exhorts  those 
to  whom  he  writes  in  praise  of  virginity  to  follow  in  her 
footsteps.  Franciscans  and  Dominicans  vied  with  each 
other  during  the  twelfth  century  in  making  her  better  known 
to  the  people.  Saint  Anthony  of  Padua  (1195-1231)  has 
notes  for  twenty-one  sermons  on  her.2  Blessed  Albert  the 
Great  (1193-1280)  has  two,  very  fully  worked  out.  Saint 
iElred  of  Ridal  (1109-1166)  encourages  his  sister  to  resist 
temptation  as  Saint  Agnes  did.3  The  members  of  both 
Orders  kept  up  this  holy  rivalry  in  the  following  century, 
as  the  two  sermons  of  Saint  Bonaventure  (1221-1274),  one 
of  Francis  Mayro  (died  1325),  the  four  of  Blessed  Jacobus 
de  Voragine  (1230-1298),  two  of  Saint  Thomas  of  Aquin 
(1226-1274),  and  one  of  John  Tauler,  O.P.  (1290-1379), 
prove. 

William  of  Paris  (died  circa  1248)  and  Richard  of  Maid- 
stone, a  Carmelite  (died  1396),  whose  sermons  are  published 
under  the  name  of  Paratus,  as  well  as  under  his  own,  joined 
in  this  harmony  of  praise. 

The  Friars  were  not  less  active  in  the  two  following  cen- 
turies. The  works  of  Saint  Vincent  Ferrer,  O.P.  (1357- 
1419),  and  Oswald  Pelbart,  O.S.F.  (fifteenth  century),  bear 
witness  to  this.  Others  then  joined  them  to  spread  devo- 
tion to  her,  either  in  the  outer  world  or  in  the  cloister. 
Thomas  a  Kempis  (1380-1471)  in  mystic  language  taught 
his  novices  to  venerate  the  Patroness  of  their  monastery, 
and  Denis  the  Carthusian  (died  1471)  did  the  same  for  the 
members  of  his  Order.  ^Egidius  de  Valle  Scholarium  has 
left  us  a  sermon  which  is  in  manuscript  in  the  Bodleian 

1  Ordinarium  Carthusiense,  Lugduni,  1641,  pp.  12,  13. 

2  Op.  Om. ;  Pedeponti  Ratisbonam,  1739,  p.  739. 

8  Ap.  ad  Op.  S.  Augustini,  edit.  Bened  et  Mauri,  T.  I.,  p.  46. 
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Library.  Meffreth  of  Saxony,  the  author  of  a  Homily- 
Repertory,  and  Conrad  of  Paithusa,  a  Cistercian,  whose 
works,  found  after  his  death  in  his  buskins,  are  commonly 
called  "  Socci  Sermons,' '  preached  for  the  people  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  Judocus  Clictovaeus,  Luther's  valiant 
opponent  (died  1543),  and  John  Osorius,  S.J.  (died  1594), 
followed  their  example. 

Amongst  the  French  orators  whose  works  have  been 
published  by  M.  l'Abbe  Migne  we  find  that  Jean  F.  Senault, 
Vincent  Houdry,  Jean  Richard  (l'Avocat),  Charles  de  la 
Rue,  Jean  de  la  Roche,  Jacques  Biroat,  Jean  B.  Massillon, 
Nicolas  C.  J.  Trublet,  Charles  Boileau,  Bernard  Sensaric, 
and  Isaac  Dessauret,  S.J.,  have  exercised  their  eloquence 
in  her  behalf. 

Father  Francis  X.  Hunolt,  S.J.  (died  1746),  praised  her 
in  German  as  a  Mistress  of  Wisdom,  a  Lamb  amongst  Wolves 
and  a  Valiant  Woman — three  sermons  well  worth  reading. 
Her  panegyric  has  been  published  in  English  by  Father 
Henry  Collins,  a  Cistercian,  in  his  Spiritual  Conferences  on 
the  Mysteries  of  Faith  and  the  Religious  Life  (London,  1875). 
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Besides  the  previously  mentioned  authors  whose  sermons 
and  treatises  were  composed  in  Latin,  several  other  prose 
writers  and  poets  have  devoted  their  talents  to  Agnes's 
service  in  that  language.  I  shall  omit  hagiographers  like 
Surius  and  Ruinart,  and  speak  of  those  who  give  her  a 
place  in  their  historical,  devotional,  and  metrical  composi- 
tions. I  shall  introduce  what  I  have  to  say  by  a  quotation 
from  Frederick  Ozanam. 

"  It  was  not  enough,"  says  that  writer,1  "  for  Christian 
women  to  have  taken  possession  of  painting  and  the  art  of 
modelling  for  their  reformation.  She  must  needs  also  enter 
into  poetry,  which,  though  inspired  by  Sappho  and  Alcseus, 
and  reeking  with  the  passions  of  women  of  antiquity,  was 
to  be  purified  by  bathing  in  the  blood  of  virgin-martyrs, 
who  became  the  heroines  and  inspirers  of  Christian  poets. 

"It  is  singularly  touching  in  Christian  poetry  that  the 
first  female  to  inspire  and  evoke  new  sounds  from  it  was  a 
young  girl,  Saint  Agnes,  who  died  a  martyr  at  Rome 
towards  the  end  of  Diocletian's  persecution.  A  kind  of 
predilection  attaches  to  her  as  the  youngest,  the  last-born 
of  the  numerous  family  of  martyrs  ;  all  the  genius  of  con- 
temporary imaginations  clusters  around  her  ;  love,  respect, 
and  enthusiasm  unite  to  form  her  crown."  He  then  goes 
on  to  say  that  no  Saint  was  more  praised  by  the  renowned 
men  of  that  age,  especially  by  the  poets.  He  cites  Saint 
Damasus  and  Prudent ius,  and  thus  concludes,  in  allusion 
to  the  closing  lines  of  the  latter's  hymn  :  "  I  know  not,  yet 
this  seems  to  me  a  poem  which  savours  of  antiquity  ;  only, 
mark,  that  the  road  it  pursues  is  one  which  leads  to  heaven." 

Saint  Ambrose  (340-397)  wrote  a  hymn  as  well  as  a 

1  La  Civilisation  au  Cinquieme  Siecle.       Les  femmes  Chretiennes, 
Paris,  1855.     T-  u->  Pp.  103-106. 
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panegyric  in  her  honour.  After  Mark  Aurelius  Prudentius 
(348-404),  the  prince  of  Christian  poets,  whose  hymn  is 
fairly  well  known,  Saint  Damasus  (died  384)  composed 
some  verses,  already  quoted. 

At  this  period  also  Saint  Jerome  wrote  the  remarkable 
words  given  in  the  Roman  Martyrology  :  "  The  life  of 
Agnes  is  praised  by  the  writings  and  tongues  of  all  nations, 
especially  in  the  churches  ;  for  she  overcame  both  her  age 
and  the  tyrant,  and  consecrated  her  profession  of  chastity 
by  martyrdom."  They  are  found  in  the  first  and  last 
portion  of  his  epistle  to  Demetrias.  Saint  Aldhelm  gives 
fifty  hexameters  to  her  in  his  Praises  of  Virginity,  as  well 
as  the  long  prose  exhortation  already  referred  to.  Vener- 
able Bede  has  a  hymn  in  her  honour  ;  whilst  an  anonymous 
poem  of  the  ninth  or  an  earlier  century,  written  in  bar- 
barous style  and  in  heroic  metre,  is  entirely  devoted  to  her. 
The  manuscript  of  it  formerly  belonged  to  the  monastery 
of  Saint  Germain-des-Pres,  and  is  now  preserved  in  the 
Imperial  Library,  Paris. 

Flodoard,  Canon  of  Rheims  (894-966),  devoted  the  nine- 
teenth chapter  of  his  De  Christi  triumphis  apud  Italiam — 
that  is,  106  lines  of  heroic  measure — to  Agnes.1  Helen 
of  Rossow,  or  Roswitha,  a  Benedictine  nun  of  the  Convent 
of  Gandersheim,  Saxony,  wrote  poems  in  the  tenth  century, 
"  to  replace,"  as  she  says  in  her  preface,  "  the  pagan  pas- 
sions which  dishonour  the  profane  drama  by  the  triumphs 
of  the  Christian  heroines,  the  chaste  spouses  who  are 
admitted  to  the  Nuptials  of  the  Lamb."  Amongst  them 
is  the  "  History  of  the  Passion  of  Saint  Agnes,  V.M.," 
459  hexameter  lines. 

Alphanus,  Archbishop  of  Salerno  (died  1086),  has  sig- 
nalized his  devotion  to  her  by  sixty-eight  of  the  same  kind, 
and  two  Sapphic  Odes.2 

In  the  eleventh  century  Venerable  Hildebert  of  Sens, 
Archbishop  of  Tours,  composed  eleven  cantos  of  elegiac 
verse,  containing  294  lines,  which  end  with  the  account  of 
her  death.  All  these  are  given  in  Cardinal  Bartolini's  work, 
with  the  exception  of  Flodoard's  and  Alphanus's  lines. 
They  may  likewise  be  found,  save  the  anonymous  poem 
of  the  ninth  century,  in  various  volumes  of  Migne's  Patro- 
logia. 

1  Migne,  Patrologia,  T.  135,  pp.  743-748. 

2  Ibid.,  T.  147,  pp.  1 243- 1 245. 
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The  writings  spoken  of  in  the  following  quotation  belong 
to  the  end  of  the  eleventh  and  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth 
century.  They  are  apparently  Latin  compositions.  "  We 
must  not  separate  from  the  monk  John  "  (of  Saint  Ouen's 
Monastery,  Normandy)  another  Religious  of  the  same 
Abbey,  named  Ambrose,  who  used  his  pen  to  celebrate  the 
praises  of  the  illustrious  Virgin  and  Martyr,  Saint  Agnes, 
both  in  prose  and  verse.  This  life  is  found  in  the  manu- 
script which  contains  the  works  of  the  monk  John,  and  is 
written  in  the  same  style.  This  gives  us  reason  to  believe 
that  both  authors  lived  at  the  same  time.1 

I  cannot  here  pass  over  the  tribute  paid  to  her  by  two 
Jesuits,  whose  Latin  epigrams  are  remarkable  for  their 
purity  and  elegance.  The  first  is  Father  Francis  Benci's 
(1542-1594),  with  its  truly  classical  ring  : 

Ad  Effigiem  S.  Hagnae.2 

Ex  illis  verbis  Cantici  Canticorum  v.  10. 
"  Dilectus  meus  candidus  et  rubicundus." 

Castum  casta  Agnum  castae  complectitur  Hagnae 
Dextera,  sed  palmam  laeva  cruenta  tenet. 

Aspice  ut  amplexu  fruitur  pulcherrimus  Agnus 
Virginis,  ut  gaudet  Martyris  esse  sinu. 

Lac  simul  et  cruor  oblectat,  nam  Virginis  atque 
Martyris  est  sponsus  candidus  atque  rubens. 

On  a  Picture  of  St.  Agnes. 

FrorA  the  words :  ",My  Beloved  is  white  and  ruddy."— Cant.  v.  io. 

Chaste  Agnes'  chaste  right  hand  enfolds  the  lamb 
So  chaste  ;  her  blood-stained  left  hand  holds  a  palm. 

See  how  the  lamb  most  fair  enjoys  the  rest, 
In  sweet  embrace,  upon  a  virgin's  breast. 

Both  milk  and  blood  delight  him  thus  displayed 
As  white  and  ruddy  spouse  of  martyr-maid. 

The  second  is  Father  John  Baptist  Mascolo's  encomium 
(a.d.  1583-1656).     It  is  to  this  effect,  in  the  lapidary  style : 

1  Histoire  General  des  Auteurs  Sacres  et  Ecclesiastic ues.  Dom. 
Remy  Ceillier,  T.  XIV.,  p.  187. 

2  Orationes  et  Carmina  F.  Benci,  S.J.  2  vols.  Ingoldstadii, 
1595.     Vol.  II.,  p.  202. 
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Maluit  Agnes  vellere  cruento  esse  quam  aureo. 

Nunquam  pulchrior  sibi  visus  est  pudor 

Quam  cum  in  ejus  insedit  genis, 

Nempe,  divini  sponsi  sanguine  illitis  ; 

Quid  ilia  castius,  cui  lupanar  cessit  in  templum  ? 

Mira  res  !  sedit  in  prostibulo  magistra  pudoris  ; 

Quid  ilia  promptius  ?  adoletur  agna  nondum  adulta  ; 

Imbuit  lacteo  cruore  secespitam. 

Defluere  de  tenui  corpusculo  vincula 

Quippe  libera  mactari  voluit  hostia  ; 

Infulae  non  magis  victimae  insignia  fuere  quam  regni  ; 

Adeo  regium  prae  se  tulit  animum  ; 

Odit  moras,  increpuit  victimarium  agna  balatu, 

Torpentem  dexteram  cunctantis  excussit  ; 

Inter  rubentes  arae  flammas  magis  erubuit  impietas  victa. 

Non  oportuit  abdita  notari  hujus  viscera  victimae, 

Laetane  an  tristia  essent  auspicia  ? 

Patuit  hilaritas,  vel  fronte,  vel  gestu. 

Plus  inventum  est  roboris  in  miti  agna 

Quam  in  ea  gente  cujus  fuit  auctor 

Nutritus  a  fera  lupa. 

Vanae  fuerunt  olim  hostiae  dictae  Prodigae 

Hac  libatum  est,  quae  immolanda  cucurrit  ad  ferrum 

Prodigiosa  constantia,  sui  prodiga  sanguinis.1 

Translation. 
A  bright  red  fleece  Saint  Agnes  chose  to  wear, 
Not  golden  ;  never  modesty  more  fair 
Appeared,  than  when  on  cheeks  'twas  seen  to  rest, 
Tinged  with  the  blood  of  Christ,  her  Bridegroom  best. 
What  maid  more  chaste  ?     Lust's  haunts  her  shrine  became, 
Where  love  of  chastity  her  lips  proclaim. 
What  maid  more  prompt  ?     A  tender  lamb  is  slain  ; 
The  cruel  knife  her  milk-white  blood-streams  stain. 
Dropped  from  her  youthful  limbs  the  chains  ;  for  she 
A  willing  sacrifice  desired  to  be. 
Her  garments  were  a  Kingdom's  signs  no  less 
Than  Victim's  ;  royal  soul  doth  she  possess. 
She  hates  delay  ;  her  bleatings  reprimand 
Priest's  slaves  ;  she  shakes  the  torpid  headsman's  hand. 
Impiety  'midst  flames  must  blush  and  bow, 
No  need  to  search  this  Victim's  entrails  now. 
To  find  if  omens  joyful  be  or  sad  ! 
Joy  lights  her  brow,  appears  in  gestures  glad  ; 
More  strength  of  soul  in  this  Meek  Lamb  was  found 
Than  in  that  Nation  proud,  whose  chief  renowned 
Was  suckled  by  a  fierce  wolf  ;  vain  were  all 
The  ancient  holocausts  called  Prodigal  ; 
One  Prodigal  of  blood,  with  courage  great 
Here  hastes  her  body  pure  to  immolate. 

1  Encomia    Coelitum.  ...   J.    B.    Mascolo.     Venetiis-    17s 3-63. 
Vol.  I.,  p.  43- 
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A  few  more  specimens,  though  of  an  inferior  kind,  may 
be  found  in  other  ecclesiastical  writers.  Thomas  a  Kempis 
has  two  hymns  and  an  acrostic  in  her  honour.  Transla- 
tions of  these  were  published  in  the  Australian  Messenger 
of  the  Sacred  Heart,  1897,  and  in  the  Austral  Light,  October, 
1898. 

We  naturally  expect  Italian  authors  to  be  most  prolific 
in  praise  of  their  countrywoman.  Nor  are  we  disappointed. 
Benedetto  deir  Uva,  a  monk  of  Monte  Cassino,  where  he 
made  his  vows  September  1st,  1563,  has  left  us  a  poem  con- 
taining 105  stanzas  of  eight  lines  each,  called  II  Martirio 
di  5.  Agnese.  My  translation  of  this  poem  in  its  original 
metre  appeared  in  the  Dowry  of  Mary,  Ilkeston,  Derbyshire, 
from  November  15,  1902,  to  March  7,  1903. 

Benedetto  does  not  give  a  correct  idea  of  Agnes,  nor  does 
his  poem  deserve  higher  praise  than  that  it  is  a  second-rate 
composition.1 

The  restorations  of  her  Basilica,  carried  on  by  Paul  V., 
gave  occasion  to  what  Cardinal  Bartolini2  calls  a  rather 
elegant  poem  in  five  cantos,  composed  by  Philip  Scarpelli, 
and  dedicated  to  that  Pontiff,  September  1st,  161 6.  I  have 
never  seen  a  copy  of  it. 

Italy's  famous  lyric  poet,  Gabriel  Chiabrera  (1552-1638), 
has  also  written  ninety-four  lines  in  her  honour.  They  are 
semi-classical  and  semi-religious.3 

Father  Bartholomew  Beverini,  Canon  Regular  of  the 
Lateran,  wrote  in  1666  the  Vita  e  Culto  di  S.  Agnese,  V.M. 
It  is  a  consecutive  narrative,  containing  nothing  but  what 
is  much  more  fully  given  by  the  Saint's  later  biographers. 
A  new  edition  of  this  work  was  published  at  Rome  in  1856 
by  a  Canon  of  the  same  Order. 

Father  Fabius  Ambrose  Spinola,  S.J.  (1593-1671),  has 
composed  a  meditation  rich  in  thought  on  the  Saint.4 

Father  Giosafette  Massari,  C.R.L.,  has  given  to  the 
public  Memorie  delta  gloriosa  vergine  e  martyr e  S.  Agnese, 
Roma,  1776.     I  have  never  come   across   a   copy  of  this 

1  Le  Vergine  prudenti  ;  cioe  il  martirio  di  S.  Agata,  di  S.  Lucia 
di  S.  Agnese,  di  S.  Giustina,  di  S.  Caterina,  M.  Venezia,  1737. 

2  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §XVI. 

8  Delle  Opere  di  Gabriello  Chiabrera.  Venezia,  1730.  T.  III., 
pp.  256-259. 

4  Meditazioni  sopra  la  Vita  di  Gesu,  dal  Padre  Fabio  Ambrosio 
Spinola,  S.J.     Venezia,  1772.     T.  I.,  pp.  439-442. 
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work,  but,  judging  from  extracts,  I  believe  it  to  be  critical 
and  valuable. 

Before  passing  to  the  works  of  authors  in  the  present 
century,  I  shall  give  a  list  of  Mystery  Plays  of  which  Agnes 
is  the  heroine.  I  have  taken  their  names  and  those  of  their 
composers  from  two  editions  of  Leo  Allacci's  Drammaturgia 
— viz.,  Roma,  1666,  and  Venezia,  1775.  The  latter  brings 
the  account  down  to  a.d.  1775. 

1.  '[  S.  Agnese.  Rapresentazione  di  Gioan.  Angelo  Lot- 
tini  dell'  Ordine  de  Servi  (di  Fiorenza)  Firenze,  per  Michel 
Angelo  di  Bartolomeo  Sermatelh,  1591,  8"  ";  and  "  Sera- 
valle  de  Venet,  per  Marco  Claseri,  1606,  in  12*  ";  and  in 
"  Seravalle  di  Venezia,  per  Matteo  Claseri,  1606,  in  12* 
Poesia  di  F.  G.  Angiolo  Lottini  dell'  Ordine  de  Servi  di 
Maria."     These  editions  are  in  verse. 

2.  "  5.  Agnesa.  Tragedia  in  Catania,  1673,  in  8*.  Poesia 
di  Carlo  Mancini  di  Catania." 

3.  "  Agnese  di  Faenza.  Commedia  in  Versi.  Verono, 
per  il.  Villarsi,  1743,  in  8*  di  Giulio  Caesare  Becalli,  Vero- 
nese." 

4.  "  Agnese.  Tragedia  Sacra — in  Palmero  Oppresso  Nic- 
colo  Bua,  e  Michele  Portanova,  1646,  in  I2\  Poesia  di 
F.  Chreubino  Bello,  Siciliano  di  Terranova." 

5.  u  II  martirio  di  S.  Agnese.  Dramma  Spirituale  di 
Bianco  Bianchi,  Nobile  Lucchese,  Accademico  Oseuro,  in 
Lucca,  per  Baltassar  del  Giudice,  1645,  in  I2\"     In  verse. 

6.  **  5.  Agnese.  Tragedia  Spirituale  Benedetto  Cin- 
quanta,  Minora  Osservanti,  fra  Gli  Accamedici  Pacifici 
detto  il  Selvaggio,  Milano,  1653,  in  8'."     In  verse. 

7.  "  Agnese  Trionfante.  Tragicomedia  Spirituale  di  Vag- 
nozzo  Pica ;  in  Macerata  per  Agostino  Grisei,  1640,  in  12*." 
— del  M.  R.  P.  Vagnozzo  Pica  Praeposto  della  Venerab. 
Congregazione  dell'  Oratorio  della  Citta  di  Ripatransona." 
This  is  a  prose  composition. 

8.  "  U Agnese  Vergine  Romana.  Tragedia  Sacra  di 
Aurelio  Amigazzi  da  Bergamo.  Terni  per  Tommaso 
Guerrieri,  1626,  in  I2\"     In  verse. 
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9.  "  Di  Santa  Agnese  Vergine  e  Martire.  Rappresenta- 
tione  in  Siena  alia  Loggia  del  Papa  4-  ;  Poesia  d'incerto 
Autore." 

10.  "  L' Agnese  Vincitrice  delVetd,  di  Natura  e  di  Tiranni. 
Tragedia  Scenica  di  F.  Bernardino  Turamini,  Minore  Osser- 
vante.     Viterbo  per  il  Discepolo,  1629,  in  I2-."     In  verse. 

11.  "  Delia  B.  Agnese.  Rappresentatione  Tragica  di 
Giacomo  Donati  di  Lucca,  in  Ven.  appresso  Gio.  Battista 
Bonifadino,  1612,  in  8*."    This  is  in  prose  and  in  five  acts. 

12.  "  Idolatria  Sprezzata.  Sacro  Trionfo  di  S.  Agnese 
di  Regolo  Partini  in  Bologna  presso  Girolamo  Mascheroni, 
1628,  in  8-." 

13.  "  Di  S.  Agnese  Vergine  e  Martire.  Rappresenta- 
tione in  Firenze,  1558,  4'  ";  in  verse  "  ed  in  Treviso,  per 
Francesco  Righettini,  1662,  in  12* ;  Poesia  d'incerto  Autore. " 
The  first  edition  of  this  last -mentioned  work  is  in  the  British 
Museum.  There  are  also  five  other  editions  of  it — namely, 
Sienna  (?),  1560,  4-  ;  Firenze,  1584,  4*  ;  Firenze,  1588,  8'  ; 
Firenze,  1602,  4*  ;  and  Arvicto,  1608,  4*  ;  in  the  same1 
place.  A  copy  and  translation  of  the  earliest  have  been 
made  by  a  friend. 

The  Abbe  Migne  mentions  an  Italian  Mystery  Play 
called  5.  Agnesa,  printed  by  Sermatelli,  Florence,  a.d. 
1592. *  It  must  be  the  first  named  in  this  list — that, 
namely,  of  1591.  J.  B.  L.  Osmont  speaks  of  a  Rappresen- 
tazione  delta  B.  Agnese.  Tragedia  del  Signor  Jacomo 
Donati,  in  Venezia,  1592,  8\"2  Leo  Allacci  concludes  his 
account  with  the  following  words  :  "  Amongst  the  literary 
men  of  Cefalu,  we  must  remember  Father  Matthew  Anne, 
of  the  Order  of  Preachers.  He  was  a  first-class  poet,  as 
we  know  from  his  printed  works — namely,  .  .  .  etc.  He 
has  also  written  the  Tragedia  di  S.  Agnese. " 

Now  that  theatricals  and  tableaux  vivants  are  so  common 
in  our  convents,  and  that  teachers  are  desirous  of  finding 
fit  subjects  for  representation,  it  is  well  to  know  what  a 

1  Dictionnaire  des  Mysteres.  T.  43,  p.  1560.  Additions  et  cor- 
rections. 

2  Dictionnaire  typographique,  historique  et  critique  des  livres 
rares,  singuliers,  estimds  et  recherches  en  tous  genres.  Paris,  1768. 
T.  I.,  p.  509, 


LITERATURE  III 

valuable  mine  we  have  inherited  from  our  Catholic  an- 
cestors. It  is  hardly  right  to  leave  the  bringing  out  of 
such  religious  scenes  to  those  who  have  never  possessed 
the  true  Faith.  Saint  Agnes  has  been  the  subject  of  one 
such  display  some  years  ago  at  the  hands  of  Protestants.1 
They  can  hardly  enter  into  the  spirit  of  a  similar  piece. 

In  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  there  is  a  Leggenda  di 
S.  Agnese,  p.  120,  degli  Paraphrasi  Poetiche  degl'inni  del 
Breviario  del  V.  Capponi  Firenze,  1818,  8*. 

The  book,  however,  and  masterpiece  amongst  all  others 
is  Gli  Atti  del  Martirio  delta  nobilissime  Vergine  Romana 
S.  Agnese,  da  Monsignore  Domenico  Bartolini,  Roma,  coi 
tipi  della  S.  Congregazione  de  Prop  Fide,  1858.  It  is  a 
large  4to  volume  of  371  pages.  The  author  divides  his 
work  into  two  parts.  In  the  first  he  gives  us  the  different 
sepulchral  slabs  on  which  her  name  occurs.  Then  he  gives 
her  acts  from  the  Western  and  Eastern  Churches  in  their 
original  Latin,  Greek,  and  Syro-Chaldaic,  with  Italian 
translations  made  by  various  persons.  The  martyrologies 
are  likewise  cited.  Having  thus  laid  the  foundations,  His 
Eminence  proceeds  to  comment  on  each  portion  of  the 
acts.  He  investigates  the  time  of  her  martyrdom,  gives 
the  history  of  her  Roman  Churches,  her  liturgical  cultus, 
and  ends  with  an  account  of  her  relics. 

In  the  second  part  he  gives  the  eulogies  of  Saint  Ambrose, 
Prudentius,  and  several  ecclesiastical  prose  and  poetry 
writers  in  her  honour.  He  professes  to  give  citations  from 
all  of  them,  but  he  has  not  done  so.  Still,  his  masterly 
production  deserves  the  highest  praise.  It  will  be,  for 
future  ages,  the  noblest  monument  erected  to  Agnes.  An 
English  translation  of  this  work  exists  in  manuscript.  The 
book  which  would  best  bear  to  be  rendered  into  our  lan- 
guage is,  however,  a  i2mo  volume  of  196  pages,  without 
date  of  publication,  and  dedicated,  like  Cardinal  Barto- 
lini's,  to  Pius  IX.  It  is  entitled  Un  Modello  alle  fanciulle 
Cristiane,  ossia,  Memorie  del  Martirio  e  del  Culto  di  S. 
Agnese,  V.M.,  raccolte  e  tradotte  dai  testi  Latini  da  F Hippo 
Monaci  T.  C.  T.  Gesu,  Bologna.  Institute  Tipograflco  via 
galliera,  483. 2  It  contains  the  Saint's  acts  in  Italian,  the 
history  of  the  translation  of  her  relics,  that  of  her  Basilica 

1  See  Church  Times,  November  20  and  27,  1891. 

2  M.  Ulysse  Chevalier  speaks,  in  his  Repertoire  des  Sources  his- 
toriques,  Paris,  1877,  of  an  edition  published  at  Fermo,  1852. 
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and  Church  at  Rome,  the  sermons  of  Saints  Ambrose, 
Gregory  the  Great,  Maximus  of  Turin,  Jerome,  Augustine, 
and  Ven.  Thomas  a  Kempis.  The  tenth  and  last  chapter 
consists  of  a  Novena,  Hymns,  and  Old  Breviary  Latin 
verses  in  her  honour,  concluded  by  a  few  lines  from  Chia- 
brera.  Thus,  the  book  is  not  quite  so  erudite  as  Cardinal 
Bartolini's,  yet  more  serviceable  to  the  people. 

One  of  the  latest  Italian  works  which  has  appeared  is  a 
history  of  her  cemetery  by  De  Rossi's  distinguished  disciple. 
The  eighth  chapter,  Part  I.,  summarizes  her  life.  The 
volume  gives  useful  hints  concerning  her  family.  This  is 
its  title  :  //  Cimitero  di  S.  Agnese  sulla  Via  Nomentana, 
descritto  e  illustrate)  da  Mariano  Armellini,  Roma,  1880. 

Lastly,  the  Abbot-General  of  the  Canons  Regular,  Dom 
Luigi  Santini,  published  in  1883  the  Vita  di  S.  Agnese 
Vergine  e  Martire,  Roma,  a  second  edition.  It  is  written 
in  the  Italian  style,  and  not  quite  according  to  the  taste  of 
English-speaking  persons.  Yet  it  is  a  useful  book  to  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  young,  for  whom  it  was  written.  Its 
historical  portion  will  gratify  older  readers. 

I  can  only  mention  a  few  Spanish  authors  who  have 
composed  works  on  our  Saint.  The  first  is  Eugenio  Mar- 
tinez, a  Cistercian  monk  of  Horta,  in  Toledo.  He  lived  at 
the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century.  His  poem  of 
twenty  cantos,  eight  lines  being  in  each  stanza,  contains 
1,777  verses.  It  is  entitled  Libro  de  la  Vida  y  Martirio 
de  la  Divin  Vergin  S.  Ines.  Alcala  de  Henares,  en  casa  di 
Kenan  Ramirez,  1592.  A  manuscript  copy  of  the  greater 
portion  of  the  original,  made  at  the  British  Museum,  is  in 
the  possession  of  a  friend. 

A  famous  comedy  in  three  acts,  and  in  verse,  the  joint 
production  of  three  authors,  whose  names  cannot  now  be 
discovered,  was  published  in  the  forty-third  volume  of  the 
Comedias  nuevas  de  los  majores  ingenios  de  Espana  dedicadas 
al  Senor  Francesco  Lopez.  Madrid.  Antonio  Gonzales  de 
Reyes,  a.d.  1652.  It  is  called  El  Cielo  per  los  cabellos 
S.  Ynes  {Heaven  by  a  hair's  breadth  —  Saint  Agnes).  Its 
dramatic  power  is  far  superior  to  that  of  the  Italian  Floren- 
tine Mystery  Play  of  1558.  An  excellent  English  transla- 
tion worthy  of  the  original  has  been  made  by  an  accom- 
plished lady,  and  is  still  in  manuscript.  I  have  also  come 
across  a  beautiful  little  Anacreontic  ode  in  dialogue  form 
between  the  author  and  Agnes  in  the  Romancero  y  Can- 
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doner  a,  collected  by  Don  Justo  de  Sancha,  from  the  best 
Spanish  authors,  and  published  at  Madrid  in  1872.  Its  author 
is  Fray  Damian  de  Vegas,  whose  works  were  published  at 
Toledo  in  1590.  The  Australian  Messenger  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
gave  a  translation  of  it  in  1899.  In  the  year  1869  Pro- 
fessor Karl  Bartsch  published  at  Berlin  a  book  called  Pro- 
venzalisches  Geistliches  Schauspiel  herausgegeben  von  Karl 
Bartsch.  Verlag  von  W.  Weber.  It  was  the  first  printed 
copy  of  a  thirteenth-century  manuscript  in  the  library  of 
Prince  Chigi  at  Rome  written  in  the  Provencal  dialect.  It 
was  afterwards  published  with  a  French  translation  under 
the  following  title  :  Le  Martyr e  de  Ste.  Agnes  en  veille 
langue  Provencale,  texte  revu  par  M.  V Abbe  Sardou.  Nou- 
velle  edition,  par  M.  V Abbe  Raillard.     Nice  et  Paris,  1877. 

About  the  same  time  the  edition  of  Herr  Bartsch  was 
critically  examined,  and  its  defects  pointed  out  by  M.  Leon 
Cledat  in  the  Bibliotheque  des  E coles  Francaises  d'Athenes 
et  de  Rome  publiee  sous  les  auspices  du  Ministere  de  Vin- 
struction  public.  Fascicule  Premier,  pp.  271-283,  Paris,  1877. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  quote  from  another  essay,  written 
two  years  later,  a  few  sentences  which  will  convey  some 
idea  of  this  remarkable  work  :  "  It  is  a  drama,  and  not  a 
mystery — a  drama  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and,  what  is 
more,  a  lyric  drama  with  a  mixture  of  song  and  recitation ; 
a  romantic  drama  in  various  metres,  with  grand  spectacular 
scenes,  with  an  infinity  of  personages,  with  great  changes 
of  scenery,  with  a  dramatic  action  of  vivid  and  sustained 
interest,  and  with  sixteen  musical  scenes  which  consist  of 
choruses  and  concerted  pieces. 

"  This  drama  undoubtedly  belongs  to  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, and  cannot  have  been  the  first.  For  its  author  makes 
his  way  through  well-known  paths.  It  is,  nevertheless, 
one  of  the  first  models  of  theatrical  action  in  which  song 
and  recitation  are  united. 

"  The  text  is  in  Provencal  dialect,  and  the  notes  in  Latin, 
but  let  me  remark  that  words  and  entire  sentences  are  used 
in  certain  passages  which,  being  peculiar  to  fixed  terri- 
tories, lead  one  to  suspect  that  the  author  was  a  native  of 
one  of  the  localities  between  Montpellier,  Narbon,  Rosellon, 
and  Catalonia  ;  consequently  that  he  belonged  to  the 
Spanish  branch  of  Provencal  literature.  Its  metre  varies 
according  to  the  importance  of  the  scenes  from  the  eight - 
syllable  verses  to  the  Alexandrian. 
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"When  the  time  for  singing  came,  the  Latin  note  indicated 
the  tone  to  be  taken.  All  the  airs  belonged  to  popular 
Provencal  songs  and  to  renowned  works  of  the  troubadours, 
of  which  the  note  would  give  the  title  or  first  verse,  as  is 
the  custom  nowadays  in  the  French  operas  and  vaudevilles. 

"  I  have  already  said  that  the  author's  name  is  unknown. 
In  the  original  manuscript  the  first  scenes  are  wanting,  but 
M.  Sardou  has  had  the  good  sense  to  replace  them  from 
the  first  pages  of  the  Latin  account  of  Saint  Agnes  written 
by  Saint  Ambrose,  the  reading  of  which  must  have  given 
great  help  to  the  author. 

"  The  manuscript  bears  the  following  title  in  Latin  : 
Tragedia  D.  Stce  Agnetis  Martyris,  rithmicis  versibus  con- 
scripta,  prised  Occitanid  lingua  cum  notis  musicis  quce  tunc 
in  usu  erant.  Incerto  Auctore.  This  appears,  by  the  hand- 
writing, to  have  been  added  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the 
composition  of  the  drama.  It  retains  the  title  of  Tragedy 
which  was  given  to  it  by  the  author,  and  not  the  name  of 
Mystery. 

"  No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  this  tragedy  was 
written  expressly  to  be  played,  not  in  a  temple,  but  in  a 
public  theatre,  with  grand  spectacular  effects  and  decora- 
tions, dioruses,  guards,  personages,  courtiers,  angels,  and 
devils,  who  appeared  on  horseback,  as  is  seen  by  the  notes." 

Though  it  is  not  a  perfect  work,  it  contains  a  true  know- 
ledge of  the  theatrical  art.  With  a  few  changes,  it  could 
be  turned  into  a  modern  drama  of  spectacular  effect,  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  extracts  which  I  shall  now  give.1  It 
contains  1,116  lines. 

"  In  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  a  popular  Life  of 
Saint  Agnes  was  composed  for  the  French  book-hawkers 
(colportage),  entitled  La  Vie  de  S.  Agnes."2 

Numerous  French  ascetical  writers,  such  as  Pere  Nouet, 
Crasset,  Saint  Jure,  S.J.,  and  Bronchain,  C.SS.R.,  have 
left  us  meditations  on  the  Saint. 

An  octavo  volume  of  102  pages  appeared  at  Paris  and 
Lyons  in  1847  w^h  this  title,  Notice  historique,  liturgique 
et  Archeologique  sur  le  Quite  de  5.  Agnes,  par  M.  V  Abbe 

1  Breves  noticias  acerca  un  drama  lirico  del  Siglio  XIII.  apuntes 
escritos  para  la  Real  Academia  de  la  Historia,  par  D.  Victor  Balaguer. 
Madrid,  1879. 

2  Dictionnaire  des  Legendes  par  M.  le  Comte  de  Douhet.     Migne, 

1855. 
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A .  /.  Martigny.  Both  he  and  Cardinal  Bartolini  have  got 
their  information  from  the  same  sources.  His  Eminence 
never  alludes  to  him,  though  their  words  are  often  similar. 

I  must  state  that  the  name  of  the  Abbe's  book  is  mis- 
leading. He  says  nothing  of  her  veneration  outside  Rome, 
nor  does  he  speak  of  it  at  a  later  date  than  the  fourth  cen- 
tury. 

Perhaps  it  was  in  some  way  to  supply  this  defect  that 
His  Eminence's  work  was  translated  seventeen  years  later 
in  France.  Here  is  its  name  :  Actes  du  Martyr e  de  la  tres 
noble  Vierge  Romaine  Sainte  Agnes  et  du  Martyr e  des  nobles 
Abdon  et  Sennen  par  Mgr.  D.  Bartolini  traduit  de  Vltalien 
avec  Valorisation  de  Vauteur  par  M.  V Abbe  E.  J.  Materne, 
Cure  de  Flosty.  Paris,  1864.  It  is  a  shabby  book,  not 
worthy  of  the  Saint  or  the  Cardinal.  The  translator  does 
not  give  the  original  Latin  in  the  second  part. 

Louis  Veuillot  consecrates  some  beautiful  pages  to  the 
Virgin-Martyr  in  his  Parfums  de  Rome,  Livre  X.,  C.  3. 

In  1879  La  Vie  de  Ste.  Agnes  par  V Abbe  Santini,  Traduite 
par  Lalli,  saw  the  light  at  Paris.  It  is  written  in  exquisite 
French. 

This  is  the  place  to  record  another  document  in  honour 
of  our  Saint.  I  allude  to  a  Breton  hymn  sung  to  the  air 
of  Sacris  Solemniis,  and  entitled  Cantiq  Santez  Agnes 
Patronez  ar  mere  hed  yaouing — that  is,  Canticle  of  Saint 
Agnes,  Patroness  of  Young  Girls.  It  was  published  at 
Morlaix,  perhaps  about  the  year  1830.  The  Austral  Light 
of  April,  1899,  gave  a  metrical  translation  of  this,  in  which 
there  were  two  misprints  on  p.  217 — "  bade  "  for  "  begged," 
and  "  raised  "  for  "  saved  from  death." 

Through  the  courtesy  of  a  Capuchin  Father,  Pere  Celestin, 
of  Morbihan,  I  am  enabled  to  give  a  critical  analysis  of  this 
little  song.  His  Reverence  says  :  "  It  is  called  in  Breton 
guerz.  The  ancient  Bretons  composed  poems  in  honour  of 
the  Saints,  especially  those  of  their  own  country,  instead 
of  trivial  and  often  hurtfu]  songs.  They  took  pleasure  in 
recalling  the  traits  of  the  Saints  in  their  guerz  to  sing  them 
on  the  vigils.  The  Canticle  of  Saint  Agnes  is  written 
according  to  the  rules  prescribed  for  the  guerz.  It  con- 
sists of  three  parts.  The  first  couplet  serves  as  a  prologue. 
It  contains  the  invitation  to  sing  of,  or  listen  to,  the  song 
on  the  Saint,  Clevit  canar  Inez.  This  invitation  is  found 
in  almost  all  songs  of  this  kind.     The  second  part,  or  song 
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properly  so  called,  gives  the  life  of  Saint  Agnes,  and  extends 
from  the  second  to  the  thirtieth  stanza.  The  third  part 
contains  the  moral  which  the  Breton  poets  always  drew  in 
conclusion. 

To  judge  by  the  spelling,  I  think  that  this  song  may  be 
assigned  to  some  time  before  1840.  But  I  cannot  tell  at 
what  epoch  it  was  composed.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  cannot 
date  further  back  than  1750.  I  do  not  know  its  author. 
The  Canticle  is  written  in  the  Leon  dialect,  as  I  have 
already  said,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  This  is  the  most  har- 
monious and  sweetest  of  the  four  used  in  Brittany.  Its 
verses  are,  in  general,  well  rounded,  and  flow  smoothly.  I 
remark,  however,  a  fault  in  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
stanzas — namely,  the  use  of  the  infinitive  dont  de  medita  .  .  . 
dont  da  ober  .  .  .  quitat  he  devotion  after  nouns  in  another 
tense.  My  chief  grievance  against  its  author  is  that  he  has 
often  used  French  words  in  a  Breton  dress.  These  words 
spoil  the  Breton  phrase,  and  take  away  from  some  verses  a 
great  portion  of  their  value.  It  would  take  too  long  to 
quote  them,  but  you  yourself  will  notice  a  few.  The 
spelling  is  not  at  all  that  which  is  in  vogue  at  the  present 
time. 

The  expression  hed  yaouing,  which  occurs  in  the  first  and 
thirty-fourth  stanzas,  means  young  men,  and  indicates  both 
young  men  and  young  girls.  But  the  title  of  the  Canticle 
and  its  moral  seem  to  show  that  the  author  especially  meant 
young  girls.1 

The  Reverend  Father  who  thus  wrote  very  kindly  sent 
me  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  song  written  in  modern  Breton, 
and  accompanied  it  with  this  note  :  "  When  copying  the 
Canticle,  I  followed  the  spelling  which  is  commonly  used 
to-day.  A  good  number  of  expressions  employed  by  the 
author  might  be  advantageously  replaced  by  others  in  purer 
Breton,  without  any  injury  to  the  rhythm.  But  if  this  were 
done  the  original  text  would  be  slightly  disfigured.  Hence 
I  judge  it  best  to  leave  it  just  as  it  is,  contenting  myself  with 
changing  in  the  ninth  and  fifteenth  strophes  two  or  three 
words  which  are  a  little  too  French.2 

Before  passing  from  France,  I  ought  to  mention  an 
excellent  Life  of  the  Saint  in  the  Abbe  Martin's  Les  Vierges 

1  Private  letters,  March  29,  1889.     Penes  me. 

2  Ibid.,  August  6,  1889.      Penes  me. 
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Martyres,  tome  i.     It  gives  a  very  full  account  of  her,  chiefly 
taken  from  Bartolini,  with  notes  on  disputed  points. 

The  most  recent  work  on  her  in  that  language  is  :  Sainte 
Agnes  et  son  siecle  par  Mdlme.  J.  T.  Belloc,  in  which,  accord- 
ing to  a  writer  in  the  Mungret  Annual,  Christmas,  1897,  the 
authoress  makes  a  mistake  when  she  asserts  that  some 
alumnus  of  the  Collegio  Capranica  filled  the  Papal  Chair. 
This  is  an  excellent  study  on  the  influence  of  Christian 
women  in  overthrowing  pagan  civilization,  Saint  Agnes 
standing  out  as  a  prominent  figure  in  accomplishing  the 
work  by  her  purity  and  fortitude. 

Carl  Edward  Wackernagel  prints  a  German  hymn  in 
honour  of  the  Virgin-Martyr,  which  must  be  older  than  the 
seventeenth  century.  A  translation  of  it  appeared  in  the 
Australian  Annals  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  January, 
1899. 

Father  John  Chrysostom  Mitterrutzner  published  the 
Leben  und  Verehrung  der  heiligen  Agnes  at  Innsbruck  in 
1877.  ^  is  onty  a  translation  of  Beverini's  Vita  e  Culto, 
etc.,  with  a  few  notes.  A  duodecimo  volume  of  300  pages, 
by  a  Munster  priest,  made  its  appearance  in  1882,  under 
the  following  title  :  Die  heilige  Agnes,  Jugend  Patronin. 
Ein  Lehr  und  Betbuch  fur  Christliche  Jungfrauen,  von  einem 
Katolischen  Priester  der  Dibzese  Munster.  Donauwarth, 
1882.  It  is  divided  into  four  parts  :  (1)  The  Life  of  Saint 
Agnes  ;  (2)  The  Imitation  of  Saint  Agnes,  subdivided  into 
(a)  Sanctification  of  Youth,  (b)  Dangers  of  Youth,  (c)  Means 
of  Sanctification  for  Youth  ;  (3)  The  Veneration  of  Saint 
Agnes ;  and  (4)  Instructions  and  Prayers  for  Ordinary 
Devotional  Exercises.  It  contains  a  sweet  hymn,  set  to 
music,  in  honour  of  the  Maiden  Saint. 

Dutch  literature  has  also  produced  some  works  in  her 
praise.  The  most  important  is  one  entitled,  Vrouwelick 
Cieraet  van  Sint  Agnes  versmaedt ;  hier  bene  ff  ens  get  bi 
maniere  von  voor-reden  een  Kleed-Bericht  Innehoudende  de 
Middlemaettigheid  nae  de  Welcke  ider  mensch  siln-behoordt 
te  fatconnern,  f  shertogen-Bossche — Bi  Antoni  Scheffer 
Ghesworen  Boeckbrucker  inde  gheboden  Anno  1662,  which 
was  published  anonymously.  Its  author  is  Stalpaert  Van 
der  Wiele  (1579-1630),  parish  priest  of  Saint  Hippolytus' 
Church  at  Delft,  and  Spiritual  Director  of  the  Beguines. 
In  his  work  he  proposes  Saint  Agnes,  to  whom  he  was  most 
devoted,  as  a  model  of  holiness,  chastity,  and  modesty.     He 
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describes  her  despising  female  ornaments,  which  were 
offered  her  by  a  messenger  from  her  pagan  lover.  The 
author,  furthermore,  gives  her  example  of  modesty  in  dress 
for  imitation  by  persons  of  different  stations  in  life.  Hence, 
by  way  of  introduction,  he  describes  the  dresses  of  his  own 
time,  and  insists  on  the  absence  of  extravagance.  Then 
follow  eighteen  songs,  containing  an  immense  amount  of 
spiritual  advice  in  the  form  of  dialogue  between  Agnes  and 
those  who  are  trying  to  make  her  accept  an  earthly  suitor. 
Stalpaert  was  one  of  the  most  melodious  poets  of  this  time, 
and  is  justly  mentioned  with  Hooft  and  Starter  amongst  the 
founders  of  Dutch  popular  poetry  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  His  book  is  rare,  yet  well  known,  and  often  quoted 
in  literary  works.  Another  edition  of  it  appeared  in  1630. 1 
Its  title  in  English  is  Female  Ornaments  Despised  by  Saint 
Agnes.  Besides,  an  advice  is  given  in  form  of  Preface  and 
Garment,  containing  the  moderation,  according  to  which 
everyone  ought  to  fashion  his  garment.  A  t  Bois-le-Duc  printed 
by  Anthony  Scheffer,  swom-bookprinter  in  the  ten  command- 
ments.    In  the  year  1622. 

An  English  manuscript  translation  of  this  work  is  in  my 
possession.  Stalpaert  has  likewise  left  another  hymn  on 
his  patroness,  which  is  not  in  the  above-mentioned  book.2 
He  states  that  Blessed  John  Baptist  Spagnuoli,  commonly 
known  as  Baptista  of  Mantua,  the  Carmelite  General 
(1444-1516),  composed  a  long  poem  in  her  honour,  but  I 
cannot  find  any  proof  of  this  statement  in  the  works  of  the 
latter. 

His  friend  and  contemporary,  Joost  Van  Vondel  (1587- 
1679),  the  "  Dutch  Virgil,"  has  written  a  Song  of  Praise  on 
Saint  Agnes,  to  the  air  of  0  Schoone  Europea,  1654. 3  A 
translation  of  it  appeared  in  the  Austral  Light,  December, 


We  now  come  to  English  and  Scotch  authors  who  have 
devoted  their  talents,  in  part  at  least,  to  her  praise.     The 

1  Biographich  Woordenbock  der  Nederlanden  voortgesetz  Door 
K.  J.  R.  Harderwijck  en  Dr.  G.  D.  J.  Schotel.  Haarlem,  1774. 
Deck  17,  pp.  942-943- 

Het  Leven  en  de  uitgelezen  Dichten  van  J.  S.  van  der  Wiele  van 
Dr.  J.  van  Vloten.     Schiedam,  1865,  pp.  73-76. 

3  Joost  Van  Vondel' s  Meesterstukken  uit  V's  werker  verzameld 
met  levenschels  ven  der  dichter.  Leeuwarden,  Arnheim,  1870, 
PP.  435-437- 
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first  to  be  recorded  is  Robert  of  Gloucester,  an  old  metrical 
chronicler,  of  whom  we  only  know  that  he  was  alive  about 
a.d.  1263.  His  manuscript  of  111  lines  is  in  the  Ashmolean 
Collection,  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  and  thus  begins  : 

"  Seint  Anneis  that  holi  maide  ;  wel  zong  hes  bi  gan 
To  servi  god  almiyti,  to  be  on  cristine  woman." 

Another  copy  in  the  Laud  manuscripts  runs  thus  : 

"  Saint  Anneys  the  holy  maide  ;  wel  zong  she  be-gan 
To  serwin  god  and  oure  leuedy  ;  and  ben  cristin  woman." 

This  latter  contains  170  lines,  and  is  not  quite  so  nice  as 
the  former.  Robert  begins  with  an  account  of  Saint  Agnes 
going  to  school,  and  finishes,  after  relating  Constantia's  cure 
and  baptism,  with  a  short  prayer.  He  says  nothing  about 
Symphronius  deputing  Aspasius,  nor  does  he  speak  of  the 
Basilica  or  of  St.  Emerentiana.  It  ends  abruptly  with 
Saint  Agnes's  death.  This  poem  was  published  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  volume  of  the  Early  English  Text  Society,  London, 
1887. 

In  1871  C.  Hortsmann  published  a  manuscript  from 
Cambridge  University,  which  was  written  by  John  Barbour 
{circa  1316-1396).  In  it  we  find  400  lines  on  Saint  Agnes  in 
the  purest  style  of  the  early  Scottish  language.  It  begins 
in  the  midst  of  her  reply  to  the  young  man,  the  earlier 
portion  being  lost,  and  ends  with  the  story  of  the  priest 
Paulinus. 

Elizabeth  Tanfield  (Lady  Falkland),  who  became  a 
Catholic  about  a.d.  1625,  and  died  in  October,  1639,  wrote 
in  verse,  amongst  other  lives,  that  of  Saint  Agnes  the 
Martyr,1  There  is  nothing,  however,  to  show  that  any  of 
her  verses  remain  either  in  manuscript  or  print. 

The  British  Museum  possesses  a  small  quarto  volume, 
written  on  vellum  by  different  scribes,  and  finished  by 
Thomas  Burgh  at  Cambridge  in  1447.  It  is  in  an  excellent 
state  of  preservation,  consisting  of  prologue,  body  of  the 
poem,  and  epilogue,  and  thus  commences  : 

"  Seynt  Anneys'  lyf  I  me  purpose 
Aftyr  my  kunyng  in  ynglysh  to  wryte, 
As  me  doth  techyn  Seynt  Ambrose, 
Wych  wyth  hey  style  it  doth  endyte. 

*  Life  of  Lady  Falkland,  quarterly  series,  p.  120. 
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Now  blyssyd  uirgin  me  to  vysyte 
Prey  God  with  grace  and  in  swych  wyse, 
That  suffycyently  I  me  aquyte, 
May  my  pmyse  to  accomplyse." 

Having  thus  praised  Saint  Ambrose's  "  high  style,"  the 
author  ends  by  calling  his  Latin  "  uncouth."  This  poem 
was  written  by  Osbern  Bokenam  (a.d.  1393-1447),  an 
Augustinian  Friar  of  the  Convent  of  Stoke  Clare,  Suffolk, 
and  in  the  dialect  of  that  county.  It  was  printed  by 
C.  Horstmann  at  Heilbronn  in  1833,  and  a  second  time,  in 
black  letter,  a.d.  1835,  by  tne  Roxburge  Club,  vol.  lxxx. 
Osbern  says  in  his  Prologue  that  Gower,  Chaucer,  and 
Lydgate  wrote  Lives  of  Saint  Agnes  before  him. 

One  of  the  best  English  lives  which  I  know  of  is  found  in 
Father  Peter  Ribadeneira's  Lives  of  the  Saints,  with  Feasts 
of  the  Year,  according  to  the  Roman  Calendar.  Translated 
into  English  by  W(illiam)  P(etre),  Esquire.  Printed  at 
Saint  Omer's  by  Joachim  Carl  .  .  .  at  the  sign  of  the  name 
of  Jesus,  1669.  It  would  be  worth  reprinting  in  popular 
form  by  the  Catholic  Truth  or  some  kindred  Society. 

The  Life  of  the  Blessed  Saint  Agnes,  Virgin  and  Martyr, 
in  prose  and  verse,  by  L.  Shirling,  London,  printed  by  T.  H. 
for  G.  K.,  1677,  was  composed,  according  to  a  report 
common  at  the  time,  by  Daniel  Pratt.1  He  was  the  son  of 
Daniel  Pratt,  of  London,  and  took  his  degree  of  M.D.  at 
Saint  John's  College,  Oxford,  April  7,  1677.  He  died  in  or 
about  1679.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  Catholic, 
and  his  work  is  written  in  a  very  pompous  style. 

The  last  century  Was,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  sterile  in 
works  on  the  Saint,  but  the  present  one  has  been  prolific. 
Cardinal  Wiseman,  who  knew  her  Office  by  heart,  popu- 
larized her  deeds  in  his  golden  Fabiola.  Mrs.  Ann  Hope 
devoted  some  well- written  pages  to  her  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Early  Martyrs.  The  Three  Pearls :  or,  Virginity  and 
Martyrdom,  by  a  Daughter  of  Charity,  New  York,  1875, 
told  American  maidens  in  well-written  prose  and  a  long 
poem  of  seventy-two  stanzas  (648  lines)  what  a  model  they 
had  in  the  Roman  Virgin.  This  was  either  preceded  or 
f  olio  wed  by  A  Life  of  Saint  Agnes  of  Rome,  translated  from 
the   French.      P.  F.  Cunningham,    Philadelphia  ;  a  badly 

1  Repertoire  des  sources  historiques  du  Moyen  Age.     M.  Ulysse 
Chevalier,  Paris,  1877. 
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printed  book  of  seventy-four  pages,  full  of  typographical 
errors.  A  good  and  full  life  is  contained  in  Little  Lives  of 
Great  Saints,  New  York,  Kennedy,  1887. 

In  1888  Father  Donald  Chisholm,  of  Aberdeen,  gave 
thirty-six  pages  to  her  in  one  of  his  popular  series  ;  and  the 
same  year  Duffy,  of  Dublin,  published  amongst  his  Sacred 
Heart  Papers  (No.  2,  Saint  Agnes,  the  Glory  and  the  Model 
of  Christian  Maidens),  a  useful  and  pious  tribute  from  some 
loving  hand. 

One  of  the  most  recent  publications  in  her  honour  is  The 
Child  of  Mary's  Own  Journal  and  Saint  Agnes' s  Magazine, 
under  the  editorship  of  the  Rev.  Canons  Regular  of  the 
Lateran,  Saint  Monica's  Priory,  Spettisbury,  near  Bland- 
ford,  which  commenced  its  career  in  1894.  They  also 
translated  and  published  Father  Santini's  Life  of  the  Saint 
in  English,  but  with  the  omission  of  several  chapters. 

The  Life  of  Saint  Agnes,  Virgin  and  Martyr,  by  Dom. 
A.  Smith,  C.R.L.,  1906,  is  the  latest  and  best  life  printed  in 
English  until  a  translation  of  Father  Jubaru's,  S.J.,  appear, 
which  it  may  shortly. 

Poetical  talent  has  also  been  displayed  in  her  honour. 
Dr.  Patrick,  Bishop  of  Ely,  gives  a  metrical  translation  of 
a  portion  of  Prudentius's  lines  on  the  Saint  in  his  poems 
upon  Divine  and  Moral  Subjects  (London,  a.d.  1719). 
Aubrey  de  Vere  gives  us  The  Martyrdom}  Father  Rawes, 
O.S.C.,  wrote,  in  1856,  Saints  Agnes  and  Aloysius,  but  I 
know  not  whether  he  ever  published  it.  Father  James 
Christie,  S.J.,  wrote  at  Edinburgh,  in  1859-60,  a  hymn, 
which  is  found  in  Father  Langton  Vere's  Catholic  Hymn 
Book  (London,  1882).  Father  William  Hughes,  S.J.,  tells 
her  history  in  the  Messenger  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  August, 
1869.  Father  Watson,  S.J.,  sings  of  Saint  Agnes  in  Prison 
in  Loretto  Eucalyptus  Blossoms,  Ballarat,  Christmas,  1891  ; 
and  Mary  A.  Downing  does  not  forget  her  in  Voices  from 
the  Heart,  Dublin,  1879.  Whilst  in  the  Catholic  World  of 
December,  1870,  March,  1872,  and  May,  1885,  the  Lamp 
of  June,  1865  and  1876,  effusions,  some  of  great  merit,  will 
be  found.  The  Irish  Monthly  of  January,  1882,  and  the 
Catholic  World  of  June,  1887,  contain  some  exquisite 
sonnets.  The  Westminster  Hymnal,  Father  H.  Formby's 
School  Songs,  and  Lays  of  Saint  Joseph's  Chapel,  No.  6 

1  Poems  by  Aubrey  de  Vere.     London,  1855. 
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(Sheffield,  Pawson  and  Brailsford,  1886),  likewise  contri- 
bute their  share  to  her  praise. 

Though  I  have  seen  a  few  Protestant  hymns  on  the 
Saint,  I  do  not  desire  to  speak  of  these.  However,  I  may 
mention  a  Life  and  Legends  of  the  Glorious  Virgin  and 
Martyr,  Saint  Agnes,  compiled  by  H.  0.  F.,  London,  and 
published  in  1889  ;  for  there  is  nothing  in  this  work  that 
might  not  have  been  written  by  a  Catholic.  The  same  is 
to  be  said  of  Saint  Agnes  :  A  Sacred  Drama  in  Three  Acts, 
by  E.  G.  H.,  London,  1898. 

To  speak  of  the  way  in  which  her  name  has  been  used  in 
fiction  by  prose-writers  and  poets,  some  of  very  question- 
able character,  both  in  English-speaking  and  other  countries, 
would  be  altogether  out  of  place.  Hence  I  turn  to  the 
last  division  of  my  subject — namely,  Art. 


ART 

"  So  ancient  is  the  worship  paid  to  Saint  Agnes,"  says  Mrs. 
Jameson,  "  that  next  to  the  Evangelists  and  Apostles  there 
is  no  Saint  whose  effigy  is  older.  It  is  found  on  ancient 
glass  and  earthenware  vesse]s  used  by  the  Christians  in  the 
early  part  of  the  third  century,  with  her  name  inscribed, 
which  leaves  no  doubt  of  her  identity.  But  neither  in 
these  images  nor  in  the  mosaic  is  the  lamb  introduced, 
which  in  later  times  has  become  her  inseparable  attribute, 
as  the  patroness  of  maidens  and  maidenly  modesty."1 

This  statement  is  confirmed  by  Cardinal  Wiseman,  who 
says  :  M  For  any  other  Saint  that  is  represented  on  these 
cups,  Saints  Peter  and  Paul  is  represented  thirty  or  forty 
times,  in  proportion  to  the  peculiar  veneration  that  was 
paid  to  them  by  Rome,  as  its  Apostles.  They  are  generally 
represented  together,  but  sometimes  one,  sometimes  the 
other,  alone.  After  Saints  Peter  and  Paul  comes,  perhaps, 
Saint  Agnes,  as  having  by  far  the  most  numerous  repre- 
sentations."2 

It  will  not  be  unacceptable,  before  passing  to  modern 
times,  to  cite  what  has  been  said  by  a  competent  judge  of 
these  ancient  effigies.  "  The  Or  ante  of  the  Martyrs,  who 
has  taken  the  place  of  Susanna  in  quite  a  special  way  on 
Christian  monuments,  is  Saint  Agnes.  She  is  joined  with 
Susanna  in  the  fourth  century  to  symbolize  the  Church 
Triumphant.  We  find  her  on  four  glass  bottoms  of  cups, 
with  her  name,  represented  as  an  Orante  like  Susanna,  and 
also  between  two  trees,  which  signify  her  Paradise.  On 
two  other  cemeterial  glasses  her  Paradise  is  pointed  out  by 
two  doves,  which  stand  on  rustic  pedestals,  and  on  one  the 

1  Sacred  and  Legendary  Art,  second  edition.  London,  1850, 
p.  358.     Does  she  not  mean  the  fourth  century  ? 

2  Lecture  on  the  Ornamental  Glass  found  in  the  Catacombs,  de- 
livered in  the  Rotunda,  Dublin,  a.d.  1858. 
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doves  are  turned  towards  Agnes,  each  with  a  crown  in  its 
beak,  typical  of  virginity  and  martyrdom  (Duplex  corona 
est  prcestita  martyri — '  This  martyr  wears  a  twofold  crown  '). 
[See  frontispiece  of  this  book.] 

"  Three  others  display  her  in  a  field  of  grass  or  flowers, 
between  Saints  Peter  and  Paul,  who  introduce  her  into 
Paradise,  like  two  good  shepherds.  These  sometimes  take 
the  place  of  the  two  abominable  tempters  beside  Susanna. 
To  prove  beyond  doubt  that,  like  Susanna,  she  represents 
the  Church,  another  g]ass  contains  her  image  in  a  more 
than  manly  form,  adorned  as  a  queen,  having  Christ  at  her 
right  hand.  He  is  speaking  to  her,  and  reminds  us  of 
Christ  in  the  capella  grceca ;  at  her  left  is  Saint  Laurence, 
Deacon  of  the  Roman  Church,  the  Mother  and  Mistress  of 
all  Churches.  Again,  she  stands  on  a  little  hill,  dressed 
still  more  richly,  her  arms  outspread  in  an  ecstasy  of 
triumph,  having  at  her  sides,  and  in  a  lower  position,  the 
martyrs  Vincent  and  Hippolytus,  who  seem  to  be  the 
children  or  the  clients  of  this  queen.  In  each  case  the 
names  of  the  persons  are  given.  Were  it  not  for  this,  the 
Orante  who  is  called  Agnes  might  more  than  once  be  called 
Susanna.  But  we  do  not  make  a  mistake  in  recognizing 
the  type  of  the  Church  in  her  as  well  as  in  Susanna."1 

This  is  the  place  to  mention  a  slab  of  marble,  divided 
into  three  spaces  or  compartments,  which  was  found  during 
excavations  near  her  Basilica  at  the  beginning  of  1885. 
"  In  the  central  compartment  is  a  fine  figure  of  a  youthful 
female  with  childish  features,  clad  in  a  flowing  dalmatic 
reaching  to  the  feet,  the  arms  outspread  in  the  guise  of  an 
Orante,  the  head  adorned  with  the  species  of  hair-dressing 
which  terminated  at  the  vertex  in  a  bow  or  curl,  occasionally 
made  use  of  by  Roman  maidens,  and  known  as  tutulus. 
The  erudite  Christian  archaeologist,  Professor  Mariano 
Armellini,  at  once  recognized  in  the  youthful  figure  the 
portrait  of  the  renowned  Roman  Virgin  buried  in  that 
Basilica — the  Martyr  Saint  Agnes — and  clearly  proved  the 
slab,  with  the  inscription  of  the  Saint,  to  have  formed 
originally  part  of  the  parapet  encircling  the  primitive  Altar 
of  the  Basilica  erected  during  the  Constantinian  epoch  by 
Constantia,  and  placed  there  in  imitation  of  the  transennce 

1  Revue  cle  l'Art  Chretien  .  .  .  par  l'Abbe  Corblet.  Paris,  1880. 
T.  XIII.  2  serie,  Art.  La  Capella  Grseca  du  Cimetidre  de  Priscille 
par  l'Abbe  V.  Davin. 
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surrounding  the  sepulchres  of  illustrious  persons  in  the 
ancient  Roman  Basilicas,  through  the  orifices  of  which 
these  sepulchres  were  visible,  and  could  be  touched  by 
means  of  brandei.  This,  his  opinion,  is  confirmed  by  an 
inscription  lightly  scratched  on  the  marble  near  the  head 
of  the  Saint,  indented  by  some  devout  hand  of  the  fifth 
century,  and  deciphered  by  Professor  Marucchi  as  "  S.C.A. 
(Sancta)  Agnes.'  This  monument  is  of  the  utmost  value 
as  presenting  the  form  of  the  primitive  Constantinian  Altar, 
rising  above  the  sepulchre  of  the  noble  heroine,  and  is 
almost  unique  of  its  kind,  it  being  exceedingly  rare  thus 
to  find  marble  slabs  of  the  fourth  century  bearing  portraits 
of  the  Saints,  accompanied  by  their  names,"  etc.1 

Mrs.  Jameson's  words,2  which  I  resume  after  this  digres- 
sion, will  tell  us  of  the  most  remarkable  paintings  of  which 
Agnes  is  the  subject.  I  do  not,  of  course,  reproduce  her 
illustrations.  "  She  bears  the  palm  as  martyr,  seldom  the 
book.  I  have  seen  her  holding  a  branch  of  olive,  together 
with  the  palm,  and  sometimes  crowned  with  olive.  As  her 
effigies  are  not  easily  mistaken,  and  abound  in  every  form 
and  in  every  school  of  art,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  few 
celebrated  examples. 

"  I.  She  is  often  looking  down  meekly,  as  in  a  beautiful 
and  rare  engraving  by  Martin  Schoen. 

"  2.  As  Martyr,  she  is  seated,  partly  veiled,  holding  her 
palm  in  the  right  hand,  with  the  other  embracing  her  lamb, 
and  looking  up  with  a  mild,  trusting  faith  ;  the  drapery 
amber  and  violet,  as  in  a  picture  by  Andrea  del  Sarto,  in 
the  Duomo  at  Pisa.  It  is  the  head  of  his  beautiful  but 
worthless  wife,  more  idealized  than  usual.  This  sketch 
will  show  the  attitude,  but  it  is  the  colour  and  expression 
which  render  the  picture  enchanting. 

''3.  As  a  Martyr,  she  presents  her  palm  to  Christ,  as  in 
a  picture  by  Titian  in  the  Louvre. 

"4.  As  a  Patroness  of  Maidenhood,  she  presents  a  Nun 
to  the  Madonna,  as  in  a  lovely  picture  by  Paul  Veronese 
(Venice  Academy). 

1  The  Tablet,  March  14,  1885,  p.  321. 

2  Sacred  and  Legendary  Art,  pp.  358-360. 
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"5.  In  the  Altarpiece  by  Domenichino,  at  Windsor,  she 
stands  leaning  on  a  pedestal,  in  the  likeness  of  a  young  girl 
of  about  twelve  or  thirteen,  magnificently  attired,  and  her 
long  hair  confined  by  a  tiara.  Her  hands  are  joined  in 
supplication,  ye,t  she  looks  up  to  Heaven  as  one  trusting 
and  assured.  #Vt  her  side  an  Angel  caresses  a  lamb  ; 
another  descends  from  above  with  the  palm.  A  splendid 
picture,  well  remembered  by  all  who  have  witnessed  the 
Windsor  Collection,  and  universally  known  by  the  famous 
engraving  of  Strange.  I  do  not  admire  it,  however.  It  is 
not  in  character.  It  is  too  regal,  too  sumptuous,  too 
triumphant,  and  the  portrait -like  head  and  rather  heavy 
figure  deficient  altogether  in  ideal  sanctity  and  elevation. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  it  is  a  portrait  of  the  artist's 
daughter. 

"  Domenichino  professed  an  especial  veneration  for  Saint 
Agnes,  and  was  often  called  upon  to  paint  her.  Besides 
the  single  figure  at  Windsor,  he  painted  for  her  church  at 
Bologna  the  famous  martyrdom,  which  is  now  in  the  gallery 
there.  The  Saint  kneels  upon  the  pile  of  faggots.  The  fire 
has  just  been  extinguished  by  Divine  interposition.  Two 
of  the  executioners  lie  prostrate  on  the  ground  ;  a  third  has 
seized  her  hair,  and,  drawing  back  her  head,  plunges  the 
sword  into  her  bosom.  There  are  several  spectators,  and, 
amongst  them,  the  usual  group  of  the  frightened  women 
and  children.  Above,  the  heavens  open  in  glory,  and 
Christ  delivers  to  an  Angel  the  palm  and  crown,  which  are 
to  recompense  the  Martyr.  This  picture,  which  has  always 
been  reckoned  amongst  the  most  celebrated  productions  of 
the  Bologna  School,  as  a  masterpiece  of  dramatic  arrange- 
ment and  expression,  is  to  me  sovereignly  displeasing.  In 
the  first  place,  there  is  something  not  only  shocking,  but 
positively  unnatural,  in  the  stupid,  brutal  indifference  with 
which  the  executioner  slaughters  the  young  and  beautiful 
Saint.  It  is  a  murder,  and  not  a  martyrdom,  which  we 
see  before  us.  The  women,  who  look  on,  ought  to  fly  or 
hide  their  faces  from  such  a  spectacle.  To  complete  the 
discordant  feeling,  and  in  contrast  with  the  cold-blooded 
horror  of  the  lower  part  of  the  picture,  we  behold  a  chorus 
of  Angels,  piping  and  fiddling  up  in  the  sky,  with  the  most 
unsympathizing  self-complacency. 

"  '  The  Martyrdom  of  Saint  Agnes,'  by  Tintoretto,  in  the 
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Santa  Maria  dell'  Orto  at  Venice,  is  treated  like  a  theatrical 
scene.  There  is  a  flight  of  steps,  on  which  are  a  number 
of  spectators,  and  on  the  summit  is  the  Saint  kneeling, 
attired  in  virgin-white,  and  prepared  to  receive  the  stroke 
of  the  executioner/' 

The  same  subject  by  Joanes  at  Madrid  contains  some 
beautiful  Raphaelesque  heads.  I  know  not  how  the  action 
is  represented. 

With  Saint  Agnes  is  sometimes  introduced  her  friend 
and  foster-sister,  Saint  Emerentiana,  who  was  stoned 
because  she  reproved  the  pagans  for  their  barbarity. 

Other  subjects  from  the  life  of  Saint  Agnes  must  occur 
rarely.  I  remember  but  one — she  restores  the  son  of  Sem- 
pronius  to  life.  The  vision  of  the  glorified  Saint  to  the 
Christian  mourners  appears  to  me  capable  of  the  most 
beautiful  treatment,  but  I  have  not  met  with  one  example. 
It  is  generally  as  the  patron  Saint  of  Innocence  or  as  the 
Virgin-Martyr  that  Saint  Agnes  is  brought  before  us. 

Richardson  describes  the  picture  of  a  young  Saint 
kneeling  and  protected  from  violence  by  the  apparition  of 
an  Angel,  who  fills  the  whole  chamber  with  light.  He  calls 
the  subject  "  Saint  Cecilia,"  but  it  is  evidently  Saint  Agnes. 
He  attributes  it  to  Corregio. 

It  is,  perhaps,  to  a  picture  in  the  Royal  Museum,  Paris, 
that  Mrs.  Jameson  refers  when  speaking  of  the  restoration 
of  Sempronius's  son  ;  for  that  subject  is  there  treated,  as 
well  as  the  Saint's  death.1 

"  Connoisseurs  very  much  admire,"  in  Lucas  Jordan's 
fresco  called  "  The  Triumph  of  Virgin  Purity  "  in  the  great 
Chapel  of  the  Escurial,  the  expression  of  the  efforts  of 
the  holy  virgins  in  moving  the  car.  Saint  Agnes,  animated 
by  the  sight  of  the  Lamb,  labours  at  the  first  wheel,  that 
she  may  fly  to  the  embraces  of  her  delight,"  etc.2 

Fra.  Angelico  has  painted  two  pictures  of  our  Saint — 
one  in  the  Dominican  Convent  at  Fiesole,  another  in  Santa 
Maria,  Novella,  Florence  ;3  whilst  in  his  Tableau,  repre- 
senting the  crowning  of  the  B.V.  Mary,  now  in  the  Louvre, 
there  is  a  beautiful  figure  of  the  same  Saint. 

1  Dictionnaire  de  Biographie  Universelle.     Feller. 

2  A  Description  of  the  Escurial,  translated  from  the  Spanish  by- 
George  Thompson.     London,  1760,  p.  97. 

3  Life  of  Beato  Angelico  da  Fiesole,  translated  from  the  French  of 
E.  Cartier.     London,  1865,  pp.  91  and  175. 


128     THE  VENERATION  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M. 

Besides  Tintoretto's  painting  in  the  Contarini  Chapel, 
Venice  also  boasts  of  some  magnificent  fifteenth-century 
sculpture  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Francesco  della  Vigna. 
The  subjects  of  the  Altarpiece  are  Saints  Jerome,  Michael, 
and  Agnes.1 

Roman  churches  are  plentifully  supplied  with  mosaics 
and  pictures  of  her.  Amongst  them  may  be  mentioned 
Saint  Bibiana's,  the  Chapel  of  Saint  Andrew  in  the  Gesu, 
which  contains  a  work  of  merit  by  Agostino  Ciampelli  ; 
Saint  Praxedes's,  a  painting  by  G.  Severoni ;  Saint  Francis 
a  Ripa,  one  by  Gaspar  Calio  ;  Saint  Catherine's,  on  the 
Quirinal,  another  by  Melchior  Cafa,  of  Malta.  She  has  an 
altar  in  Saint  Caecilia's  Church,  with  a  figure  in  mosaic.  A 
similar  one  is  in  Saint  Mark's. 

Many  Roman  palaces  likewise  are  adorned  with  her 
image.  For  instance,  the  Quirinal,  the  Palazzo  Barberini 
Colonna,  Corsini,  and  Doria  Pamfili.  Her  statue  is  over 
one  of  the  altars  in  Saint  Maria  ad  Martyres.  These  facts 
are  taken  from  various  portions  of  Donovan's  Rome,  Ancient 
and  Modern.  But,  as  some  churches  have  been  profaned 
or  destroyed  since  he  wrote,  perhaps  a  few  pictures  have 
been  mentioned  which  no  longer  exist. 

M.  George  Rohault  de  Fleury  mentions  Italian  works  of 
art  on  the  Saint  in  his  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  as  follows  :  In 
the  Church  of  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi,  a  fresco,  attributed 
to  Giottino  (1356)  ;  in  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  Sienna, 
another  by  Thaddeus  Gaddi ;  a  painting  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
B.V.  Mary,  of  the  Sacro  Speco,  Subiaco  ;  a  fourteenth- 
century  fresco  in  the  Cathedral  of  Orvieto  ;  a  picture 
by  Orgagna  in  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  Pisa  ;  a  group  by 
Nicholas  Traverso,  representing  the  Assumption  of  Saint 
Agnes,  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Mary  del  Carmine,  Genoa  ;  a 
fourtenth-century  statue  in  Saint  Mark's,  Venice  (pp.  174- 
182). 

"  The  Inspiration  of  Saint  Agnes  and  her  Martyrdom,"  by 
Vauchelet,  is  a  fresco  in  Saint  Eustache's  ;  whilst  the  same 
subject  has  been  treated  by  Bohn  in  a  Chapel  of  Saint 
Roch's,  Paris.2 

Of  her  "  Martyrdom  "  in  the  Luxembourg  Museum  a 
critic  says  :  "  Ferrier  has  produced  a  picture  wonderful  in 
conception,  tone,   and  colour."     It  is  in  reality  a  mere 

1  Cook's  Handbook  of  Venice,  p.  42. 

2  Galignani's  New  Paris  Guide. 
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painting  from  the  nude,  the  wonder  of  its  conception  prin- 
cipally consisting  in  its  historical  falsity  ;  for  no  angel  came 
to  assist  her  when  stripped  of  her  clothing.  Ferrier's 
picture  would  make  us  think  that  one  did. 

Two  side  panels  of  a  large  triptych,  with  portraits  of  the 
donors  and  Saints  Vincent  and  Agnes,  are  on  the  organ 
gallery  of  the  Church  of  Saint  Piat,  Tournai.  In  the  north 
Chapel  of  Saint  Cunibert's  Church,  Cologne,  is  a  painting 
of  the  same  Saint,  which  dates  from  the  end  of  the  four- 
teenth century.  And  one  of  the  most  remarkable  paint- 
ings in  the  collection  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Ruhl,  Witsel-Gasse,  is 
the  B.V.  Mary  with  Saints  John  the  Baptist,  Catherine, 
and  Agnes.1 

On  the  left  wing  of  the  triptych  over  the  High  Altar  in 
the  Liebenfrauenkirche,  Oberwesel,  is  a  carving  of  Saint 
Agnes  with  other  Saints.  In  the  north  aisle  of  the  same 
church  there  is  a  curious  picture,  on  a  gold  ground,  of 
the  B.V.  Mary  with  the  Holy  Child,  Saints  John  the 
Baptist,  Laurence,  and  Agnes.  In  the  Church  of  Esselbach, 
Aschaffenburg,  the  third  Altar  has  images  of  Saints  Agnes, 
Margaret,  and  the  Scourging  of  Our  Lord. 

M.  Rohault  de  Fleury  mentions  a  fifteenth-century 
stained-glass  representing  her  at  Metz,  Lorraine.  Van 
Eyck  has  her  at  the  head  of  the  Virgins  (1430)  at  Saint 
Bavon.  She  is  one  of  the  figures  adorning  the  gilt-oak 
tabernacle  of  the  Church  of  Doberen,  Mecklenberg.  She 
is  also  on  the  reredoses  of  the  Churches  of  Warnemunde  and 
Malchin,  as  well  as  of  the  Cathedral  of  Giistrow.  Her 
image  is  found  in  the  Churches  of  Rosberg,  Landsberg, 
Thorn,  Otzenrath,  and  Munich.  Nearly  all  these  reredoses 
or  paintings  date  from  the  fifteenth  century ;  whilst,  in 
the  celebrated  choir-stalls  of  that  period,  that  are  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Ulm,  Wiirtemberg,  she  is  found  sculptured. 
A  mosaic  in  one  of  the  medallions  of  the  arch  of  the  Duomo 
at  Parenzo,  Illyria,  supposed  to  date  from  the  fifth  or  sixth 
century,  contains  her  image,  which  is  likewise  seen  on  a 
very  old  reredos  of  perhaps  the  Royal  Chapel,  Roeskilde, 
Denmark. 

The  National  Archives,  Langres,  Marne,  possesses  a  seal 
of  Claude  de  Givry,  who  became  Cardinal  Titular  of  Saint 
Agnes   in   Agone   in   1533.     The   impression   forms  three 

1  Weale's  Belgian  Guide,  edit.  1859. 
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arcades,  under  which  are  Saint  Agnes  and  two  other  Saints 
(Les  Saints  de  la  Messe). 

She  is  also  depicted  at  the  north  side  of  Saint  Apolli- 
naris's  Church,  Ravenna,1  in  Saint  Patrick's,  Bradford, 
Yorkshire  ;  and  in  Saint  Marie's,  Sheffield.  Under  her  feet, 
in  the  last-named  place,  are  lines  conceived  in  the  old 
Catholic  feeling  : 

"  Saint  Agnes,  pray  that  innocence 
May  be  our  maiden's  pure  defence."2 

Miss  Charlotte  J.  Weeks,  of  Saint  John's  Wood,  had  on 
view  in  the  Grosvenor  Gallery,  a.d.  1889,  a  snow-white 
full-length  figure  of  the  Saint,  with  her  lamb  beside  her, 
both  standing  in  a  field,  backed  by  a  landscape  of  green 
trees.  One  of  the  best  modern  pictures  is  a  half-length 
figure  by  Frederic  de  Rhoden,  Romae,  1883,  of  which  copies 
are  issued  by  Benziger  Brothers,  Einsiedeln. 

Stained-glass  representations  of  the  Saint  are  very 
common.  They  may  be  seen  in  the  south  aisle  of  Cologne 
Cathedral  ;3  in  the  Cathedrals  of  Plymouth  and  Salford ; 
in  her  Church,  Huyton,  Lancashire ;  Saint  Wilfrid's, 
Preston  ;  Saint  Edward's,  Romford  ;  Saint  John's,  Bath  ; 
Saint  Barnabas 's,  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  the  Most  Holy  Trinity, 
Hammersmith  ;  and  other  places. 

A  German  version  of  the  Hortulus  Anirncs,  in  the  Im- 
perial Library,  Vienna,  contains  an  illumination  of  her,4 
which  is  considered  to  be  very  pretty.  No  fewer  than 
twenty  manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum,  dating  from 
the  twelfth  to  the  sixteenth  century,  are  illustrated  in  the 
same  way,  some  of  the  illustrations  being  particularly 
beautiful.5 

Her  statue  is  found  in  the  Cathedral,  Plymouth ;  Saint 
Mary's,  Bradford;  Saints  Mary  and  Denis,  Saint  Mary's 
Church,  near  Torquay ;  Saint  Joseph's,  Gibraltar ;  and  Saint 
Julian's,  Ath,  Belgium.     This  latter  is  a  wooden  carving  of 

1  Sketches  of  Continental  Ecclesiology.  Rev.  Benjamin  Webb. 
London,  1848,  pp.  81,  83,  433. 

2  The  Tablet,  June  16th,  1883,  p.  952. 
8  Weale's  Belgian  Guide,  edit.  1859. 

*  Biographical,  etc.,  Tour  in  France  and  Germany.  T.  F.  Dibdin, 
London,  1821.     Vol.  III.,  p.  468. 

5  Early  Drawings  and  Illuminations.  An  Introduction  to  the 
Study  of  Illustrated  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum.  W.  de  Grey 
Birch  and  H.  Jenner.     London,  1879. 
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about  a.d.  1490.1  A  fifteenth-century  silver-gilt  chalice, 
the  foot  of  which  is  engraved  with  the  Crucifixion,  is  in  the 
sacristy  of  Saint  James's  Church,  Aix-la-Chapelle  ;2  and  a 
fifteenth-century  statuette  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  C. 
Disch,  Cologne.3 

Lastly,  let  me  give,  in  a  translation  from  the  French,  the 
history  of  a  very  remarkable  work  of  art  connected  with 
her  name.  "  Antiquarians,' '  says  the  Revue  de  V  Art 
Chretien?  "  have  been  very  much  engrossed  for  some 
months  past  in  the  study  of  a  golden  goblet,  which  a  rich 
collector,  Baron  Pichon,  bought  from  a  Spanish  priest  in 
October,  1883.  The  proprietorship  of  it  was  claimed  by 
the  Duke  of  Frias,  and  originated  a  lawsuit,  which  has  just 
ended  in  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 

"  In  1604,  James  I.,  the  son  of  Mary  Stuart,  made  some 
rich  and  magnificent  presents  to  Juan  Fernandez  de  Frias 
de  Velasco,  Ambassador  of  Philip  III.,  at  London.  Amongst 
these  gifts  was  a  massive  golden  goblet  of  the  thirteenth  or 
fourteenth  century,  with  a  cover  adorned  with  pearls  and 
emeralds,  on  the  exterior  of  which  the  martyrdom  of  Saint 
Agnes  was  represented,  and,  on  the  interior,  Christ  holding 
a  chalice  in  His  hand. 

"  Juan  Fernandez  had  got  this  Latin  inscription  en- 
graved around  the  foot  :  '  Gazae  Sacrae  in  Anglis  reliquias 
pads  inter  reges  factae  monumentum  cratera  auro  solidum  ; 
Joanni  Velasq ;  Comes  Tab.  indi  B.B.G.  idemi  Christo 
Pacificatori  D.D."  Having  got  this  goblet  consecrated  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Toledo,  May  23,  1610,  the  Spanish  Am- 
bassador made  a  present  of  it,  in  his  turn,  to  the  Chapel  of 
the  Convent  of  Medina  del  Pomar. 

"  In  1883  Baron  Pichon  bought  it  from  a  Spaniard  for 
3,000  francs  as  an  imitation,  but  soon  learned  from  the 
Abbess  of  the  Convent  at  Pomar  that  he  was  undoubtedly 
the  happy  possessor  of  the  most  valuable  holy  pyx  of  Saint 
Clara  Medina." 

The  further  history  of  this  cup  is  given  in  an  article  of  the 
Times,  headed  A  Royal  English  Relic.  It  was  copied  into 
the  Melbourne  Age,  March  19th,  1892  : 

"It  is  not  often  that  a  nation,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly 
three  centuries,  has  the  opportunity  of  buying  back  some 

1  Weale's  Belgian  Guide,  p.  88. 

2  Lib.  cit.,  p.  415.  3  Lib.  cit.,  p.  455. 

4  Tome  IV.,  Nouvelle  Serie.     Janvier,  1886,  p.  141. 
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of  the  treasures  of  its  Royal  House.  Nine  years  ago  a 
Spaniard  appeared  in  Paris,  offering  for  sale  an  enamelled 
gold  cup  and  cover  of  such  remarkable  brilliancy  and  per- 
fection of  workmanship  that  many  of  the  experts  who  saw  it 
declared  it  to  be  modern.  After  many  fruitless  interviews 
the  man  by  chance  visited  Baron  Jerome  Pichon,  a  well- 
known  collector  of  choice  works  of  art. 

"  Even  he  at  first  felt  some  timidity  in  the  matter,  but, 
by  copying  an  inscription  on  the  foot  of  the  cup,  his  great 
knowledge  of  books  led  him  into  the  right  track,  and,  acting 
with  needful  promptitude,  he  bought  the  cup.  The 
inscription  in  question  is  in  Latin,  and  to  the  following 
effect  :  '  The  Constable,  John  Velasco,  returning  from 
England  by  the  favour  of  the  English  King,  gives  to  Christ 
the  Peacemaker  a  cup  of  solid  gold,  a  memorial  of  the  peace 
made  between  the  monarchs  and  a  relic  of  the  sacred 
treasure  of  England.'  In  the  course  of  the  investigation, 
the  Baron  entered  into  relations  with  the  descendants  of  the 
Constable  Velasco  ;  but  the  resulting  production  of  docu- 
ments conclusively  proved  that  the  cup  was  the  identical 
one  given  by  James  I.  to  the  Constable  of  Castile,  who,  in 
turn,  presented  it  in  1610  to  a  Convent  near  Burgos,  and 
recorded  his  pious  act  in  the  inscription  above  mentioned. 

"  The  search  for  mention  of  the  cup  before  James  I.'s 
time  had  now  to  be  prosecuted  in  the  English  Royal 
Inventories,  and  this  met  with  signal  success,  for  it  was 
found  to  occur  twice  in  the  inventories  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  no  less  than  three  times  in  those  of  Henry  VIII.  It  is 
also  probably  the  cup  described  in  a  document  of 
Henry  VI. 's  time,  though  with  some  differences  in  weight 
and  description  that  can  easily  be  accounted  for.  The  cup 
and  cover  in  their  present  condition  weigh  close  upon 
68  ounces  of  fine  gold  ;  the  cover  is  domed,  and  composed  of 
two  plates,  of  which  the  upper  one  is  richly  enamelled  with 
five  scenes  from  the  life  of  Saint  Agnes.  The  finial  orna- 
ment and  a  coronal  of  leaves  and  pearls  are  now  wanting, 
and  fully  account  for  the  difference  between  its  present 
weight  and  the  79  ounces  given  as  the  weight  in  the 
treasurer's  accounts  of  James  I.  Within  the  cover  and  in 
the  centre  of  the  bowl  are  two  medallions,  also  in  enamel. 
The  outside  of  the  somewhat  shallow  bowl  is  enamelled  with 
a  continuation  of  the  history  of  the  Saint.  Having  due 
regard  to  the  several  transformations  it  has  undergone,  it 
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is  by  no  means  improbable  that  this  may  be  the  famous  gold 
hanap  '  esmaille  de  la  vie  de  Sainte  Agnes/  which  appears 
in  the  inventory  of  Charles  V.  of  France,  who  died  in  1380. 

"  A  scheme  has  been  set  on  foot  by  Mr.  Drury  Fortnum, 
a  gentleman  whose  munificent  gift  to  the  University  of 
Oxford  was  recently  recorded.  The  cup  has  been  purchased 
from  Baron  Pichon  by  Messrs.  Wertheimer,  of  Bond  Street, 
for  the  sum  of  £8,000,  and  in  their  hands  Mr.  Fortnum  was 
among  the  first  to  see  it.  The  obvious  propriety  of  retain- 
ing it  in  England,  and,  if  possible,  in  possession  of  the 
nation,  suggested  to  Mr.  Fortnum  the  idea  of  buying  it  by 
subscription  for  the  British  Museum.  This  was  met  by 
Messrs.  Wertheimer  in  the  most  liberal  spirit,  and  they 
generously  offered,  if  the  cup  were  bought  for  the  National 
Collection,  to  forgo  their  profit  on  the  purchase,  and  to 
cede  the  cup  at  the  price  they  had  paid.  Mr.  Fortnum  at 
once  offered  £500  to  head  the  list,  and  the  head  of  the  firm, 
Mr.  Sampson  Wertheimer  (who  has  since,  like  so  many 
others,  fallen  a  victim  to  the  epidemic),  promised  the  same 
amount. 

"  Five  other  subscribers  of  £500  have  come  forward,  and 
the  Treasury,  realizing  the  importance  of  the  acquisition, 
has,  with  commendable  promptitude,  promised  a  grant-in- 
aid  of  £2,000.  There  remains,  therefore,  only  £2,500 — that 
is,  the  contributions  of  five  more  subscribers — to  complete 
the  list.  Mr.  A.  W.  Franks,  C.B.,  of  the  British  Museum, 
himself  one  of  the  subscribers,  has  taken  charge  of  the 
subscription." 
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To  possess  something  belonging  to  a  dear  friend  or  relation 
is  a  craving  of  our  very  nature.  The  mother  will  cut  a  lock 
of  hair  from  the  head  of  her  deceased  child,  wear  it  next  her 
heart,  and  when  no  eye  is  upon  her  will  kiss  it  over  and  over 
again,  and  murmur  tender  words  of  affection.  People 
respect  and  treasure  up  the  autographs  of  distinguished  men 
and  women.  A  nation  venerates  the  remains  or  relics  of 
its  heroes.  In  one  museum  the  sword,  the  rifle,  the  revolver 
of  some  distinguished  general  or  admiral  may  be  found  ;  in 
another  his  military  dress  ;  in  a  third  the  pen,  the  ink- 
bottle,  or  the  handwriting  of  a  literary  man.  In  some 
places  visitors  are  shown  the  favourite  walk,  or  drive,  or 
seat  of  a  renowned  poet,  musician,  or  legislator. 

The  Catholic  Church  seizes  on  this  natural  impulse  or 
instinct,  and  teaches  us  to  religiously  respect  the  relics  of 
her  children  who  are  her  heroes  and  heroines.  By  this 
name  "  relics  "  we  understand  either  what  remains  of  their 
bodies  or  the  objects  which  they  used  and  sanctified  by 
their  touch,  together  with  many  other  things  which  came  in 
contact  with  their  persons,  such  as  the  instruments  by 
which  the  martyrs  were  tortured  or  put  to  death. 

Whether  these  relics  are  worthy  of  honour  is  a  question 
on  which  she,  our  divinely  appointed  Teacher,  cannot  and 
does  not  go  astray.  Indeed,  she  in  this  matter  but  imitates 
God,  Who  keepeth  all  the  bones  of  His  Saints  (Ps.  xxxiii.  21), 
and  often  guards  them  after  death  in  a  manner  contrary  to 
Nature's  laws,  or  works  miracles  through  them  as  He  did 
through  the  bones  of  Eliseus,  whom  "  no  word  could  over- 
come .  .  .  and  after  death  his  body  prophesied  "  (Ecclus. 
xlviii.  14) — that  is,  worked  a  miracle — and  thus  proved  that 
he  had  been  a  real  prophet  sent  by  God.  For  within  a  year 
of  the  Saint's  burial  some  men  happened  to  be  passing  near 
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his  grave,  when  robbers  from  the  country  of  Moab  came  in 
sight.  Through  fear  of  being  attacked  and  perhaps  killed 
by  them,  they  threw  the  corpse  which  they  were  carrying 
into  his  open  tomb,  and  "  when  it  had  touched  the  bones  of 
Eliseus  the  man  came  to  life,  and  stood  upon  his  feet  " 
(4  Kings  xiii.  25.).  In  this  way  God,  by  a  miracle  of  which 
they  were  witnesses,  showed  honour  to  the  relics  of  one  who 
had  been  His  faithful  servant,  and  strengthened  the  faith 
of  the  Jews  in  the  future  resurrection  of  the  body. 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  (v.  15)  relate  that  at  Jerusalem 
the  people  "  brought  forth  the  sick  into  the  streets,  and  laid 
them  on  beds  and  couches,  that  when  Peter  came  his 
shadow  at  least  might  overshadow  any  of  them,  and  they 
might  be  delivered  from  their  infirmities.' ' 

Their  lively  faith  obtained  for  many  of  them  the  favour 
of  a  cure.  The  same  divinely  inspired  book  states  that 
diseases  and  evil  spirits  were  banished  from  those  persons 
at  Ephesus  to  whom  the  handkerchiefs  and  aprons  used  by 
Saint  Paul  in  plying  his  trade  had  been  brought  and  applied. 
"  We  honour  the  relics  of  martyrs  that  we  may  adore 
Him  Whose  martyrs  they  are.  We  honour  the  servants  that 
the  honour  given  to  servants  may  redound  to  the  Lord, 
Who  says  :  '  He  that  receiveth  you  receiveth  Me,'  "  writes 
Saint  Jerome  (Ep.  ad  Riparian,  cix.,  n.  12). 

And  why  not  honour  them,  since  the  bodies  of  the 
Saints  were  once  "  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost  "  (1  Cor. 
vi.  19),  "the  living  members  of  Jesus  Christ"  (1  Cor. 
vi.  15),  the  instruments  of  their  good  works  ?  Their  eyes 
beheld  the  miseries  of  their  neighbours,  or  looked  with  com- 
passion on  the  poor,  the  needy,  and  the  afflicted.  Their 
lips  spoke  words  of  encouragement  or  sympathy.  They 
were  as  "  scarlet  lace,"  and  they  "  dropped  honey."  Their 
ears  listened  to  the  tales  of  distress.  Their  hands  dis- 
pensed charities.  Their  feet  bore  them  on  messages  of 
mercy  corporal  and  spiritual.  Their  bodies  were  employed 
in  the  service  of  that  Master  Who  will  glorify  them  on  the 
last  day. 

The  body  of  Saint  Agnes  was  placed  by  her  parents, 
immediately  after  her  martyrdom,  in  the  grounds  of  their 
small  property  not  far  from  the  city  of  Rome  on  the 
Nomentan  Way,  as  her  acts  state.1 


1  Cap.  III.,  §  XIII. 
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In  the  opinion  of  Signor  Armellini,1  it  was  first  deposited 
on  a  locuhts,  or  shelf,  in  the  wall  of  a  chamber,  not  in  an 
arcosolium,  or  altar-shaped  tomb. 

Constantine  afterwards  erected  a  Basilica  over  it,  without 
in  any  way  disturbing  her  sepulchre,  and  there  it  lay  un- 
touched until  the  days  of  Honorius  I.,  a.d.  625-638,  who, 
according  to  an  ancient  tradition,  separated  her  head  from 
her  body,  and  placed  it  with  the  heads  of  Saints  Peter  and 
Paul  in  the  oratory  or  chapel  called  the  Sancta  Sanctorum, 
which  is  inside  the  upper  landing  of  the  Scala  Santa  at  the 
Lateran  Patriarchal  Basilica.  Some  writers  have  said  that 
this  was  done  by  Honorius  III.,  a.d.  1216-1227,  but  there 
is  no  proof  that  this  last-mentioned  Pontiff  ever  opened  the 
Saint's  tomb. 

The  relics  placed  by  Saint  Gregory  the  Great  in  the 
church  in  the  Suburra  region,  as  already  mentioned,  cannot 
have  been  any  portion  of  her  bones,  as  we  shall  later  see. 
The  Chronicle  of  Lanercost,  which  is  a  general  history  of  the 
affairs  of  England  and  Scotland,  together  with  incidental 
allusions  to  Continental  proceedings  extending  from 
a.d.  1201-1346,  mentions  that  the  incorrupt  body  of 
Saint  Agnes^was  seen  at  Rome  by  a  friar  in  1286,  and 
gives  most  minute  details  of  the  occurrence.  But  as  this 
incident  does  not  harmonize  with  the  fact  that  Honorius  I. 
separated  her  head  from  her  body,  or  that  her  bones  were 
discovered  in  the  seventeenth  century  just  as  they  had  been 
left  in  the  seventh  by  Honorius,  it  must  be  regarded  as 
erroneous. 

On  March  13,  1368,  as  already  stated,  Urban  V.  showed 
for  the  veneration  of  the  faithful  in  the  Lateran  Basilica 
the  head  of  Saints  Peter,  Paul,  and  Agnes.  On  that 
occasion  the  Pope  granted  100  years  and  100  quarantines 
of  indulgence.2 

On  October  7,  1605,  Cardinal  Paul  iEmilius  Sfondrati 
discovered  the  bodies  of  Agnes  and  Emerentiana  laid  quite 
flat  on  marble  slabs  under  the  old  altar  in  her  Basilica,  in 
an  arch  formed  like  a  cell,  and  facing  the  east.  The  bones 
of  each  Saint  were  tolerably  well  preserved  in  their  respec- 
tive places.  Near  the  neck  of  Agnes,  who  was  at  the  right- 
hand  side,  were  pieces  of  clay  covered  with  clotted  blood. 

1  II  Cimitero  di  S.  Agnese^Roma,  1880,  P.  I.,  C.  VI. 

2  Garoschus,  De  Ulmoisca  Veteri  in  itinere  italico  Urbani  V., 
n-  173.  P-  770,  T.  II. 
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In  the  same  place  also  were  corroded  fragments  of  a  thin 
veil,  and  amidst  the  bones  of  Agnes  were  found  scattered 
remnants  of  a  golden  robe,  such  as  was  usually  worn  by 
Roman  ladies  up  to  the  middle  at  least  of  the  third  century. 

Bosio,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  event,  says1  that 
she  was  found  without  a  head.  Honorius  I.  appears  to 
have  removed  also  other  portions  of  her  bones,  which  he 
placed  with  fragments  of  her  skull  and  a  few  teeth  in  special 
custody,  to  be  put  in  the  Constantinian  Basilica  ;  for 
Nicholas  Signorili,  who  wrote  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
mentions  in  the  manuscript  catalogue  of  relics  which  were 
venerated  at  his  time  in  the  Basilicas  of  Rome  some  of  her 
flesh  and  head  and  hair  in  the  Sancta  Sanctorum. 

Severanus  says  the  same.2 

Nicholas  Signorili  also  speaks  of  portions  of  her  head, 
arm,  and  teeth  enclosed  in  a  crystal  shrine  with  silver-gilt 
feet  ;  and  of  other  portions  of  different  coloured  clothing 
which  had  belonged  to  her  in  another  crystal  shrine.  A 
part  of  these  relics  was  profaned  when  Rome  was  pillaged 
by  the  Constable  of  Bourbon  in  the  sixteenth  century.3 
Some  writers  thought  that  all  of  them  had  been  taken 
away,  but  their  mistake  was  made  evident  when,  on  the 
night  of  April  14,  1903,  Father  Florian  Jubaru,  S.J.,4 
authorized  by  a  rescript  of  Leo  XIII.,  opened  the  grates 
of  the  altar  in  the  Sancta  Sanctorum,  and  found  in  a  cypress 
shrine  a  silver  casket,  on  which  was  inscribed  :  "  Honorius 
P.P.  III.  fieri  fecit  pro  capite  beatce  Agnetis." 

Inside  this  was  a  piece  of  parchment,  on  which  was 
written  :  "  Caput  et  Vestimentum  Sanctce  Agnetis."  When 
the  different  portions  of  the  skull  which  was  found  amidst 
bits  of  silk,  and  from  which  a  large  part  of  the  left  side  and 
the  lower  jaw  were  missing,  had  been  put  together  by  Dr. 
Lapponi,  the  physician  of  Leo  XIII.,  he  made  a  medico- 
anatomical  examination  of  it,  with  the  result  that  un- 
doubtedly no  portion  of  it  had  ever  undergone  the  action 

1  Roma  Sotteranea,  T.  III.,  C,  XLVIII.,  p.  415. 

2  De  septem  Ecclesiis,  p.  569. 

3  L'Annee  Liturgique  Rome.  Mgr.  X.  B.  de  Montault,  Rome, 
1870,  pp.  18,  130. 

4  No  correct  life  of  S.  Agnes  can  be  written  until  Father  Jubaru's 
most  learned  and  reverentially  critical  book,  Sainte  Agnes  Vi£rgc 
et  Martyre  de  la  VoieNoment  ane  (Paris,  Doumoulin,  1907),  has  been 
read  and  mastered. 
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of  fire  ;  that  the  peculiarities  of  the  bones  show  with  a 
likelihood  bordering  on  certainty  that  it  is  the  skull  of  a 
well-developed  female.  The  peculiarities  of  the  teeth  prove 
in  a  decisive,  peremptory,  and  incontestable  manner  that 
she  was  not  under  eleven  or  more  than  thirteen  years  old. 

Her  remains  were  placed  by  Paul  V.,  with  those  of  Saint 
Emerentiana,  in  a  rich  urn  on  June  14,  1615,  as  has  been 
mentioned  on  p.  40. 

The  Fathers  of  the  Clerks  Regular  of  the  Mother  of  God 
possessed  some  of  her  relics  in  their  ancient  house  of  Saint 
Mary  in  Portico.  A  certain  prelate,  however,  whose  name 
has  been  suppressed,  took  them  one  day  into  his  hands, 
and  either  purposely  or  accidentally  did  not  restore  them. 
They  were  never  recovered.  But  Father  Pucci  made  this 
loss  more  than  good.  He  got  another  relic  of  the  Saint, 
with  one  of  Saint  Emerentiana  and  Saint  Constantia,  and 
having  placed  them  all  in  a  splendid  Reliquary  about  the 
year  1639,  he  animated  the  members  of  his  Order  to  cele- 
brate the  Feast  of  Saint  Agnes  with  greater  zeal  than  ever 
they  did  before.1 

Some  of  her  relics  are  in  the  High  Altar  of  the  Church  of 
the  Forty  Martyrs  ;2  in  the  Churches  of  Saint  Alexis  on  the 
Aventine,  Saints  John  and  Paul,  Saint  Louis  of  the  French, 
Saint  Mary  in  Trastevere,  Saints  Peter  and  Marcellus — 
bones  ;  Caecelia  in  Trastevere — a  piece  of  the  head  ;  Saint 
Mary  in  Campitelli — dress  and  bones  ;  and  Saint  Peter  in 
Vincoli — part  of  the  arm  in  a  wooden  arm,  and  of  the 
linger  in  a  golden  finger.3 

Before  passing  from  Italy  to  trace  the  further  history  of 
Saint  Agnes's  relics,  it  may  be  well  to  mention  different 
places  in  that  country  where  they  may  be  seen,  or  where 
they  had  been  at  one  time  honoured. 

Relics  are  at  Albano  and  Frascati.  They  used  to  be  in 
the  Church  of  Saint  Sylvester,  Velletri,  a.d.  1085.  A  rib, 
a  tooth,  and  some  blood  were  given  to  her  Church  at  Ceci, 
Umbria,  by  Cardinal  Sfondrati,  a.d.  161 1.* 

Sicily. — Her  relics  were  venerated  in  the  Cathedrals  of 
Syracuse  and  Chieti.5 

1  Memoire  de  Religiosi  per  pieta  .  .  .  insigni  della  Cong,  delea. 
Madre  di  Dio  Carol.  Ant.  Erra,  Roma,  1759,  T.  I.,  p.  121, 

2  Acta  SS.  Boll.  XLIIL,  p.  757. 

3  L'Annee  Liturgique,  Montault. 

4  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  pp.  175,  176. 

5  Ibid.,  p.  178. 


THE  RELICS  OF  SAINT  AGNES,  V.M.        139 

Naples. — Some  relics  were  kept  in  the  Churches  of  Saint 
Mary  Magdalene,  Saints  Gaudiosus,  Catherine  of  Sienna, 
Martin,  and  Louis.  A  shoulder-bone  and  some  hair  were 
in  Saint  Patricia's. 

In  Saint  Lorenzo's,  Florence,  there  was  a  bone  ;  at 
Piacenza  a  relic  brought  thither  by  Father  Baccarini ;  and 
in  the  treasury  of  Saint  Mark's,  Venice,  there  was  one  of 
her  teeth.1 

An  oblong  slab  of  Palombino  marble,  three  palms  long 
and  one  palm  and  a  half  high,  bearing  the  inscription, 
"  Agne  Sanctissinia,"  which  was  evidently  once  used  to 
close  the  mouth  of  a  to  cuius,  may  be  seen  in  the  Room  of 
Inscriptions,  National  Museum,  No.  1,883.  The  Registers 
of  the  Museum  prove  that  it  came  from  Rome.  At  the  end 
of  the  eighteenth  century  it  found  its  way  into  the  cele- 
brated Museum  of  Cardinal  Stephen  Borgia,  after  whose 
death  the  contents  of  the  Museum  were  divided  between 
the  National  Museum,  Naples,  and  that  of  the  Propaganda, 
Rome,  a  small  part  only  remaining  at  Villetri.  The  form 
of  its  letters,  especially  the  c  and  g,  is  peculiar  to,  and 
characteristic  of,  the  cemetery  of  Saint  Agnes.  The  use  of 
the  word  r<  Sanctissitna  "  after  "  Agne  "  in  the  inscription 
— a  word  which  points  out  religious  honour  paid  to  the 
deceased,  and  which  is  more  than  a  word  of  praise  ;  a  word 
also  used  by  the  compiler  of  Saint  Agnes's  acts,  Diem 
festum  Sanctissimce  Virginis  celebremus — leads  us  to  the 
almost  certain  conclusion  that  this  is  the  original  slab 
which  covered  the  body  of  Saint  Agnes  when  she  was 
placed  in  her  tomb.2 

Constantinople  was  the  first  city  to  receive  relics  of 
Saint  Agnes  from  Rome  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Marcian 
and  the  Empress  Saint  Pulcheria,  who  died  a.d.  453 ;  so 
Nicephorus  and  Theodore  Lector  state.  The  same  fact  is 
mentioned  by  Anthony  Vincent  Domenec3  on  their 
authority,  and  is  admitted  by  all  writers  on  the  subject. 
The  Bollandists,  however,  say  that  there  is  much  in  his 
account  about  which  the  inquiring  reader  may  reasonably 
have  his  suspicions  :  Multa  sunt  qua  merito  possit  curiosus 
Lector  suspedare*    These  relics  were  no  part  of  the  body 

1  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  pp.  172,.  178-180. 

2  Armellini,  II  Cimitero  di  S.  Agnese,  P.  I.,  C.  XI. 

3  Historia  general  de  los  Santos  y  Varones  illustres  en  Santidad 
del  Principado  del  Cataluna,  Gerona,  1630. 

*  Acta  SS.  Boll,  ad  diem  XXI.  Januarii,  T.  II.,  p.  724. 
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of  the  Saint,  but  merely  some  of  the  sacred  oil  that  burned 
in  the  lamps  suspended  before  her  tomb,  or  the  linen  which 
was  laid  upon  it.  Everyone,  however  little  versed  he  may 
be  in  the  ancient  discipline  of  the  Church,  is  well  aware 
that  until  the  eighth  century  the  Roman  Church  never 
granted  relics  from  the  bones  of  any  of  the  martyrs,  because 
up  to  that  time  their  bodies  were  enclosed  in  the  sacred 
cemeteries,  as  the  letter  of  Saint  Gregory  the  Great  to 
Constantia  Augusta  and  the  Itineraries  clearly  assure  us. 
For  this  reason,  at  that  period  of  the  fifth  century  when 
Saint  Leo  the  Great  ruled  the  Church  (a.d.  440-461),  no 
relic  of  the  body  of  Saint  Agnes  could  have  been  sent  to 
Marcion  and  Pulcheria  either  by  that  Pope  or  the  Roman 
clergy ;  for  it  was  still  enclosed  within  her  Nomentan 
Basilica  in  the  same  way  as  it  was  when  placed  there  at  its 
original  entombment,  and  scrupulously  left  untouched  both 
by  Constantine  the  Great  and  Sylvester  I.  when  the  former 
erected  that  temple  and  the  latter  consecrated  it.1 

The  Festival  of  July  5  already  mentioned  "  was  the 
solemn  commemoration  of  the  translation  of  some  of  her 
relics,  or  of  the  dedication  of  her  Church  at  Constantinople. " 
Theodore  Lector  states  that  in  the  reign  of  Theodosius  the 
Younger  (a.d.  401-450)  the  relics  of  Saints  Stephen, 
Laurence,  and  Agnes  were  placed  "  in  martyrio  " — that  is, 
in  the  Church  of  Saint  Laurence — on  September  21,  and 
that  their  memory  is  celebrated  on  this  day.  The  sacred 
edifice  of  Saint  Laurence  was  built  by  the  Empress  Pul- 
cheria, according  to  the  same  Theodore  Lector,  Theophanus, 
and  Codinus  ;  and  although  Theodore  says  that  in  his  time 
— namely,  about  the  end  of  the  sixth  century — the  Feast 
was  kept  on  September  21st,  it  seems  to  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  July  5th,  when  the  Church  of  Saint  Laurence,  which 
had  fallen  into  ruins,  was  restored  by  Basil  the  Mace- 
donian.2 

About  a  century  later  than  this,  Pope  Saint  Gregory  the 
Great  (a.d.  590-604)  sent  to  Theodelinda,  Queen  of  the 
Lombards,  gifts  like  those  sent  by  Saint  Leo  to  Pulcheria. 
In  one  of  his  letters  (L.  3,  ep.  30)  he  relates  an  inci- 
dent which  occurred  under  his  predecessor,  Pelagius  II., 
who  ordered  the  tomb  of  Saint  Laurence  to  be  adorned. 
The   sarcophagus   being   accidentally   discovered   by   the 

1  Bartolini,  Gli  Atti,  etc.,  §  XVI.  «  Ibid. 
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workmen,  the  body  of  the  martyr  was  also  seen  by  those 
who  were  present,  all  of  whom  died  within  ten  days.  This 
was  regarded  as  a  Divine  punishment  for  the  material  pro- 
fanation of  something  sacred.  At  the  present  day  the 
vials  containing  the  oil  from  the  tombs  are  preserved  in 
Monza  with  the  pittacia,  or  parchment  documents, indicating 
the  names  of  the  Saints  before  whose  shrines  the  lamps 
burned.1 

Her  relics  are  now  in  the  Duomo,  Saint  Ambrose's  Church, 
the  Convent  of  Saint  Vincent,  and  a  part  of  her  head  in 
Saint  Jerome's  Church,  Milan.2 

France  also  gloried  in  the  possession  of  Agnes 's  relics. 
They  were  brought  to  that  country  in  the  days  of  Clovis, 
a.d.  496-511,  towards  the  close  of  the  fifth  century.  They 
likewise  consisted  of  oil  and  pieces  of  linen  ;  for,  although  at 
that  time  Pope  Symmachus  might  have  opened  Agnes's 
tomb,  and  discovered  her  body  whilst  he  was  restoring  her 
Nomentan  Basilica,  he  nevertheless  respected  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  period,  and  only  transmitted  to  the  King  such 
gifts  as  were  usually  sent  to  monarchs  who  deserved  well  of 
the  Church.3 

The  Monastery  of  Saint  Vivant,  Dijon,  had  some  of  her 
relics  in  the  eighth  or  ninth  century,  and  the  Abbey  of 
Saint  Riquer  had  them  certainly  in  the  ninth.4 

The  author  of  Gallia  Christiana  states  that  Formosus, 
Bishop  of  Porto,  Italy,  sent  the  head  of  Blessed  Agnes  to 
the  Monastery  of  Saint  Fara  in  Brige,  which  was  afterwards 
called  Farmoutier,  near  Coulmiers,  France,  during  the 
ninth  century,  and  whilst  it  was  being  placed  upon  the 
altar  the  nuns  fell  to  the  ground  as  though  in  an  ecstasy  of 
joy.5  In  speaking  of  this  relic,  Monseigneur  G.  Rohault 
de  Fleury  says6  that  Mabillon  believed  it  to  be  authentic. 
We  shall  see  later  what  is  to  be  understood  by  this  expres- 
sion, the  "  head."  The  monastery  built  by  Clovis  I.  over 
the  tomb  of  Saint  Benignus  of  Chartres,  somewhere  near 
the  River  Loire,  was  destroyed  by  the  Normans  in  a.d.  853. 
A  small  church  was  afterwards  erected  on  the  spot  as  a 
memorial  of  the  monastery  which  once  stood  there,  and 

1  II  Cimitero,  etc.    Armellini,  P.  I.,  C.  VI. 

2  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  p.  181.  3  Bartolini. 
4  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  pp.  184,  185. 

6  Gallia  Christiana,  T.  XII.,  P.  II.,  p.  233. 
6  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  p.  186. 
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this  was  served  by  two  priests,  instead  of  the  monks  who 
dwelt  there  in  more  ancient  times. 

The  relics  of  Saint  Agnes,  which  had  been  hidden  at  the 
period  of  the  Norman  invasion,  remained  undiscovered 
until  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Otho  the  Great,  when 
Lothaire  was  King  of  France — that  is,  the  year  962,  when 
they  were  miraculously  found. 

The  history  of  the  invention  and  translation  of  Saint 
Agnes's  and  Saint  Benignus's  relics  from  Gaul  to  Utrecht  is 
given  in  four  chapters  by  the  Bollandists  on  January  21.  I 
shall  summarize  the  account  from  them. 

God  having  fruitlessly  admonished  one  of  the  priests  in 
charge  of  the  above-mentioned  Church  to  seek  for  these 
relics,  chose  as  His  instrument  for  the  work  a  poor  peasant 
named  Amolwinus.  This  man,  when  removing  some  wood 
from  the  forest,  lay  down  upon  the  load,  and  fell  asleep 
whilst  the  oxen  were  drawing  it  along.  In  the  midst  of  his 
slumbers  he  heard  a  voice  cry :  "  Arise,  Amolwinus  I 
awake  !  I  am  Agnes,  the  Virgin-Bride  of  Christ.  Fear 
not,  but  do  as  I  command  thee,  for  God  will  make  use  of 
thee  to  reveal  His  glory  to  the  world.  Go  and  tell  the 
priest  Lambert  that  he  should  no  longer  delay  to  raise  my 
relics  and  those  of  the  martyr  Benignus,  Bishop  of  Chartres, 
out  of  their  underground  resting-place — Benignus,  who 
shed  his  blood  for  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  my  devout  client 
and  spiritual  son  (for  as  such  did  I  take  him  at  baptism), 
and  who  now  shares  with  me  the  glory  of  Heaven.  Tell 
him  to  dig  at  the  south  side  of  the  church.  There  he  will 
discover  an  altar  on  which  some  broken  panes  of  glass  lie, 
and  near  it  the  urn  of  Benignus,  on  the  top  of  which  he  will 
find  my  relics.  After  he  has  done  this  let  him  publish  our 
birthdays  to  the  people,  that  these  Festivals  may  be  honour- 
ably kept.  Benignus's  Nativity  is  the  eve  of  the  Feast  of 
Saints  Peter  and  Paul.  Mine  is  so  well  known  that  it  needs 
no  further  announcement."  Then  the  vision  disappeared. 
Amolwinus  did  not  take  any  notice  of  it,  whereupon  Agnes 
next  day  appeared  to  him,  bitterly  reproached  him,  and 
threatened  him  with  chastisement.  He  then  proceeded  to 
execute  her  commands,  but  he  was  prevented  from  so  doing 
by  the  overseer  of  the  workmen.  The  holy  martyr  ap- 
peared to  him  a  third  time,  and  encouraged  him.  He  set 
off  without  delay,  but  was  received  rather  indifferently  by 
Lambert,  who  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  his  narrative. 
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Not  long  afterwards  a  young  virgin  of  wonderful  and  super- 
natural beauty  appeared  to  the  priest,  who  had  laid  down 
to  rest  and  fallen  asleep.  She  upbraided  him  severely  for 
his  unbelief  ;  she  threatened  him  with  chastisement  for  not 
believing  the  peasant's  words,  and  for  failing  to  fulfil  the 
orders  given  him. 

Lambert  awoke  in  fear  and  perplexity,  and  betook  him- 
self to  prayer  in  order  to  know  God's  will.  The  following 
morning  he  had  the  same  vision,  and  on  the  third  morning 
her  figure  again  floated  over  him,  and  in  a  half-chiding  tone 
spoke  these  words  :  "  Why  so  much  distrust,  Lambert  ?  I 
am  Agnes  ;  why  dost  thou  delay  to  execute  my  orders  ? 
Arise  !  and  fearlessly  prepare  thyself  for  the  work.  God 
will  be  with  thee."  She  ended  by  once  more  pointing  out 
the  spot  where  her  relics  lay. 

Lambert  was  thereby  freed  from  every  doubt,  and  having 
made  the  matter  known  to  some  God-fearing  persons,  who 
gave  him  encouragement,  they  all  set  to  work,  and  were 
rewarded  by  discovering  the  object  of  their  search. 
Amongst  the  relics  brought  from  Constantinople  to  the 
Monastery  of  Pairis,  Strasbourg,  in  1205,  was  a  portion  of 
Saint  Agnes'1  the  Abbey  of  Longpoint.  Soissons  also  had 
them  in  1227.  Part  of  her  head  was  in  Saint  Stephen's, 
Troyes,  in  1399  enclosed  in  a  copper-gilt  reliquary,  adorned 
with  silver,  and  about  eight  inches  square.  This  is  stated 
in  an  inventory  of  that  church  drawn  up  in  1704.  The 
Cathedral  of  Cambrai  had  her  relics  in  1359.  They  were 
also  in  the  possession  of  the  Cordeliers,  Ursulines,  and 
Carmelites  at  Amiens,  at  Notre  Dame  de  Longpre,  at  Mont 
Saint  Quentin,  in  Saint  Vincent's  Besancon,  at  Veuves,  near 
Onzain,  at  Blois,  Loires-et-Cher.  The  ancient  Abbey  of 
Marsigny,  Autun,  had  her  arm  which  was  destroyed  by  the 
heretics.  At  Amiens,  Somme,  a  portion  of  her  head  was 
preserved  in  a  reliquary,  which  seems  to  be  a  fifteenth- 
century  piece  of  workmanship,  having  a  silver  foot-knob, 
and  cover  with  crystal  sides.  Around  the  cover  is 
written  in  French  :  "  Part  of  the  head  of  Saint  Agnes." 
This  reliquary,  called  the  Paraclete,  was  exposed  at  Pro- 
cadero,  Cadiz,  Spain,  in  1889.  Monseigneur  G.  R.  de  Fleury 
states  that  he  consulted  Dair's  work,  which  tells  of  relics  at 
Amiens,  without  finding  this  one  mentioned.   The  Priory  of 

1  E.  D.  Paul  Riant's  Exuviae  Sacrae  Constantinopolitanae  Geneva^ 
1877-1878,  Vol.  I.,  p.  122. 
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Saint  Peter,  Abbeville,  also  had  relics  of  her  head,  which  were 
exposed  for  the  veneration  of  the  faithful  on  the  Sunday 
nearest  to  her  Feast.  A  Cardinal  Legate  granted  an  indul- 
gence of  ioo  days  to  those  who  visited  that  church  on  her 
Festival. 

The  Cathedral  of  Auxerre,  Yonne,  had  likewise  a  part  of 
her  head.  On  the  reliquary  containing  it  these  Leonine 
verses  were  inscribed  : 

"  Cordibus  ex  laetis  vos  qui  caput  intus  habetis 
Martyris  Agnetis  Domino  praeconia  detis."1 

"  With  joyful  hearts,  praise  Agnes'  Lord  Divine, 
You  who  possess  her  head  within  this  shrine." 

The  reliquary  of  Saint  Lucy,  which  was  given  in  1645  to 
the  Church  of  Notre  Dame  de  Vassaviere  at  Besse,  in  the 
Diocese  of  Clermont,  by  the  Confraternity  of  Saint  Lucy 
there  established,  contained  relics  of  Saint  Agnes,2  and  the 
Visitandine  Convent  at  Nevers  had  some  portion  of  her 
bones.3  The  Treasury  of  Toul  possessed  some  in  1662. 
They  were  at  Clairvaux  in  1741,  one  portion  dating  from 
a.d.  1223.  They  were  likewise  preserved  before  the  French 
Revolution  in  a  gilt  shrine  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Eustache 
in  Paris.  The  celebrated  Abbey  of  Saint  Ouen  in  Rouen 
rejoiced  in  formerly  possessing  her  head.4  This  church  was 
pillaged  by  the  heretics  in  1582.  On  that  occasion  they 
destroyed  twelve  shrines,  one  of  which  contained  relics  of 
Saint  Agnes,  and  five  heads  or  silver  cups  in  which  were 
other  relics  of  the  Virgin-Martyr. 

Monseigneur  Canon  Delahessel,  of  Rouen,  writing  to  me 
on  May  22,  1882,  said  that  in  the  sixteenth  century  the 
Abbey  Church  of  Saint  Ouen  had  two  reliquaries  of  Saint 
Agnes — one  a  ferculum  which  was  carried  in  processions  ; 
the  other  had  the  shape  of  a  head  :  "  ossa  in  quinque 
argenteis  vasts  totidem  capitum  figurant  referentibus  recon- 
dita  " — all  destroyed  by  the  Calvinists.  The  last-mentioned 
reliquary  was  merely  destined  to  ornament  the  altar.  The 
above-cited  words  from  Gallia  Christiana  only  mention 
bones  ;  the  shape  of  the  reliquary  gave  rise  to  the  notion 
of  a  head.  This  is  probably  the  explanation  of  what  is 
said   of  her   head   at   Abbeville,    Amiens,   Auxerre,    Far- 

1  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  pp.  182,  184,  185,  190,  191. 

2  Les  Petits  Bollandistes  Guerin,  VII.,  p.  635. 

3  Ibid.,  XIII.,  p.  46.  *  Ibid.,  L,  p.  283. 
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moutiers,  and  Troyes  ;  or  it  may  be  that  some  part  of  her 
skull  was  in  these  places  ;  for  the  Roman  tradition  is  that 
her  entire  head  was  always  in  the  Eternal  City.  Father 
Jubaru's  discovery  has  put  it  beyond  doubt  that  the  greater 
part  of  her  skull  is  there,  and  the  absence  of  some  portions 
of  it  adds  weight  to  the  traditions  of  their  existence  in  the 
different  places  in  France  and  elsewhere. 

Relics  of  Saint  Agnes  were  brought  to  Holland  from 
Rome,  but  at  what  period  is  not  quite  certain.  Some 
writers  say  that  this  was  done  by  Baldric  the  Pious,  the 
teacher  of  Saint  Bruno,  Archbishop  of  Cologne.  Their 
testimony  is  not,  however,  borne  out  by  more  ancient 
authors,  nor  does  it  agree  with  the  old  documents  of  the 
Church  of  Utrecht. 

From  the  history  of  the  invention  of  Saint  Agnes's  and 
Saint  Benignus's  relics  it  would  seem  that  long  before 
Baldric's  time  they  had  been  brought  from  Rome,  and  were 
afterwards  buried  to  save  them  from  profanation  by  the 
Danes.  They  were  found  in  the  time  of  Blessed  Baldric, 
brother  of  the  Emperor  Otho,  and  uncle  of  Lothaire,  King 
of  France,  and  were  given  to  him  by  his  friend  Count 
Theobald  in  the  tenth  century.  Blessed  Baldric,  Bishop 
of  Utrecht,  placed  these  relics,  with  those  of  Saint  Benignus, 
Bishop  of  Chartres,  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Saint  Martin 
at  Utrecht,  where  Saint  Agnes  worked  many  miracles. 
Indeed,  so  great  were  the  love  and  veneration  of  the  people 
of  that  city  for  her,  that  they  exchanged  presents  called 
"  Agnesii  "  every  year  on  her  Festival  (January  21). 

When  the  inhabitants  of  the  greater  part  of  Flanders 
embraced  Calvinistic  doctrines,  these  relics  were  hidden, 
and  they  have  never  since  been  discovered. 

Germany. — The  Abbey  of  Gladbach,  the  old  Abbey  of 
Seligenstadt,  and  the  monastery  of  Saint  Maximinus  in  the 
suburbs  of  Treves,  had  relics  of  her.  The  last -mentioned 
place  possessed  them  so  far  back  as  929.  They  are  also 
mentioned  to  have  been  there  in  1270. 1  Henry,  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  consecrated  an  altar  in  honour  of  Saint 
Agatha  and  all  the  holy  virgins  near  the  door  of  the  monas- 
tery attached  to  Saint  Matthias's  Basilica,  Treves,  which 
was  dedicated  by  Eugene  III.,  and  placed  in  it  relics  of 
Saint  Agnes.2    The  Abbey  of  Saint  Emmeran,  Ratisbon, 

1  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe. 

2  Boll.  Acta  SS.  ad  diem  24am.  Februarii. 
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had  her  relics  in  1052  ;  the  Church  of  Saint  Eucherius  in 
1148  ;  the  High  Altar  of  the  Monastery  of  Lac  in  1156  ; 
Himmerode,near  Wittlich,  in  1170 ;  Saint  Maria  ad  Martyres 
in  1209  ;  Rantzow,  Holstein,  in  1266  and  1283  j1  Prefflingen 
in  1279.  The  Monastery  of  Saint  Quirinus,  Tegernsee, 
Wittenberg,  possessed  one  of  her  teeth  in  1509  ;  and  the 
convent  dedicated  to  her  in  Wurzburg  a  relic  in  the  six- 
teenth century. 

The  Metropolitan  Cathedral  of  Saint  Peter,  Cologne,  had 
an  arm  of  Saint  Agnes,  whether  the  Virgin-Martyr's  or  not 
the  Bollandists  do  not  consider  it  their  business  to  inquire. 
Most  probably  it  is  the  arm  of  Saint  Ursula's  companion, 
who  bore  that  name. 

At  Aix-la-Chapelle  there  is  an  elegant  silver-gilt  and 
crystal  monstrance  about  16  inches  high,  which  is  sup- 
ported by  one  slender  foot.  It  dates  from  the  fourteenth 
century,  and  contains  relics  of  different  Saints,  amongst 
others  of  the  holy  virgins  Catherine  and  Agnes.  It  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Hungarian  Chapel 
in  this  place.2 

When  reconstructing  the  baldachino  of  the  Cathedral  at 
Grado,  Illyria,  Austria,  in  1871,  a  silver  casket  containing 
relics  was  discovered.  On  one  of  the  eleven  golden  strips 
was  the  title  :  "  Sca  Agnes  "  (sic).  It  is  supposed  to  date 
from  the  sixth  century,  and  it  seems  to  indicate  that  Agnes 
was  one  of  the  Church's  patrons.3 

The  Monastery  of  Saint  Martin,  Mury,  Argovia,  Switzer- 
land, possessed  relics  of  her. 

Saint  Peter's,  Ghent,  had  a  portion  of  her  dress  in  the 
tenth  century  ;  and  a  church  at  Tournai,  Belgium,  some 
of  her  hair,  as  an  inventory  of  1661  states. 

Part  of  her  backbone  and  a  rib  were  brought  from  the 
Province  of  Algarve,  in  Portugal,  to  the  Jesuits'  house  at 
Antwerp  by  the  ex- King  Anthony  in  1594,  when  he  went 
as  an  exile  to  France  after  his  defeat  by  Phillip  III.  of 
Spain.4 

The  Annates  Reschii,  Part  II.,  fol.  100,  says  that  Pope 
Damasus  II.,  when  Bishop  of  Brixen,  in  the  Tyrol,  in  1048, 

1  Pertz,  Monumenta  Germaniae,  XV.,  p.  1108. 

2  Das  heiligthum  zu  Aachen,  von  Canon  F.  Bock,  1867,  Koln  und 
Neuss,  p.  17. 

3  Les  Saints  de  la  Messe,  p.  205. 

4  Boll.  Acta  SS.  ad  diem  2  Aprilis. 
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presented  the  church  of  that  town  with  a  portion  of  the 
back  part  of  her  head.1 

Relics  of  her  are  in  the  altar  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity  in 
the  Chapel  of  Saint  Martin  in  the  Monastery  of  Saint 
Isidore. 

Leon,  Spain,2  Lisbon,  Manresa,  Placentia,  and  Caceres 
also  possess  some  of  her  relics. 

England. — When  the  head  of  the  wooden  image  of  Our 
Lady  of  Thetford,  Norfolk,  was  opened  in  11 16,  some  of 
the  hair  of  Saint  Agnes  was  found  in  it,  with  other  relics. 
They  were  first  sent  to  Stephen  of  Provence,  Prior  of  this 
House,  by  William,  Prior  of  Merlesham,  at  the  request  of 
Hugh  Bygod  and  Sir  Ralph,  a  Cluniac  monk  of  Thetford, 
who  had  made  this  image  about  twenty  years  previously, 
and  placed  the  relics  within  it.  At  his  own  expense  he  got 
a  tabernacle  made  for  it,  adorned  with  small  images,  paint- 
ings, gold,  and  jewels.  Most  of  these  relics  came  originally 
from  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at  Jerusalem,  and  all  were  kept 
in  the  Thetford  Chapel  till  its  dissolution.3 

In  the  Historical  Account  of  the  See  of  Sarum  and  Cathedral 
Church  of  Salisbury,  by  William  Dodsworth,  Appendix, 
p.  230  (London,  1814),  we  read  :  "  Three  Philatories,  silver 
and  gilt,  with  four  feet  like  a  bird,  with  five  pinnacles,  the 
sixth  wanting.  It  is  ornate  with  blue  stones  and  beryls, 
and  contains  the  jaw-bone  of  Saint  Stephen,  protomartyr, 
with  a  ringer  of  Saint  Agnes." 

The  Rev.  Father  John  Furniss,  C.SS.R.,  presented  to  the 
Novitiate  of  the  Redemptorists,  Bishop  Eton,  Wavertree, 
Liverpool,  a  portion  of  her  bone  about  an  inch  in  size, 
enclosed  in  an  oval  case.  It  was  probably  transferred  to 
Perth,  Scotland,  when  the  Novitiate  was  established  there. 

A  portion — "  ex  ossibusoet  ex  sanguine  et  ossibus  St. 
Agnetis,  V.M." — was  brought  with  other  relics  to  Ushaw 
College,  Durham,  from  Naples  on  May  21,  i860.4  I  have 
seen  small  relics  of  her  at  Saint  Mary's,  Clapham,  London, 
the  authentication  paper  being  dated  June  13,  1844 ; 
amongst  the  Notre  Dame  Nuns  of  Clapham  and  Islington  ; 
the  Faithful  Virgins,  Norwood  ;  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  Ber- 

1  Santini,  Vita  di  S.  Agnese,  ap.  -$y. 

2  Noll  Acta  SS.  ad  diem  30  Octobris. 

3  Waterton's  Pietas  Mariana  Britannica,  P.  II.,  p.  149. 

4  Catalogue  of  Relics  belonging  to  St.  Cuthbert's  College,  Ushaw. 
Preston  :  E.  Buller,  42,  Fishergate  Street. 
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mondsey  and  Chelsea  ;  in  Saint  John's  Cathedral  and  Saint 
Joseph's  Church,  West  Craven  Street,  Salford  ;  and  I  know 
for  certain  that  they  are  in  Saint  Bartholomew's,  Rain  Hill, 
Lancashire,  and  in  the  Church  of  Saints  Peter  and  Edward, 
Palace  Street,  Westminster. 

A  fine  relic  of  her  was  given  by  a  Trappist,  Father  David, 
to  Miss  Fradelle-Pratt,  in  whose  possession  it  now  is. 
Another  belongs  to  Miss  Agnes  Law,  of  Hampton  Court 
Palace.  It  has  been  an  heirloom  in  her  family  for  many 
years.  Some  of  these  relics  are  of  the  smallest  kind,  being 
bits  of  silk  or  other  materials  that  have  touched  her  bones 
or  shrine. 

Australia. — A  full-length  wax  figure  of  Saint  Agnes  was 
given  by  Father  Angelo  Ambrosoli  to  the  Convent  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity,  Victoria  Street,  Sydney.  The  relics  of 
the  Virgin-Martyr  are  in  an  oval  silvered  case  on  its  breast, 
and  their  authentication  paper  bears  the  date  of  1886. 
Her  relics  are  also  in  the  Redemptorist  Monasteries  of 
Waratah,  New  South  Wales,  and  Ballarat,  Victoria  ;  in  the 
Loretto  Convent,  Mary's  Mount,  Ballarat  ;  in  the  Cathedral 
of  Saint  John  Baptist,  Maitland,  New  South  Wales  ;  and 
in  the  private  oratory  of  Most  Rev.  J.  F.  Corbett,  Bishop 
of  Sale,  Gippsland,  Victoria. 

America. — Monseigneur  O'Reilly  brought  from  Rome  to 
New  York  a  relic  of  her,  and  exposed  it  there  in  her  church. 
Cardinal  Gibbons  preached  on  the  occasion.1  There  must 
be  many  more  relics  of  the  Saint  here  and  there  in  various 
countries  of  which  written  accounts  have  not  come  under 
my  notice,  or  of  which  no  written  record  is  kept ;  but  at  all 
events  I  have  faithfully  set  down  in  this  section  what  I  have 
read  on  this  subject  and  what  I  have  seen. 


1  The  Weekly  Register,  February  24,  1894. 


CONCLUSION 

Agnes  has  been  venerated  by  Saints  and  holy  persons,  by 
Popes  and  Cardinals,  by  Religious  Orders  and  Societies,  in 
every  country  of  the  earth,  in  Liturgy,  Literature,  and  Art, 
from  the  fourth  to  our  own  century.  The  foregoing  facts 
abundantly  prove  this  statement.  Yea,  more  :  devotion 
to  her  seems  to  be  on  the  increase. 

None  can  consider  what  has  thus  far  been  written  with- 
out admiring  and  praising  the  Providence  of  God,  Who 
chooses  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  strong 
(i  Cor.  i.  27),  and  has  set  her  on  such  a  high  pinnacle  in 
His  Holy  Church.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  pit  Saint  against 
Saint,  to  institute  objectionable  comparisons,  to  state  that 
one  is  greater  than  another.  Our  Divine  Master  did  not 
make  known  even  to  His  Apostles  who  was  ' '  the  greater  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  "  (Matt,  xviii.  1).  Nor  can  we  say 
of  those  who  are  reigning  in  bliss  aught  else  than  that  His 
Immaculate  Mother  surpasses  the  brightest  angel  in  holi- 
ness and  glory. 

There  have  been  girl  Saints  younger  than  Agnes,  such  as 
Basilissa  and  Christina  ;  there  have  been  others  of  her  own 
age — namely,  Emerentiana  and  Prisca  ;  others  just  a  year 
younger,  as  Aquilina,  Secunda,  and  Reparata,  whose 
martyrdom  was  apparently  far  more  severe,  and  in  the 
miracles  worked  for  their  defence  equally  striking.  But, 
although  "  these  shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance  " 
(Ps.  cxi.  7),  their  names  are  known  to  but  few  on  earth. 
Agnes,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  living,  world-wide  celebrity. 

Who  does  not,  then,  see  the  fitness  of  the  request  made 
by  several  Bishops  to  our  late  Sovereign  Lord,  Pius  IX.,1 
and  renewed  to  his  successor,  our  late  Holy  Father,  Leo 
XIII. — namely,  that  she  should  be  declared,  by  the  in- 

1  Santini,  Vita  di  S.  Agnese,  Capo  XVIII. 
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fallible  voice  of  the  Holy  See,  the  special  Patroness  of 
Christian  Maidens  ? 

Need  have  they  of  many  helpers  at  the  present  time, 
especially  in  large  centres  of  population,  where  not  only 
their  purity,  but  their  very  faith,  is  wantonly  attacked. 

May  the  happy  day  soon  arrive  when  this  new  honour 
shall  be  conferred  on  her  whose  faith  and  purity  are  the 
subject  of  praise  by  ecclesiastical  writers !  May  the 
prayers  of  the  faithful,  particularly  of  children,  quickly 
obtain  her  this  fresh  gJory  !  May  she,  at  least,  deign  to 
accept  from  one  of  her  clients  this  homage  of  grateful  love, 
and  get  for  him  a  share  in  her  own  happiness  when  the 
Master  stands  at  the  gate  and  knocks  (Apoc.  Hi.  20),  and 
the  Spirit  and  Bride  say  :  u  Come  "  (Apoc.  xxii.  17). 


THE  END 


R.    AND  T.    WASH  BOURNE,    LTD.,    I,   2,   AND   4,    I'ATERNOSTER  ROW,   LONDON 
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